1.4.2.
I was investigating John Ziman and his "Reliable Knowledge", to find out what was wrong about metaphors as meaningful models, when Janette came down into the room and took up a stance. You know what wives are like when they do that: never so beautiful as ' when they are angry.

"Put it away".

I was not sure if she meant the reference volumes, the notebook, the ballpoint pen, the coffeepot, the chocolate biscuits, the plastic bags or my navel; all I can tell you is that I didn't like the sound of it. She didn't ask me what progress I was making at the institute. She didn't even ask me what sort of nonsense 1 was wasting my time on. It came without nuances.

"Put it away. If you don't put it away I will leave you, and I will take the pictures."

I took it as a warning, and I gathered up my materials. End of travail, and it was a wrench. I am never so happy as when 1 am doing something with my own hands. So 1 had to invent something else, and pursue it until she had recovered her calm. Seriously, she was right. I had dithered too long.

The project, then, was to take up the search for a new line of credit against the securities Janette was using for collateral to start her company. She had international banking brokers trying to set this up. But, right now, the banks involved were squabbling like little children over whose rules we should all play by in that deal.

How much time do we need to make strokes of genius seem plausible? In this instance I allowed five minutes to elapse before I announced my plan. I would meet a friend from a music industry background and see if the funding might come from investors in the showbiz. It would cost me an evening in town, but what was an evening, won or lost, to either of us now? I quoted a verse from Moses' prayer without attributing the source: 'For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past". For all she knew I might have written it myself. I hoped I would be forgiven one day for finding encouragement in her silence.

After R. Walshe Answer:
1.  What was the narrator doing when his wife came down into the room?
2.  Did Janette ask her husband what progress he was making at the institute?
3.  Did she ask him what he was doing? Why?
4.  What was Janette using for collateral to start her company?
5.  What were the banking brokers trying to do?
6.   What were the banks involved doing?
