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The aim of the project:

I. I want to find out what really Gothic subculture is hiding in itself.

II. I want to try to explain why there are so many misunderstandings between Goths and society.

III. I want to try to find out why youth is interested in this subculture.

IV. I want to find the answer to the question: “Why Youth cut themselves?”
Quotations:

1. "[Goth] is the ability to find the art where art seems to be lacking; to find the light in the darkness and embrace it for all its worth..." Jennifer Mason.

2.”It's no accident that the church and the graveyard stand side by side. The city of the dead sleeps encircled by the city of the living.” 

Diane Frolov and Andrew Schneider, Northern Exposure, Lost and Found, 1992
3. “Death is nothing to us, since when we are, death has not come, and when death has come, we are not.” 

Epicurus (341 BC - 270 BC), from Diogenes Laertius, Lives of Eminent Philosophers
4. “I would rather have a mind opened by wonder than one closed by belief.”
Gerry Spence, 'How to Argue and Win Every Time'
5. Natura abhorret vacuum [Натура абхоррет вакуум]. Природа не терпит пустоты.
6. Obscurum per obscurius [обскурум пэр обскуриус]. (Объяснить) непонятное с помощью более непонятного.
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I. Introduction:
To begin with I’d like to explain why I decided to take this topic to my project. Nowadays there is a great amount of different tendencies of our culture in our society and on the whole it is possible to distinguish three kinds of culture: elite culture, pop culture and folk culture. So nowadays life of many young people is influenced by these three cultures, especially by pop culture. Owing to that there are a lot of different youth movements in our society, which are divided with the help of different interests and outlooks. These different subcultures help young people to find their like-minded person. No doubt every of these subcultures have its own plusses and minuses and every of them is apprehended in the society differently.
So, when I chose the topic about Gothic subculture, I decided to try to find out what really this subculture is hiding in itself. As I know, most of ordinary people have a strong stereotype about Goth and Gothic. But this stereotype is not always correct.

Gothic subculture is hidden in a whitish haze of inscrutability and misunderstanding.
Besides Goths are often mixing up with many other “dark” subcultures. As a result of it Gothic has more unpleasant reputation, than it really deserves.
Furthermore, my future profession is a psychologist, and this subculture represents a very interesting object for study.

So, my reasons now a rather clear, and I’d like to begin my work with telling some facts from the background of Gothic Subculture.
II. Main Body:

1)  Gothic Subculture:
· Background.

At the end of 70`s punk-wave started fading away in England. Punk, as a music style, suffered changes and as a result of this changes audience had changed too.  It was the beginning of new tendency, which was named as post-punk. At first this music tendency was purposeless; some punk-bands had just made their music more depressive and melancholic and made their image more decadence.  Sex Gang Children, Joy Division, Southern Death Cult, Specimen, etc formed first gothic post-punk wave. Audience did not become detached from their idols in image, so the total aesthetics of this period was named Dark Punk. The groups, which created music in gothic rock style without  clear post-punk background, such as Sisters of Mercy, Fields of the Nephilim, The Mission, appeared a bit letter. 

Feed forward between Punk and Gothic subculture has become apparent just because the motto of Goths: “Goth’s Undead” is practically similar to the motto of Punks: “Punks Not Dead”. Besides the part of image has been held out, that shows the connection between these two groups. It is hair-dress, which is called irokez, but Goths do it in a totally black color (what is interesting, at first such erect black hair were made with the help of shoe polish).Clean-shaved temples are still the distinctive feature of this subculture. Also Goths transformed this hair-do, and practically stopped fixing hair in a standing way, and started having their hair done into a tail or combing on the one side.

The real birth of Gothic subculture is usually placed in 1979 when Bauhaus released the song "Bela Lugosi's Dead." 

Bela Lugosi's Dead.

White on white

Translucent black capes

Back on the rack.

Bela Lugosi's dead.

The bats have left the bell tower,

The victims have been bled,

Red velvet lines the black box.

Bela Lugosi's dead.

Undead Undead Undead.

The virginal brides

File past his tomb,

Strewn with time's dead flowers,

Bereft in deathly bloom,

Alone in a darkened room

The count.

Bela Lugosi's dead.

Undead Undead Undead.

Oh Bela, Bela's undead.
The band originally intended the song to be tongue-in-cheek; however, many young fans latched onto this mysterious, eerie sound as inspiration for the budding gothic subculture. The first generation of the gothic movement emerged mostly in the UK in the late seventies and early eighties as a splinter from the punk movement. Punk music was breathing its last breath as this gloomy, introspective mutation gained momentum. Bands like The Damned, Bauhaus, and Siouxsie and the Banshees characterize the first generation. These bands were called Gothic later on, but most did not consider themselves Gothic at the time. There is a great deal of uncertainty about who coined the term "gothic" and how it got attached to this dark music. The British music press seems to be most responsible for making the label stick. 
In the early 1980s, the gothic movement thrived with bands like the Sisters of Mercy at the forefront. However, by the mid to late 1980s, the movement was waning. In the late eighties and early nineties, a new, second generation of gothic bands emerged to breathe new life into the scene. They distinguished [image: image8.jpg]


themselves by being the first to regularly call themselves Gothic. Examples would include The Shroud, Rosetta Stone, and London After Midnight. This time period is when the US Goth movement grew significantly, and Gothic became recognized as a distinct subculture. Through this period, gothic music and culture grew and branched out into various subsets, pushing the boundaries of what had previously been considered gothic. 
At the middle of 90’s Gothic scene was actively developing in German(in German Goths are often called Grufie, and the dark scene – “schwarz scene”), England and USA. Moreover music suffered a lot of changes - had developed into new styles of gothic: - darkwave, ethereal, dark folk, etc, accordingly, audience had divided into different tendencies of one subculture. As a result in the middle 90’s gothic subculture had strong and very developed infrastructure – gothic magazines, radio, clubs, labels, shops and ect.

Furthermore another result was practically absolutely autonomous subsistence of the subculture and independence of the favor of mass-media.
The second part of 90’s became a new stage in the developing of the movement – forming of the dark culture, on the whole under the term “dark culture” is implied the “dark” culture in the whole, including Goths, vampires, fetish and ect. A big role in the developing of the movement in the second part of 90’s also played a developing of the internet. Besides at that period appeared first dimensioned festivals – “Wave Gothic Treffen” in Germany, “Whit by Gothic Weekend” in Britain, “Convergence” in the USA. In addition there appeared a new phenomenon of gothic movement – gothic metal, as a variant of metal music close to the maximum to the gothic aesthetics. Bands, which have appeared in the last decades, are very often called the third generation.
2)  What do we mean saying: He/She is Goth?
· Gothic Outlook.

Gothic outlook is characterized by predilection for “dark” perception of the world. It is rather difficult to describe all components of such a comprehensive notion as gothic ideology, but in the whole, it is a special romantic and depressive world view, which is reflected at the behavior (insularity, melancholy, heightened vulnerability), perception of the reality (misanthropy, refined feeling of beauty, predilection for the supernatural), relations with society (aversion of the stereotypes, standards of behavior and appearance, antagonism with society, detachment whit it). You shouldn’t think that it has to do with every Goth, but this gives a rather full notion about gothic ideology. Besides the typical streak of Goths is a perception of Death as Fetish. Other typical streaks of representatives of this movement are artistry and aspiration for self-expression, which is reflected in the self-appearance and creation of poetry, paintings, photography and other kinds of art)

· Gothic image.

One of the most often taken in consideration criterion in the recognition of the Goth outdoors is Gothic Image. If we see girl in the black velvet dress and with a typical make-up, we can say with certainty that she is Goth, as she has a gothic appearance. It is natural that sometimes we can make a mistake, though in most cases Goths have such an image that it is rather difficult to make a mistake. There is more opportunity not to recognize any plain Goth, than to say that any normal man is a representative of this subculture.

3)  Gothic Stereotypes:
People have accused or described Goths as being:


Depressed,



Unusually bigoted,



Violent,



Suicidal,



Involved in illegal drugs,



Vampires or believe themselves to be vampires,



Sado-masochists,



Satanists,



Musicians, painters, and other artists,



Computer programmers (although there seem to be a lot of them)



Wearers of black (some wear white and gunmetal),



Dyers of their hair,



Users of white makeup

But it is only stereotypes and nothing more. Yes, there are such people, who are violent, depressed and suicidal, but such people we also can see among ordinary people. Everything depend on the personal characteristics and His/Her psychical state. Also stereotype says that Goths are Satanists. Yes, of course, we can meet the follower of Satanism in this subculture, but nowadays there is a separate subculture, which is called Satanism, among other youth tendencies. It often course misunderstanding between normal people and representatives of both tendencies, because Goths are usually taken for Satanists and visa verse. I can not find here something unusual as both subcultures are rather similar in their appearance. 
So, I think we should be very careful, talking about stereotypes, and we should take in the consideration the fact that even Goths are not able to give a definite definition of “Gothic” and besides we should also remember that Goths are usually very creative people and they can not be only in depression, they try to feel all various of emotions.
4)  Gothic image:

Modern gothic image is rather complicated and various to describe it in the whole, but in this article I’ll try to describe some components, which arrange gothic style.

· Clothes.
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Corsets: They are of two types. The first variant is close to the historical ones of last epochs. They are made from velvet or spoilage of different colors. Other corsets are close to Fetish types and are made from latex, vinyl and leather mainly of black colors. In cybergoth aesthetics are used sometimes corsets from phosphoric plastic. 
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Dresses and skirts: There is a great verity of them. Sometimes they are made on the motive of historical dresses with the use of lace or colorful inset into the bodice of the dress, sometimes are used skirts with crinoline. Usually they are created from velvet, silk or spoilage, chiffon and guipure of different colors, but black, vinous and purple are dominant. Sometimes dresses are made from modern materials, such as latex or vinyl. They can be either short either long, usually tight. Sometimes bottoms and tops of such dresses and skirts are decorated with artificial fur or plumage; materials are usually black; very often in the décor purpose skirts are decorated with chains, clasps and rings. Sometimes skirts are worn by a person of male sex. (Such Goths are called Androgyn Goths)
Shirts and Tops: Shirts, if they are used with historical skirts, are usually created in the same aesthetics and color with skirts; the same materials are used; shirt-sleeves and low necks are decorated with lace. Furthermore shirts are made in other, more modernistic styles with using of rings, chains and lacings (on the shirt-sleeves, back and ect) as a décor. Tops are usually made of either vinyl and latex or velvet. They are also decorated with rings, chains, ect. The spread type of gothic clothes is – cellular-shirts, which are popular among both sexes either with shirt-sleeves or not; usually made of artificial materials of black color. Sometimes “fur” shirts are used; they are made of artificial fur, the long nap and black color is preferred. But sometime some eccentric colors, such as white, pig-pink or bright green, are used.
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Trousers: Trousers are usually made of different cut and materials. The can be from historical trousers made from silk, velvet, ect to modernistic trousers made from latex or leather, ect.  There are such decorations as lacing, rings, chains and holes. They can be both loose and skin-tight. 

Capotes and cloak: Capotes and cloaks are from history to modernistic ones. They are made from velvet or silk, can be both one-sided and double-sided with a lining of another color (for example: scarlet or purple). Sometimes they can be with hood.

Outer clothing: Outer clothing is usually used in the countries with rather cold climate. Outer clothing represents coats, greatcoats and leather warm gowns. Black color is dominant.

· Jewelry.
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Main metal, which is using in jewelry, is silver; production of yellow gold is never used. Also jewelry can be made of iron with silvering or not. Different stones are used too, such as agate, garnet and onyx.

Hands: Usually used different rings – usual, ring for the nail, “sisterly rings”, knightly rings (or as they called – claws) and ect; they differ from usual rings with gothic design and showiness. Bracelets can be of different forms and dimension. 
Head: The lasses use diadems or different chains with jewels or imitations.[image: image1.jpg]
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Ears: Ear-rings are usually used of different dimensions, sometimes can be handmade and created from unpredictable materials.

Neck: A great amount of different necklaces and pendants – Ankhs, magic symbols, bets and different symbols of death.
· Accessory.

Accessory can be very different. Great amount of it was taken from fetish and s&m cultures. It is such accessory as collar, handcrafts and lashes. Gloves (leather, latex or silk and velvet) are worn practically by every Goth; umbrellas, which are usually used to guarding oneself from the sunlight, are almost preferred by Victorians; different hats, usually top hat, are preferred by men. Also glasses are very popular; usually they have a design of “blind Pue”. They usually have round form.

Other accessories are canines and contact lenses. Canines are usually implanted, lengthen or Goths can just use an imitation. Contact lenses can be of unimaginable color from poison-green to just white or red; also they can be made with vertical pupil of the eye. Last two things are meant for showing their strangeness and belonging to supernatural.
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· Make-up. 

Goths usually have a very bright make-up. The paleness of the face is usually made with the help of grease-paint, white powder and tonal cream. Eyes and eyebrows are penciled with saturated black color. Usually Goths pensile eyes to lick them into shape of cat’s ones. Lips are usually penciled with black color on the natural line. Sometimes dark and incarnadine colors of lipstick are used.
But to say the truth, there is no definite description of gothic make-up. I wrote hear only some usual characteristics, but every representative of this movement creates his/her appearance in his/her own way. Sometimes we can meet a Goth at the street, but he will be without make-up at all. But on thing is practically always in Goths appearance: it is rather pale skin and black color.
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5)  Gothic Tendencies:
One of the most difficult for description elements of gothic subculture is the classification of Goths. Goths appreciated multifarious ways of self-expression. And as a result we can’t find two “similar” (even from afar) Goths at the gothic festivals.

Nowadays Gothic subculture consists of nearly about 170 different tendencies. So I decided to give a description of only four more widespread tendencies. They are: Antiquity Goths, Androgyn Goths, CyberGoths and Vampyre Goths.
· Antiquity Goth, Renaissance Goth, Romantic Goth, Victorian Goth.

Using this name I mean Goths who give their appreciation in their image to some historical epochs - in the whole it is one of the most striking and beautiful gothic styles. It doesn’t demand binding black in clothes. The most romantic persons give preference to this style. Clothes try to be made maximally close to the epoch that person has chosen, but it is not binding. Sometimes there are more dark representatives that prefer black color, but whose suits are very close to historical ones. Girls usually wear long dresses with lace, corsets, laced skirts and shirts with flounce. Boys wear camisoles, laced shirts with jabot, capotes and trousers (made from vinyl or latex). The most used materials are velvet, silk and lace. Silver jewelries are very often the copies of originals. Girls use gloves and fans. Girls use minimum of make-up to underline features.[image: image14.jpg]



· Androgyn Goth.
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Androgyn gothic style has not a special type of image. Androgyn means sexless. The most part of androgyn Goths can have such appearance that you can’t understand who it is: a girl or a boy.

Both sexes wear skirt, trousers, corsets, different tops and bandages usually made from latex, leather or vinyl. Make-up is usually made in purpose of keeping back persons sex.
· CyberGoth, Darkwave.

[image: image16.jpg]


CyberGoths are Goths, who are strongly attracted by cyberpunk aesthetics in the spirit of William Gibson. Their image is very close to fetish Goths, but they use some techno-elements such as wirings, microchips, rings with techno-design. Their favorite shops are computer shops as they can find there practically everything that they need for there creativity. In the whole, it is rather gloomy cyberpunk style. Clothes are made of leather, latex, vinyl and phosphoric plastic. Make-up is rather dark, but hair-do can be of very bright colors (green, red, purple)
Vampyre Goth.
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These Goths are strongly attracted to vampire aesthetics. They believe themselves to be vampires or (as it can be) they are vampires. They usually lengthen their canines, or use imitations, in clothes they prefer romantic style, that is why they are rather close to Victorian Goths, but some of them are more attached to fetish clothing. The dominant colors are black and red. They often use contact lenses of different colors and have long cloistered nails. Make-up is minimal; it is used to underline features. Skin is usually pale. And girls usually use bright red lipstick.
6)  Gothic subculture as it is:

· Are Goths really depressed?

It is difficult to determine if Goths are categorically more depressed than others in the general population. Mainstream society often views depression and sadness as an abnormality that must be suppressed or cured. Adolescence is a time of depression for many individuals; yet, those individuals may feel pressure from family, friends or teachers to be "perfect." These young people may feel incredible pain, but do now show it for fear of being derided as if they are abnormal. Some youths find Gothic culture to be one group of people that says, "We know you are depressed -- it's okay. We don't think any less of you for it. Here's your chance express those feelings." 

Depression seems to be a feeling that Goth personifies. It is one emotion that typifies Goth best. Punk represents rebellion; Industrial represents anger; Goth represents sadness. Many people now feel so alienated from each other that they will break off into small groups, latch onto a specific belief or idea, and form a culture surrounding it. People belong to these subcultures in order to feel as if they own something and are a part of something. They become an exclusive club, not understanding other subcultures or even the parent culture after some time. Subcultures take an idea and exaggerate it to the point where they typify it. This exaggeration of the beauty of sadness in Gothic culture leads people to think that Goths are more depressed than other groups. It is possible that Goths are more depressed that other people. It is also possible that this is just the impression people get about Gothic because it is an exaggerated personification. 

Goth happens to be a group of creative individuals; most are artists in some way. Artists have long had the reputation for depression or mental instability, whether it is a valid reputation or not. At the very least, this may be an image that Goth tries to embody -- the tortured artist.

Being Goth does not necessarily cause sadness, but people can easily become trapped in their chosen surroundings and self-expectations. People can start taking the image and stereotype of being depressed and being Gothic too seriously. They find themselves living up to an image; they close themselves off to thoughts, clothes or activities that do not fit this image. This scenario can cause Goths to create more depression for themselves. However, the likelihood of this occurrence is largely dependent on an individual's personality and how he or she perceives Goth. A depressed Goth was likely depressed before he or she became a Goth.

The bottom line is that being Goth does not necessarily mean being depressed. While Goths are capable of feeling extreme sadness, they are also capable of experiencing great joy. Most are able to maintain balance in their lives. To some, Goth only says that sadness, like happiness, has its own majestic beauty and must be embraced as a valid emotion, not pushed down as an abnormality.

· Goths and Cemeteries.

[image: image18.jpg]


Taphophilia is a love to cemeteries; it is one of the aspects of tanatophilia. The attraction to the Death is shown as love for walks on cemeteries. The reasons for such love can be very different. The most part of Goths adore the cemeteries’ atmosphere of silence and tranquility, which is closely connected with the image of Death. It is natural that Goths’ attention is attracted by ancient gothic cemeteries with sculptures of angels, crypts and old headstones. There are some selected cemeteries in Russia. They are: Vvedenskoe and Danskoe – in Moscow; Smolenskoe and cemeteries of Alexandro-Nevskoy Lavry – in St. Petersburg.
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1)Vvedenskoe cemetery. Moscow.
2) Per-Lashe cemetery. France.
· Goths and Religion.
There is no set belief system for Goths, although many seem to be agnostic. A person's religion and his or her gothic involvement have little to no affect on each other. Christians, atheists, Jews, agnostics, Satanists, pagans, and so forth are all represented within Goth. While there is an incredibly wide variety of religious beliefs and views, most Goths do not follow any sort of organized religion. Their personal spiritual beliefs are of a private nature. 

Gothic is a fairly open-minded culture when it comes to exploring anything that is "not of the norm." Religion is no exception. Many Goths are likely to explore alternative religions and forms of spirituality rather than following a dominant organized religion. Some find paganism and Wicca to be appealing. Besides we can meet followers of more modern and less popular faiths – theosophy or areosophy.
Goths are often called Satanists because of their bizarre or dark appearance. There are some Satanists who are also Goth, but Satanists can be found in any random group of people. Satanism and the occult are extremely complex belief systems with as many differences in beliefs as Christianity. This is an area that creates the greatest amount of confusion and misinformation. Satanism as a documented religion, such as Anton LaVey's Church of Satan, is almost nothing like most people's concept of Satanism. Satanists are a very small percentage of Goths, and Goths are an extremely small percentage of Satanists. 

· Goths and Death.

Death Fixation

One of the most common stereotypes surrounding Goth is the subculture's "fixation" on death. Much of the symbolism and the look seem to connote, at the very least, an interest in the topic. The depth of this interest would vary with each individual, as always. In general, Goths are an exaggeration of the darker side of the human psyche. They represent outwardly the thoughts that linger in the back of everyone's mind. Goths tend to make their feelings about death a little more open than the rest of the world. 

Death -- in literature, in life and in religion -- has always been a monumental driving force in many of humanity's efforts. All of humanity is fixated on death in a more subtle way. Observe news, movies, and television for confirmation. Modern society has disassociated itself from the reality of death. Most people do not kill their food. Medical advances have increased life spans. The average person does not experience being around death firsthand very often. Death is an abstract concept to most people. This dissociation of life and death in modern culture hinders a conscious awareness of the total life cycle. It can make people forget to appreciate life. 

Many Goths say that Gothic represents acceptance of the inevitability of death and the existence of the darker side of life. That does not mean that Goths possess an obsession with either one. Goth is recognizing the balance of dark and light, life and death, without turning away, denying, or living in fear of the things some people find disturbing. For some Goths, it is an acceptance of the inevitable that makes them appreciate life and live it to the fullest from day to day.

· Goths and Music.
At early levels of development Goths and gothic music were indissoluble – Goths were only those, who were fans of gothic bands, but now situation has changed and we can see Goths who don’t listen only to gothic music and even not listening to it at all. The role of gothic music is still rather important, but if music used to be uniting factor, now gothic art- literature-clubs, where Goths come on literary readings, there are a lot of internet links which have poetic or art information. It is natural that the most part of Goths prefer to grasp in gothic music rather well. But nowadays we can see not Goths who like this style of music.
7) Why Youth cut themselves?

Hands covered with scars after knife or blade is a very widespread occurrence among Goths, and so, as I’m a future psychologist, I decided to find out what can it be coursed by and why does it happen:
Selection from Sex in the USA part 1: Scar Lovers featured in SPIN magazine 

"The practice is most prevalent among abuse survivors, in gangs or prisons, and among teenagers. Young cutters carve words, pictures, and punctures into their skin using Swiss Army knives, paper clips, scissors, tacks or fingernails. They cut to get attention, or to avoid suicide by substituting a physical pain for a nebulous inner pain they can't control, or to acquire a sense of focus."

"They cut to get attention": These youths will make shallow cuts in obvious or semi-obvious areas, like the inner arm, usually with a razor blade. It will be in a place that can be hidden by clothing from parents or teachers. However, they will want friends or others to be observant enough to notice and care. This person is not actually suicidal. They want someone to notice even though they may hide their cuts and scars.

"To avoid suicide by substituting a physical pain for a nebulous inner pain they can't control": These people are not necessarily suicidal, but definitely filled with an overwhelming emotional pain. Physical pain can be induced to distract the person from their inner pain and give it a tangible symbolic form. Since physical pain heals, the act of cutting is a symbolic action to release inner pain and allow it to heal. The cuts and scars are also symbols to remember past pain and the fact that they've survived it. People cut themselves in a symbolic attempt to release emotional pain, whether or not the thought of suicide actually entered their mind. Cutting yourself as a form of self-punishment also falls into this category.

"To acquire a sense of focus": People who try to achieve focus despite pain are testing the limits of mind over matter and experimenting with their pain tolerance level, to see if they can take it. People who focus on the pain are trying to overwhelm any other trivialities which may be distracting them. They are trying to become more in touch with their body and its mortality.

Another reason not mentioned in the article is experimentation/imitation. A person may grow curious about the sensation. They'll do it for purely experimental reasons -- to see what if feels like, what it looks like, how it scars. Imitation is also relevant here. Some youths get the idea for self-cutting by knowing others who have done it. Curiosity, or a desire to be like that person, will make them try it. Although in this case, it is to gain respect of those who also cut themselves.
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III. Conclusion.
So, we can see that phenomenon of gothic subculture, which has been born in early 80’s, has carried through a rather rash development. As a result nowadays this is a strong, independent of the favor of mass-media subculture with own developed infrastructure. This subculture can be rather dangerous for not prepared young people, because the restraint and gloominess of the representatives of it, can course some psychical shifts. The younger generation usually doesn’t want to obtain further insight into real meaning of this subculture. Their superficial understanding of it courses incomprehension between this movement and society. But, it should be mentioned, that throwing down a challenge Goths are craving for self-expression and self-knowledge. Moreover for some people it is an attempt to cover real problems under the mask of stereotypes of subculture. Or sometimes it is just a way to be freer from laws of society. Goths are rather serene of people; they in general prefer not to have any conflicts with other movements or normal people, who surround them. But they are rather arrogant concerning to those, who are not a representatives of this movement. Goths are rather artistic and creative people and that is a description that is undeniably attractive in this movement.
The mysticism and inscrutability are those descriptions that attract young people.
Speaking about Russia, I can say, that in our country this subculture is still rather young, only few decades. Our gothic scene can be represented with early works of such well-known bands as Agatha Cristy, Nautilus Pumpilius and Alice.
Speaking about modern Gothic scene I can mention such bands as Fleur, Doppelganger, Crusi-Fiction, Black Countess.
Opening a subject of gothic esthetics in Russia I can say that our subculture did not have a forward development and it mainly developed owing to imitation of European one. A lot of people say that Gothic subculture in Russia has already died before it has been born. May be it is true, but nevertheless I given to the idea that this movement has just entered a new phase of its development in Russia.
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Photos of cemeteries:

7. http://www.cemetery-collection.com/index2.htm
8. http://www.gothic.ru/cemetery/
9. http://www.grabengel.de/
It is interesting:

Gothic Art:

1. http://www.smitheliot.com/
2. http://www.ratspike.com/
3. http://www.jasonbeamstudios.com/gallery.html
4. http://www.robertosegate.co.uk
5. http://www.digitalapocalypse.com
6. http://www.alixgrey.com
7. http://www.gothicart.ru/
More information about Gothic subculture:
1. http://www.darklinks.com/
2. http://www.vamp.org/Gothic/Text/gothic-faq.html
3. http://www.darkwave.org.uk/faq/ukpg/
