


By Irene Strange

SLEEPY LION

Bruno the sleepy lion was inspired by retro cartoons
and old circus posters. This amigurumi toy is a fab

summer project — the perfect miniature companion!

Save < Db Bliss Cotton DK
Spend * Debbie Bliss Cotton Angora Wool Mix

Spoil yourself - Sublime Organic
Merino Wool DK : ;

CHEEKS (MAKE 2)

Using MC, make a magic ring.

Rnd 1: Ich (does not count as a st), 6dc
inring, pull ring tight — ésts.

Rnd 2: 2dc in ea st around — 12sts.
Rnd 3: (1dc in next st, 2dc in next st) 6
times — 18sts.

Rnd 4:1dcin ea st around.

Rnd 5:1dc in each of first two sts, sl st
in next st.

Fasten off.

NOSE
Using CCl1, work as for cheek.

MOUTH

Using MC, make a magic ring.

Rnd 1: Ich (does not count as a st), 6dc
in ring, pull ring tight — ésts.

Rnd 2: 2dc in ea st around - 12sts.

Rnd 3:1dc in ea st around.

Rnd 4:1dc in each of first two sts, sl

st in next st, leave the yarn on hook,
connect together the four pieces made,
as shown in diagram A.

SEW MUZZLE
Sew together the mouth, two cheeks
and nose, as shown inimages 1, 2 and 3.

Diagram A - joining the face parts together,

and first 2 rounds of the face
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Diagram B - the mane pattern

HEAD
Once the feature parts are sewn together,
carry on working in the round, from the
mouthpiece, as shown in image 4.
Continue in MC.

Rnd:1dc in ea st around — 38sts.

Rnd 2: Reduce by 4sts in this round,

in the corners between the parts (see
diagram A R2) 1dc in each of all other
stitches — 34sts.

Rnd 3: Reduce by 4st in this round, same
as Rnd 2, 1dc in each of all other stitches
—30sts.

Rnds4to5:1dcin ea st around.

Rnd 6:[Idc in ea of next 8sts, dc2tog] 3
times - 27sts.

Rnd 7:[Idc in ea of next 7sts, dc2tog] 3
times — 24sts.

Rnd 8:[1dc in ea of next 6sts, dc2tog] 3
times — 2lsts.

Rnds9to10: Rep Rnds 4 to 5.

Rnd 11:[1dc in ea of next 6sts, 2dc in next
st] 3 times — 24sts.

Rnd 12:[Idc in ea of next 7sts, 2dc in next
st] 3 times — 27sts.

Rnds13to18:1dc in ea st around.

Rnd 19:In this round, change to CClI
when at the back of the head, 1dcin ea

st around.

Rnd 20:n this round, once you've
reached the point where colour changed
in previous round, start to work in back
loop only. 1dc-blo in ea st around — 27sts.
Rnd 21to 22: 1dc-blo in ea st around.

Rnd 23:[Idc-blo in first 7sts, dc-blo2tog] 3
times 2 - 4sts.

Rnd 24:[Idc-blo in first 2sts, dc-blo2tog]
6 times — 18sts. At this point, add some
stuffing to the face and head.

Rnd 25: [dc-blo2tog] 9 times — 9sts. Tap
up stuffing.

Rnd 26:[dc-blo3tog*] 3 times — 3sts. Do
this if you can get the hooR in the gap —
if not, carry on with the mane and sew up
the opening later on.

Image 5 shows the head completed up to
the mane,

Do not fasten off, work your way
backwards along the stitches worked
in the back loop only, using the Mane
Patten,

MANE

Follow the pattern in diagram B (above
left) along the front loops of the
stitches warked in the back loop only,
on the head.

Our cute lion is made
In the round without
turning your Work — just
crochet upwards

in a spirall

s

You can change the amount of chain
stitches to get a neater, shorter mane,
or make them even longer for a really
shaggy one, as shown in image 6.

HEADBAND

Using CC2, make 39ch.

Rnd 1:1dc in second ch from hook, Idc in
ea st across, turn — 38sts.

Rnd 2:1ch (does not count as a st), 1dcin
ea st across, turn.

Rnd 3: Change to CC3, Ich 1dc in ea st
across.

Rnd 4: Change to CC2, Ich, Idc in ea st.
Fasten off and sew the two ends
together to make a band.

If you like, you can crochet a little extra
strip to cover up the seam.

Using CC2, make 8ch.

Rnd 1:1dc in second ch from hookR, Idcin
ea st across, turn — 7sts.

Rnd 2:1ch, 1dc in ea st across. Fasten off.
Wrap around the seam of the headband
and sew up.

TAIL

Using MC, make a magic ring.
Rnd 1 ich (does not count as a st), 6dc in

B s e e



ring, pull ring tight — 6sts.

Rnd 2:1dc in ea stitch around.
Rnds 3o 25 (or desired length): Rep Rnd 2.
For a springy tail, add a bit of wire inside.
Add Tail Fringe - see diagram C (below
right) for instructions.
Wrap the fringe around the tip of the tail
in a spiral and sew in place.

LEGS

TOES (MAKE 68)

Make 3 for each foot, 6 in total.
Using MC, make a magic ring
Rnd I: 1ch, (does not count as a st), 6dc in
ring, pull ring tight — 6sts.
Rnd 2: 2dc in ea st around - 12sts.
Rnds 3to4: 1dc in ea st around.
Fasten off.

Connect the 3 toes together, referring to
diagram D.
Rnd 1: Using MC, work 24dc in the Ffirst
round, following diagram — 24sts.
Rnds 2 to 3: 1dc in ea st around.
Rnd 4: [4dc, dc2tog] 4 times — 20sts.
Rnd 5:[3dc, dc2tog] 4 times — 165ts.
Rnds 6toll:1dc in ea st around.
Rnd 7:1dc in ea st around.

Rnd 12: Change to CC2, 1dc in ea st
around.

Rnds 13to 14: 1dc in ea st around.
Rnd 15: Change to CC3, Idcin ea st
around. '
Rnd 16:1dc in ea st around.
Rnd 17: Change to CC2, Idcin ea st
around.

Rnd18: 1dc in ea st around.
Fasten off first foot once
completed, leave the second
one unfastened, then carry
on working in the round from
there, once the leg joint is in
place.

LECIOINT

Using CC2, make éch.
Rnd I: Idc in second ch from hook, 1dc in
ea st across, turn — 5sis.

Rnds 2to 3:1ch, Idc in ea st across, turn.
Fasten off.

You'll now have two finished legs and a
leg joint, as shown in image 7.

Connect the legs together with 5 slip
stitches on either side of the joint, then
carry on worRing in the round to make

e

Diagram D - connecting the toes

the body (see images 8 and 9). The leg o e —
joint is stitched in between the legs for a R cl.aln“ h T alf treble ;
bit of extra room. =lp stitc :|: treble i

+ double crochet { ‘
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Rnd 1: Using CC2, 1dc in ea st around —
34sts.

Rnd 2: Change to CC3, Idc in ea st
around.

Rnd 3:1dc in ea st around.

Rnd 4: Change to CC2, Idcin ea st
around.

This is a good place to add stuffing to the
toes and legs, before the body becomes
[oo narrow.

Rnds 5to 6: 1dcin ea st around.

Rnd 7: Change to CC3, [dc2tog, Idc in ea
of next 15sts] twice — 32sts.

Rnd 8: [dc2tog, 1dc in ea of next 14sts]
twice — 30sts.

Rnd 9: Change to CC2, [dc2tog, Idc in ea
of next 13sts] twice — 28sts.

Rnds 10 to 1t: 1dc in ea st around.

Rnd 12: Change to CC3, [dc2tog, 1dc in ea
of next 12sts] twice — 26sts.

Rnd 13:1dc in ea st around.

Rnd 14: Change to CC2, [dc2tog, 1dc in ea
of next 1ists] twice — 24sts.

Rnds 15t016: 1dc in ea st around.

Rnd 17: Change to CC3, Idcin ea st
around.

Rnd 18:1dc in ea st around.

Rnd 19: Change to CC2, Idc in ea st
around.

Rnds 20to 21:1dc in ea st around.

Rnd 22: Change to CC3, 1dc in ea st
around. Add stuffing to the body:.

Rnd 23:[dc2tog] 12 times — 12sts.

Rnd 24: Change to MC, Idcin ea st
around.

Rnds 25to 27:1dc in ea st around.
Fasten off.

ARMS

FINGERS {MAKE &)

MaRe 3 per arm, 6 in total.

Using MC, make a magic ring.

Rnd 1:1ch (does not count as a st), 6dc in
ring, pull ring tight — 6sts.

Rnds 2to 3:1dc in ea st around.

Fasten off.

ARMS

Using MC, connect the fingers together,
just like with the toes, as shown in image
10.

RndL:1dcin ea st around - I5sts.

Image 11 shows arms after round 1.
Rnds 2to 7: 1dc in ea st around.

Rnd 8: Change to CC2, 1dcin ea st
around.
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Give your lion an extra |
fluffy finish by running |
awire brush gently  /
over the surface.
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Rnd 9. dc2tog, 1dc in ea st around - 14sts.
Rnd 10: Change to CC3, Idc in ea st
around.

Rnd1:1dc in ea st around.

Rnd 12: Change to CC2, Idc in ea st
around.

Rnd 13:1dc in ea st around.

Rnds 14to 15: Rep Rnds 10 to 11.

Rnd 16: Change to CC2, Idcin ea st
around.

Rnd 17:[dc2tog, Idc in ea of next 5sts]
twice —12sts.

Rnds18to19:Rep Rnds 10 to 11.

Rnd 20: Rep Rnd 16.

Rnd 21: [dc2tog, 1dc in ea of next 4sts]
twice — 10sts,

Rnd 22:1dc in ea st around - 10sts.
Fasten off.

Stuff, fold the top edge flat and sew up
the opening, as shown in image 12,
You want to Reep the arms very loosely
stuffed at the top, so they move about
more freely.

FINISHING

Embroider the slespy eyes (see diagram
below right) and cheek dots with CCl1
yarn. Or attach safety eyes or beads.

SEWTOGETHER

Attach head to the body, as shown in
image 13. ‘

Attach tail to the body, as shown in
image 14.

Attach arms to the body, as shown in
image 15.

Sleepy Eyes Er




