                    Death metal. 

One of the most extreme and brutal music styles. It is very fast and heavy music with growling vocals. First, the main idea of texts was the describing the death: natural or violent with describing the details. Death metal has a lot of sub styles.

1). Classic death metal.  The  classical form of the style. It was made by making thrash metal faster and more aggressive in 1986-1987. The name of the style came from the name of the group-beginner – DEATH. Unofficially death metal divides into 3 schools: Swedish, American and English. 
a). American death metal. It is characterized by great similarity of groups playing it. Examples: early Morbid Angel, Angelcorpse, Obituary and Cancer.

As an example of lyrics in this style I can show you the song of Morbid Angel. 
                        Day of suffering (by Morbid angel)

A call to take your hand

For I'm at one with the dark

How dare you come with me 

And again you must die 

So ancient curse known to me

Behold the powers I unleash

Upon your throne

Know my words, feel my hate descend 

Lord of light

I will swarm against you now

Gods perverse

Wicked at my side

Misery

Thorns to lance your every word

Nazarene

Now I crown you king in pain 

Suffer
A good example which shows anger and detestation of one man to another. He says that he is one with the dark and it means that he is a damned creature who wants only to kill. The song is very aggressive. It is real death. The guitars are roaring drummer is really crazy- he hammers very quickly and loudly and the vocalist growls very professionally. While listening to this song we can notice that guitar rhythm and drum rhythm do not coincide. Drummer is manically quick and the guitarist is quiet. This convergence disappears after the first verse. Such song structure makes the song unusual for the death style where the songs are quick from the very beginning to the very end.  
b). British death metal. The distinguishing feature is in creating a strong “wall of sound” while recording and performing. 
c). Swedish death metal. It’s distinguishing feature is low-tuned guitars. Examples:  Dismember, Entombed, Edge Of Sanity, Grave. 
Here is one of Dismember’s songs:
                  Massive Killing capacity (by Dismember)

Unseen and deadly

Phantom of the skies

Tool of mass destruction

Child of an insane mind 

Millions are dead

Millions will die

Rejoice this day

As death rain from the skies 

Deformed freaks

Survivors of the blast

Incinerated existence

Even death can last 

Winds of destruction

Sweep the earth
 World murder

This is the new order 

No turning back

Drop the iron first

Uncountable casualties

Life ceases to exist
If we think about this text, we can understand that it is about the nuclear war. They call it “Tool of mass destruction. They say that it is such thing that has killed millions of people and will as much as it will be able to. They call men who have survived not people but freaks because they are dying because of the radiation and their death is not momentary, but it lasts! “Winds of destruction sweep the earth” it is about consequences of nuclear war. “Life ceases to exist!”- Author says that nuclear weapon is very dangerous, that nothing will live after nuclear war. It is a typical anti-military social text. 
2). Techno death metal. It is characterized by very high difficulty of music. It has very melodic and advanced guitar parts. It is not as heavy as Classic Death metal. Sometimes such groups use keyboards. Examples: Cynic, Carbonized, Sadist, Atheist.
3). Brutal death metal (Deathcore). It is more brutal and extreme than usual death. The speed of performance varies from middle to very high. It’s guitar sound is more unusual than simple distorted guitars’. Example: cannibal corpse. But this style has the special branch: Neo-brutal death metal. The representatives of this sub style mix Brutal death with doom metal and alternative metal. We may mark out one more sub style which  differs from deathcore only by its lyrics: Satanic deathcore. Representatives: Acheron and Infestdead.
4). Simpho death metal. There are very few groups in this style. The most successful thing in this style is the album Sadist(1994). 
5). Psycho death metal. It has very special guitar sound. Examples: Morgoth, Korpse, Voivoid. 
6). Atmospheric Death metal. Groups which play this style play it on the border with doom metal. After the term: “atmospheric” became popular, a lot of groups began using it for describing their works. Examples: Septic Flesh, Dark Milennium. 
7). Death- Industrial metal. One of the most heavy musical forms. Death metal with industrial music elements. As a rule, in this style real drummers are not used. They are replaced by drum-machine. Example which is known to every Carmageddon gamer- Fear Factory.
Transgression (by Fear factory)
One nation of gods, divided by faith,

A nation is divided by faith,

Witness deliberate war of attrition,

Judge me not, lest you be judged,

Eyes are blinded, blinded by violation,

I hate your contention,

I hate you violation,

I hate your corruption,

I hate your life destruction,

I am your enemy...

Witness deliberate war of attrition,

Kill my mind, my mind is the weapon,

Words are banned, these words meant to enlighten,

I hate your contention,

I hate your violation,

I hate your corruption,

I hate your life destruction,

I am your enemy,

I will resist,

Endlessly...
.
As there are a lot of different death metal groups, ideas of song texts vary very much. Some groups sing about death, continuing old tradition. The most popular group which write such songs is Cannibal Corpse. They sing about death in every manifestation. Their songs are called for example “Shredded humans”, “Mangled”,”Bloody chunks”… The groups who sing such songs say that listeners mustn’t think that the group is mad and completely ill. They say that it is only the method of effusion the anger. They call their songs only the products of human fantasy. Here I’ll give you an example of the Cannibal Corpse song:
                           DEMON`S NIGHT
Sparks – the eyes of fire

Flying high in the night

Storms – the arms of evil

It's gonna take your life 

You know the bats crying

Hell bent for the death

Rain – the tears of the devil

Gonna lay you to rest 

Rolling a thunder – a curse on that night

We've got your number – no use to hide 

You – you've lost your freedom

To the masters of force

Ride on the waves of magic

Dark nights will be your course 

Rolling a thunder – a curse on that night

We've got your number – no use to hide 

Demon's night – no way out

Demon's night – the angels fight

Demon's night – cries of pain

Demon's night

Demon's night – a night to die 

Lights – blinding your mind

Like a flash out of hell

Sounds – that no one will hear

It's a demon's bell 

Look in the face of horror

It's a dangerous night

Scream for your mother's children

You've lost your human right 

Rolling a thunder – a curse on that night

We've got your number – no use to hide 

Demon's night – no way out

Demon's night – the angels fight

Demon's night – cries of pain

Demon's night

Demon's night – a night to die 

Rolling a thunder – a curse on that night

We've got your number – no use to hide 

Demon's night – no way out

Demon's night – the angels fight

Demon's night – cries of pain

Demon's night

A night to die

As you can see, the fantasy of the songs` writer has no borders. But not all death metalists sing such songs. A lot of death groups sing about social problems. For example the group Carcass: it often sings about social troubles. For example:
                            Don’t believe a word (by Carcass) 

      You should never take too literally what you read

Misinformation, distortion, make belief

Fabrications, half truths implied

Misquotations, out of context and lies 

"I promise to tell the truth

The whole truth and nothing but..." 

Lies – you believe them all

Lies – you swallow them whole

Lies, lies, half truths misinformation and...

Lies – you believe them all

Lies – you swallow them whole

Lies, lies, half truths misinformation and...

...lies 

Fact and fantasy united as one

Real power stems from the barrel of a pen

Living memory can easily be erased

The pen is mightier than the sword

Yet with no blade 

"I promise to tell the truth

The whole truth and nothing but..." 

Lies – you believe them all

Lies – you swallow them whole

Lies, lies, half truths misinformation and...

Lies – you believe them all

Lies – you swallow them whole

Lies, lies, half truths misinformation and...

                       BLACK METAL.

Black metal is called so because of the group Venom. One of their first albums is called Black Metal(1982). Venom played very chaotic and hard music which was close to Thrash Metal. In fact, Venom was the ancestor of black metal. At same time there came a lot of other groups: HELLHAMMER(1982) from Switzerland which was renamed into Celtic frost later, BATHORY(1983) from Sweden, SODOM from Germany. Later, CELTIC FROST and SODOM went aside from black stylistics. These are the groups from the “first legion”. The music was heavy, aggressive and degraded.
Groups from the “second legion” are all from Scandinavian countries. DARKTHRONE (from 1986 to 1987 as BLACK DEATH, later as DARKTHRONE), BURZUM(from 1987 to 1990 under the name of URUK-HAI, from 1991 as BURZUM), Mayhem (1984), IMMORTAL (1990), BEHERIT (1989) from Finland. These groups continued developing Black metal and added some Nordic frost and anger to it. This style of music is called Scandinavian Black. But at that time black groups began appearing in different parts of the world: Rotting Christ from Greece and Sigh from Japan. It was very aggressive style of music which had s standard set of musical instruments: guitar, bass and drums. But even then some elements of keyboard parts appeared in this style. 

The “third legion” appeared in the first part of the 90s. This is the time of heyday of many groups: Emperor(1992), Enslaved(1991), Satyricon(1991) from Norway. These and other groups raised the level of black metal. Novations, originality, great variety of effects, atmosphere of keyboards, which are based on the background of black metal, made their work. 
The “forth legion” appeared in 1995. It is the top of the development of black. It is characterized by using a lot of musical instruments and ways of performing music.  
                       Ideology.

Ideology of black metalists is a very serious question. It is impossible to tell you about all of them, that is why I’ll tell you only about some of them. In the beginning black metal was particularly satanic. The early groups such  as Venom and Hellhammer praised the Satan and evil forces. Later BATHORY began praising the Vikings and their war talents and a lot of Scandinavian groups walked this way later. 

But groups of the “second and third legion” decided to destroy Christianity and their deeds converted from anger in their songs to real actions: they began burning churches. From 1992 to 1996 there were destroyed 22 churches and some other monuments. It was a national disaster. But not all black metalists were Satan fanatics. A lot of groups pretended being Satanist only to make more money, to make a special image, but in Nordic countries every black metalist was a real follower of Antichrist.

 A lot of groups began using not only occult ideas in the texts, but adding folklore ideas: long battles, knights in their armor and medieval thing like this. 
The group SUMMONING from Austria is separated a little bit from the black groups as it sings about the world, created by J. R. R. Tolkien, a great fantasy writer. The design of many black metal CD`s shows us world full of fantastic creatures and noble humans. These groups let us go away from the reality and rest a little bit.
        Our foes shall fall. (By Summoning)

The sword is sharp, the spear is long

The arrow swift, the gate is strong

The heart is bold that looks on gold

The dwarves no more shall suffer wrong 

The mountain throne once more is freed

O! Wandering fold, the summons heed

Come haste! Come haste! Across the waste

The king of friend and kin has need. 

Now call we over mountains cold

Come back unto the caverns old

Here at the gates the king awaits

His hands are rich with gems and gold 

The king is come unto his hall

Under the mountain dark and tall

The worm of dread is slain and dead

And ever so our foes shall fall

And the example of satanic song:

        Lost wisdom (by BURZUM)
While we may believe

our world – our reality

to be that is – is but one

manifestation of the essence

Other planes lie beyond the reach

of normal sense and common roads

But they are no less real

than what we see or touch or feel

Denied by the blind church

'cause these are not the words of God

– the same God that burnt the

Knowing. 
Varg, the creator of BURZUM and it’s songs says that our world is real, but not the only world which can be. He says that there are a lot of other worlds behind our reality and there are a lot of very unusual things to see there. He says that the church is blind, that it denies their being because it can destroy their conception of the world which their God gave them. And he says that a lot of people before knew about these worlds and things but God told the church destroy them as their discoveries stood against his words in Bible. 
                    Non-aggressive metal styles. 

Metal is a music style which was made from punk rock in 1960-1970. Aggressive rhythms and distorted guitars are very usual in this style. Metal has a lot of sub styles: from “soft” (such as classical heavy metal) till very aggressive (black metal and death). The themes and ideas of songs are different in every style: very gloomy and dark (gothic metal and doom), occult (black), social texts (death) and a lot of other. Fans of metal are called “metalists” or “metalheads”. In foreign countries metal is usually called “heavy metal” but in Russia heavy metal is used to call only a style of metal. 
                                        HEAVY.

Usually when we say “heavy metal”, we mean classical metal which was created by Black Sabbath and Judas Priest in 1960-70s. They called themselves warriors against the governments; they were not delighted with political situations and some other things and it had a reflection in their songs.
                                           WARPIGS (Black Sabbath)

Generals gathered in their masses

just like witches at black masses

evil minds that plot destruction

sorcerers of death's construction

in the fields the bodies burning

as the war machine keeps turning

death and hatred to mankind

poisoning their brainwashed minds, oh lord yeah! 

Politicians hide themselves away

they only started the war

Why should they go out to fight?

They leave that role to the poor 

Time will tell on their power minds

Making war just for fun

Treating people just like pawns in chess

Wait 'till their judgment day comes, yeah! 

Now in darkness, world stops turning

as the war machine keeps burning

No more war pigs of the power

Hand of god has struck the hour

Day of judgment, god is calling

on their knees, the war pigs crawling

Begging mercy for their sins

Satan, laughing, spreads his wings

ALL RIGHT NOW!
As you can see, Ozzy Osbourne protests against the wars which their generals make. He calls them Warpigs as they make other people go to war instead of the generals. He says that they cannot direct the war; they only try to head up their enemies with the number of soldiers. Ozzy calls generals` meetings witches` messes. And he says that they all we be seriously judged at the day judgment.
But other groups which played heavy metal sang about freedom and their lifestyle:

                                   Painkiller (By Judas Priest)

Faster than a bullet

Terrifying scream

Enraged and full of anger

He's half man and half machine 

Rides the Metal Monster

Breathing smoke and fire

Closing in with vengeance soaring high 

He is the Painkiller

This is the Painkiller 

Planets devastated

Mankind's on its knees

A savior comes from out the skies

In answer to their pleas 

Through boiling clouds of thunder

Blasting bolts fo steel

Evils going under deadly wheels 

He is the Painkiller

This is the Painkiller 

Faster than a laser bullet

Louder than an atom bomb

Chromium plated boiling metal

Brighter than a thousand suns 

Flying high on rapture

Stronger free and brave

Nevermore encaptured

They've been brought back from the grave 

With mankind resurrected

Forever to survive

Returns from Armageddon to the skies 

He is the Painkiller

This is the Painkiller

Wings of steel Painkiller

Deadly wheels Painkiller
Judas priest tells us about the lifestyle of their dreams: to wear leather, ride motorbike, sing about what they want without pressure from society and government. This man is not very good, but he fights for his rights and does it in the way he can. 
At the end of 1970s, after heavy metal’s bad period, there came a new style: New Wave of British Heavy metal(NWOBHM). Iron Maiden, Saxon and Def Leppard were the first to play it. Some people say that Motörhead was in NWOBHM but it became popular earlier than the appearing of NWOBHM and it has no correct style. 
                               Man on the edge (by Iron Maiden)

 The freeway is jammed

and it's backed up for miles

The car is an oven and baking is wild

Nothing is ever the way it should be

What we deserve we just don't get you see 

A briefcase a lunch and a man on the edge

Each step gets closer to losing his head

Is someone in heaven are they looking down

Cause nothing is fair just you look around 

Falling down

Falling down

Falling down 

He's sick of waiting of lying like this

There's a hole in the sky for the angels to kiss

Branded a leper because you don't fit

In the land of the free

You can live by your wits 

Once he built missiles a nation's defense
Now he can't even give birthday presents

Across the city he leaves in his wake

A glimpse of the future a cannibal state 

Falling down

Falling down

Falling down
And again political problems… It is a song about a man who tried his best for his country, but as a reward he got a life of hermit.

                       Running free (by Iron Maiden).

  Just sixteen, a pickup truck, out of money, out of luck.

I've got nowhere to call my own, hit the gas, and here I go. 

I'm running free yeah, I'm running free.

I'm running free yeah, Oh I'm running free. 

Spent the night in an L. A. jail, and listened to the sirens wail.

They ain't got a thing on me, I'm running wild, I'm running free. 

Puller here at the Bottle Top, whiskey, dancing, disco hop.

Now all the boys are after me, and that's the way it's gonna be 

In this song it is told a story of a free man, an ideal of a true heavy metalist. He does everything he wants. 
And of course, metalist can’t help singing about love. They make very beautiful songs with long solos, voice overfull with feelings. Metalists find very good words for describing love. 

                                     Still loving you. (by Scorpions). 

Time, it needs time

To win back your love again

I will be there, I will be there

Love, only love

Can bring back your love someday

I will be there, I will be there

I'll fight, babe, I'll fight

To win back your love again

I will be there, I will be there

Love, only love

Can break down the wall someday

I will be there, I will be there

If we'd go again

All the way from the start

I would try to change

The things that killed our love

Your pride has built a wall, so strong

That I can't get through

Is there really no chance

To start once again

I'm loving you

Try, baby try

To trust in my love again

I will be there, I will be there

Love, our love

Just shouldn't be thrown away

I will be there, I will be there

If we'd go again

All the way from the start

I would try to change

The things that killed our love

Your pride has built a wall, so strong

That I can't get through

Is there really no chance

To start once again

If we'd go again

All the way from the start

I would try to change

The things that killed our love

Yes, I've hurt your pride, and I know

What you've been through

You should give me a chance

This can't be the end

I'm still loving you

I'm still loving you, I need your love

I'm still loving you

                          Rock music.
There is an opinion that rock music, as a way of protest became popular in the 1960s: time of the Vietnam War, time of society distempers and time of appearing of the Hippie. Governments pressed down on society and it tried to make a protest. And in the 1960s there was a great change in musical arts and musical culture. People wanted more from music. They wanted music to be their “representative” at the meetings with governments. Texts became angry and they expressed the displeasure of people. Rock is so popular because the texts are now very philosophic and everybody can understand one and the same text differently. Then, the music is very simple- every man who has a basic musical education can play it. I have listened to many rock groups and I can say that only Russian rock is still a protesting one. Rock appeared in USSR in the middle of 1970- beginning of 1980 and all the groups were against the communistic regime. They all were under ban, but they sang social songs. For example the group “KINO” sang such songs as “WE WANT CHANGES” and “THE LAST HERO”. And of course the group “DDT”. Yuri Shevchuk sang sings and will sing about freedom, his texts are full of sense.  
                                Major-boys. (by DDT). 
 I celebrate you, children of diplomatists,

Of jurists, ministers ,and professors of.
Of very fat actors, journalists and magnates,

Very prolific writers and beautiful crooners.
In brief, of those who are always encored to sing once again.
Of those who are always able to travel all over the world!

Open all your mouths, take your hats from the heads-
You can see major boys on your town’s street.

Arrogance in their bodies, it is torn like I paper.

The soul? Or not? It is not our business!

Everything’s very simple for those little snivelers-
Their parents will make their life very happy.

Father will make the whole hall encoring his son!

Father will make their whims always being true!

Open all your mouths, take your hats from the heads-

There are major boys on the fathers’ vehicles.
Spending time with the women, spending money prodigally,
Major boys are missing the Spanish corrida.

Poor boys, for a long they haven’t been to San-remo!
Miami, Paris, Florida-THEY WANT EVEN MORE!

And those who are elder, they make films about well-being!

They make false reports about the roads which are straight!
Open all your mouths, take your hats from the heads-

There are major boys on the fathers’ vehicles.

Shevchuk says that even in communistic country, where everybody is the same, there are men who live better than the others. This man must only have parents who are either popular or work in the government. If a person has such parents, then the person will be able to go to the foreign countries, to have better life. 
