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I'maBa I

Korga Mepu JIeHHOKC TIpUC/Ia/id XWUThb K Jsae, B MuccensTysuT-MsHop,
BCe TOBOPW/IM, UTO OHA CaMbIM HENpHUATHBLIM peOeHOK, KaKoro MM KOra-n6o
TIPUXOJUIOCH BU/IeTh. DTO Obl/Ia Mpasfa.

Y Hee ObUIO MaJieHbKOe Xy/0e JIMLI0 UM MajleHbKoe Xyloe Teno. Bosiochk
y Hee ObLTd OeNOKypble, >KUJKWE, a JIUIO, C BEUHO KUCJILIM BbIPa)KEHHEM,
)Ke/lToe, MOTOMY UTO OHa poawiack B MHAWM M BeYHO XBOpaja TO TeM,
TO PYTHM.

Orel1 ee cOCTOsIT Ha CTy)KOe y aHIVIMHCKOTO MpaBUTE/IbCTBA, BCeryia ObiBasl
OUeHb 3aHSAT U TOXKe YaCTO XBOpaJsl, a MaTh ee Oblla KpacaBulla, KoTopasi Trobusa
TOJIbKO OBbIBaTb B TOCTSIX M BECENUTbCS B KPYI'y BecesybiXx mrofeid. Eil BoBce
He Hy>XeH Obll1 pebeHOK, U, KorJia poAuiack Mepu, OHa Mopydusia yxo/[, 3a Hero
Ty3eMHOW CJIy’KaHKe, WIM ak3, KOTOPOM [Jaju IMOHAThb, YTO €C/IM OHa ’KeJjaeT
yroguth MeM-can6ll, To pebeHOK He JomKeH monagaThcs eif Ha I7a3a.

Mepu He TIOMHM/IA, UYTOOBI KOTZa-TM00 BUjena 6/IM3K0 UTO-HUOYIb, KpOMe
CMYTJIOTO JIMLIa CBOEW ad WIU IPYTUX Ty3eMHBIX CJIyT; a TakK Kak BCe OHM BCerza
TIOBUHOBA/IMCh el 1 TI03BOJISIU e /iesiaThb BCe TI0-CBOeMY, TTIOTOMY UTO MeM-caub
MOTI/Ia pacCepAuThCs, ecu Obl ee 00eCrOKOWI KPUK pebeHKa, TO 11eCTH JieT
oT poay Mepu Oblia BesTiuaMiiieil SroMCTKOW ¥ THPAHKOM.

Mornopasi TyBepHaHTKa-aHT/IMYaHKa, KOTOPYIO B3si/IM, UTOObI HAyunuTh MepH
yuTaTh W TMHCATh, TaK HEB3MOOW/IA ee, UTO uepe3 TPU Mecslla OTKa3asaach
OT MeCTa, a KOrja SIBJISVIUCh IpyTue T'yBePHAHTKU, TO OHU YXOAW/IU uepe3 elle
Oosiee KOpOTKoe BpeMms, ueM TiepBasi. I ecsiu 661 Mepu caMoii He 3axOTesiOCh
BBIYUHUTHCS UWTaTh U MHCAaTh, TO OHAa HUKOIZAa He mMesna Obl BO3MOXXHOCTHU
HayuMThCS ke a30yke.

B 0jHO CTpalllHO >KapKoe YyTPO — el Toraa ObLIo y>kKe OKOJIO [IeBATH JIeT —
OHa TIPOCHY/acb 0COOEHHO 371asi U Pa303/W/ach eille Oosibllle, KOTZa yBUea,



YTO C/Ty’KaHKa, CTOsIBITIasi BO37Ie ee IMOCTe/TH, Oblla He ee aif3.

— 3aueM ThI TIPUIIUIA? — CKa3ajla OHA UYKOU >KeHII[UHe. — $1 He T03BOJIO
Tebe octatbcst TyT. [IpUILLIA MHE MOFO aif3!

Y JKeHIIUWHBI OBIT WCIyTaHHBIA BUZ, W OHa TpobOpMOTana, 4To a3
He MOXeT TPUNTH, a Korida Mepu B HEUCTOBCTBE CTajia OMTb W TOJIKaTh ee,
OHa TOJILKO WCITyrajach eile OOJbIlle W TIOBTOPW/IA, UTO a3 HEBO3MOKHO
TIPUNATH K MUCCH caub.

B 3To yTpo B caMOM BO3/[yXeé TOYHO HOCH/IOCh UTO-TO TaWHCTBEHHOE.
Hwuuero He fjeflav 0OBIYHBIM TIOPSIIKOM, ¥ HEKOTOPBIX M3 Ty3eMHBIX CTyT BOBCE
He OBIJIO BHAHO, a Te, KOTOPBIX Mepu BHeNa, [ABUra/JMCh TOPOILITUBO
WM YKPaJIKOU, C OJie[HO-CePbIMU UCTTyTaHHBIMU JIUI[aMU. HO el HUKTO HAYero
He TOBOPUJI, ¥ ee aii3 BCe He SIB/Is/Iach.

YTpo MpOXOAX/IO; CKOPO OHA OCTajlaCh COBCEM O/[Ha, HAKOHEI] BBIIILIa B Ca/
W CTajla UrpaTh TOXKe OJHA TIOZ /IepeBOM, OKOJi0 BepaHAbl. OHa fesana BUJ,
YTO yCTpaWBaeT IIBETOUHYIO K/IyMOy, W BThbIKajia OOJbIIHe SIPKO-ajible IIBEThI
B MaJIeHbKHMe KYUKH 3eMJIH, Bce Oosbliie U OoJibIlle pa3gpakasich U1 6opmoua cebe
1ol HOC BCe TO, UTO coOupanach CKa3aTb CauJy, Bce Te OpaHHBIE CJIOBa,
KOTOPBIMH cobrpasiack 0603BaTh ee, KOrJila OHa BEPHETCSI.

— Ceunbst! CBuHbBs1! CBHUHOE OTpO/ibe! — TOBOpPHJIAa OHA, IIOTOMY UTO Ha3BaThb
Ty3eMija CBUHbEH — 3TO caMoe Xyjiiiee 0CKopOieHue.

OHa ckpexerasa 3ybamu, TIOBTOpSii 3Ty pa3y, KOrha yC/blliasa,
YTO Ha BepaH/y BHIIJIa €e Marh ellje C KeM-TO. ITo OblLT Oe/IOKyphIi MOIO0M
ye/ioBeK, U 00a OHU CTOSUTM W TOBOPW/IM KAKMMU-TO CTPAaHHBIMH TUXUMU
T'0JIOCAMU.



Mepu 3Hana 0e/IOKyporo MOJIOZIOTO UesloBeKa, TOXOXKEero Ha MaslbuMKa;
OHa CJIblIIIa/ia, UTO OH OBbIZT OUeHb MOJIOZON oduiiep, KOTOPBIA HelaBHO MpHexal
U3 AHIJIMU.

[leBouKka r/Isiiesia Ha HUX 000MX, HO OO/ee TIPUCTA/ILHO TJIsiZie/ia Ha CBOKO
Marhb.

OHa Bcerga 3TO Jiesaja, KOraa TOMbKO MPECTaB/IsUICS C/lyyad BUJZIETH ee,
TIOTOMY UTO MeM-caub — Mepu yacTo 3Bajla ee UMEHHO TakK, a He hUHade, — OblIa
TaKasl BbICOKasi, CTPOMHas1, KpaCcHBasi JlaMa U HOCWJIa MpesieCTHbIe Hapsi/bl. Y Hee
ObLTM BOJIOCHI, KaK BOJTHUCTBIM 111€7IK, KpaCHBbIN MaJIeHbKUM HOC, TIPEe3PUTE/TLHO
B3/IepHYThIN, U Oonbilve cMerommuecs rasa. Ozpexaa ee Bcerga Oblna Jierkast
Y pa3BeBarolLasiCs U, KaK BbIpaxkasiacb Mepu, «I10/1Ha KPY>KeB».

B 310 yTpo Ha Heli ObUIO Oosibllle KpPy)KeB, UeM BCerja, HO I/la3a ee
He CMesTUCh; OHM ObIIM Takue OOJIbIlIMe W UCIyTaHHbIe U YMOJISIOLe T/IseNn
B JIMI0 MOJIOZIoTro Oe/loKyporo oduiiepa.

— Heyxxenu geno tak rioxo? Heyxenu? — ycbiiiana Mepu ee BOIpoc.

— YKacHO! — ApoXKaly¥M To/0COM OTBETH/I MOJIO/IOM YesOBeK. — Y’KacHO,
muccuc JleHHoKc! Bbl 10/DKHBI OBIIIM yeXaTh B TOPHI [IBe He/le/Td TOMY Hasaj,.



Mewm-caub crasa JioMaTh PyKH.

— O, a 3Haw, uTO [O/DKHA Oblla cfenaTb 3TO! — BOCK/IMKHYy/A OHA. —
S1 octanachk TOJBLKO /1Jis1 TOTO, YTOOBI MOWMTH Ha 3TOT I/YIIbIM 3BaHbIl 006es! Kak s
Obu1a rymnal

B 3Ty MUHYTYy W3 TIOMeIleHUs] CJIyr pa3fajics TakoW TPOMKHM BOILIb,
YTO OHA yXBaTW/ach 3a PYKy MOJIOJIOTO UesioBeka, a Mepu 3a/ipokasa C TOOBEI
710 HOT. Boriib cTaHOBU/ICS BCe Oosiee TUKUM.

— Uro 310? UTo 3TO? — mpoiienTana Muccuc JIeHHOKC.

— Kro-to ymep, — oTBeTun Mmosiofioii odwuiep. — Bbl He roBopuiy,
yto 60s1e3Hb MOSIBU/IACh CPeJU BAllIUX CJIYT!
— $1 He 3Hanma! — BOCK/IMKHy/la MeM-caub. — O, ToijjlemMTe CO MHOM,

TOK/IeMTe CO MHOM!

Oma roBepHy/ach U ybexkana B ZioM.

[Tocsie aTOr0 HACTYMU/IO HEUTO yrKacarollee, 1 Mepu CTaso sICHO, MoUeMy
3TO yTPO OBIZIO TaKOe TauHCTBEHHOE.

[TosiBU/Iach xosiepa B caMol Tspkesiol ¢opMe, U TIOW YMUPa/IU, KaK MYyXHU.
Afti3 3abomesa HOUBIO, U CJIYTM BOTIW/IM B CBOUX XW)KMHAX, MOTOMY UTO OHA
TOJIBKO YTO yMmepsa. Houblo ymepsu ellle Tpoe C/IyT, a OCTajbHble B yrKace
Gexxanu. Bcroay 11apuia raHuKa, ¥ BO BcexX OyHraso ObLIM yMUpatoIye.

Ha cnenytoiuyii jleHb, BO BpeMsi TPeBOTM M CMsiTeHUs, Mepu crpsiTanach
B JIETCKOM, ¥ BCe 3a0buti 0 Hell. HUKTO He Ayman 0 Hel, HUKOMY OHa He Oblia
HY>KHa, U BOKPYT TIPOUCXOJU/I0 HEUTO CTPaHHOe, O YeM OHa He uMeria OHSTHSI.

Yacel npoxoauiv, 1 Mepu nonepeMeHHO TO Criaja, To miakana. OHa 3Hajna
TOJIbKO, UTO JIFOIX XBOPAaJ/U, U CJiblllla/ia TAMHCTBEHHbIE U TyraBIiive ee 3BYKH.

Pa3 oHa mpokpasnack B CTOJIOBYHO, KOTOpasi OKa3ajacb IyCTOW, XOT
Ha CToJIe CTOs/ HeJJOKOHUeHHBIM 00e; CTy/bs U TapejKu WMe/Id TaKOW BU/,
Kak OyATO WX TOCIMEeIIHO OTOJBUHY/IM B CTOPOHY, KOTZla JIFOAW TI0 KaKOW-TO
TIpUUMHe BHe3arHo MO/IHS/IMCh U3-3a CTO/IA.

Mepu mnoena (pyKTOB M CyXapeu M, UYBCTBYsS CWIbHYIO >KaXkAy, BbIMWJIa
CTOSIBIIMM Ha cCTojle cTakaH BuHa. OHO ObUIO C/1aKoe, HO JleBOYKa
He T0J03peBasa, YTO OHO OueHb Kperkoe. Ee CKOpPO Hauajio K/JIOHUTb KO CHY,
1 OHa T1o1171a 06paTHO B JIETCKYIO Y OMSTh 3arep/iach TaM, UCIyraHHasi KpUKaMH,
KOTOpble HEeC/MCb M3 XWKWH, M 3BYKaMd TOPOIUIMBBIX 11aroB. BUHO HarHamo
Ha Hee TakOM COH, YTO [Jla3a ee 3aKpbUIMCh MOMHMMO ee BOJIM; OHa Jiernia
Ha MOCTeJIb ¥ TOYHO TMOTepsijla CO3HaHUe.

OueHb MHOroe MPOM30LLIO 3a Te [JOJTMe 4Yachl, UYTO OHA Craja TaKuM
TSDKeJIbIM CHOM, U ee He pa30yawid HU BOILIH, HU IIIyM B OyHraso, rje 4To-TO
BHOCMJIA U BBIHOCUIJIU.

Korzia oHa mpocHy/ack, TO MpoJoJbKaa Je)KaTb HEMOABMXXHO, IPUCTA/IbHO



Il Ha CTeHy. B lome Obula MoJsiHeMINasi THIMHA; OHA He TIOMHWJ/IA, YTOOBI
Korza-nubo Tipexzge B HeM Lapuio Takoe Oe3mosBMe. OHa He Cribliiazia
HU TOJIOCOB, HM IIIarOB M /lyMajia O TOM, BCE JId YK€ BBI3[OPOBEN OT XOJIephI
Y mipoiilia i befa.

lymana oHa ¥ O TOM, KTO Telepb OyZeT yXa’KMBaTh 3a HElO, Be[jb ee aii?
ymepna! BeposiTHO, OyzieT HOBas aif3, U OHa, OBITh MOXeT, OyZieT paccKa3bIBaTh
HOBBIe CKa3KH; CTapble CKa3KH yKe J0CTaTOYHO Hazoe Mepu.

OHa He TUIaKaja O TOM, UTO yMepsa ee HsiHbKa. OHa He Obuia THOOSIIIM
peOeHKOM M HUKOT/]a HU K KOMY He Obl/la 0COOeHHO TIpPHBsI3aHa.

[ITym, GeroTHsi, BOTUIK 10 YMepIIUM OT XOJIEPbl — BCEe 3TO MCITyTaso ee, W,
KpOMe TOro, OHa Obljla OYeHb CEpANTA, TIOTOMY UTO HUKTO He BCIIOMHUJI, UTO OHA
xuBa. Bce Tak obe3ymenu OT yKaca, UTO HUKTO He TOAyMal O JeBOUKe,
KOTOPYIO HUKTO He JTFOOUJI.

Korma mropy 3abosieBasiu XO/IepoM, OHHM, Ka3aloCb, He MOV [yMaThb
HU O KOM, Kpome cebsi camrx. Ho ec/ii Bce OMSITh BBI3[OPOBE/H, TO, KOHEUHO,
KTO-HHUOY/b 10/DKEeH ObT BCTIOMHUTE O HEM U OTBhICKATh ee.

Ho HUKTO He TIpUXOAW/I, ¥ OHA BCe JieXkasa U >KJaja, U B ZOMe, Ka3aioch,
CTAaHOBWIOCH Bce THile W THie. OHa yC/iblillaza KaKOW-TO IIOPOX Ha IMHOBKE
W KOTZla B3IVITHY/Ia Ha TIOJ, TO YBW/ela Ma/IeHbKYH0 3MeWKY, CKOJIb3UBIITYIO
TI0 TIOJTY W T/ISI/IEBIYIO Ha Hee TIOXOXKUMH Ha JiparorieHHbIe KaMHH T7Ia3aMU.



Mepu He wucmyrasack: 3T0 Obul0 0e3BpefHOe MasieHbKOe CyIeCTBO,
KOTOpOe HUYero He MOIVIO el CJesarb. 3MeMKa, KasajJoCb, TOPOIWJIACh
BbIOpaTbCs M3 KOMHAThI, U Mepu BUjle/a, Kak OHa CKOJIb3HYJIa 07 1BePb.

— Kak ctpanHo u Tuxo! — cka3zana Mepu. — Kak 6yaTO B /JoMe HUKOTO HeT,
KpOMe MeHs Jla 3MeMKU.

ITouty B Ty ke MUHYTY OHa yCJbIXaja IIard B cajy, a [IOTOM Ha BepaHje.
OTo OB MYXXCKUe IaTh: MY>KUMHbI BOLIJIM B JIOM U O UEM-TO THUXO
3arosopunu. HUKTO He BBIIIe/T UM HaBCTPedy, HUKTO He 3ar0OBOPUJI C HUMU; OHH,
Ka3a/I0Cb, OTKPBIBA/IM [BEPU U 3aI/IA/bIBa/ I B KOMHATHI.

— Kakoe omnycromenue! — ckasaa omguH rosoc. — M sra Kpacusast
KeHIIMHa. .. Jja U pebeHOK, s Aymaro, Toxke! S crbiman, uto Ob1 pebeHOK, XOTs
ero HUKTO HUKOI/Ia He BUJeJl.

Korza OHM HECKO/IBKO MHUHYT CIIYCTS OTKpPbLIA [Bepb, Mepu crosia
Tocpeain JeTCKOM, HeKpacuBasi U 3/asi, HaXMypuB OpOBM, TIOTOMY uTO Oblna
Tr0JI0/IHa, U YyBCTBOBasIa ce6st KaK-TO TT030PHO 3a0pOIIeHHOM.

[TepBblit ueiOBeK, BOIIEAIINM B KOMHATY, ObUT BRICOKUM o(uliiep, KOTOPOTro
Mepu ozfHaXX/bl BUJie/la y CBOEro OTLa. Y Hero Obla yCTalblii U 03ab0ueHHbIN



BU/I, HO, KOTJla OH yBHU/IeJl ee, OH ObLI Tak IMOpa)keH, UTO UyTb He OTCKOUMII
Hasas.

— bBapneii! — kpukHyn oH. — 3mech pebeHok! PeGeHok, omuH! B Takom
MecTe! boke MOM, la KTO OHa Takas?

— 51 Mepu JIeHHOKC, — YOIIOPHO CKasaja [eBOYKa, BBIIPSAMJISSICH BO BeCb
pocT. UesioBeK 3TOT TOKa3ascs el oueHb rpyObIM, TTOTOMY UTO Ha3Basl [IOM ee
OTIL[a «TaKUM MeCTOM». — 5l yCHy/a, Korza Bce Obutd 00J/TbHBI XOTIepOM, U TOJTLKO
YTO MPOCHY/1aChb. OTYEro HUKTO He TIPUXOAUT?

— JTo TOT pebGeHOK, KOTOPOTO HUKTO HUKOT/A He BUen! — BOCK/IUKHYJI
o¢utiep, obparriasick K cBoeMy CIyTHUKY. — O Hell Ha camoM JieJie Bce 3a0biu!

— IMouemy 060 MHe 3abbu? — cripocuna Mepwu, Tomasi Horol. — [Touemy
HUKTO He TIPUXOAUT?

Mosozior uesioBeK, KOTOPOro 3BajiMi bapHeW, rpyCTHO MOCMOTpes Ha Hee.
Mepu fake 1okasanoCh, YTO OH MUTHYJI [V1a3aMH, TOUHO CMaxuBasi CJiesy.

— bepHas kpottka! — cka3zan oH. — HekoMy NpUKTH: HUKOTO He 0CTaloCh.

TakuM CTpaHHBIM U HEOXXM/aHHBIM 00pa3oM Mepu y3Hasa, uTo y Hee
He OCTaJ0Ch HU OTLA, HU MaTepy, YTO OHU yMepIu U ObLIU yBe3eHbl HOUbIO
Y UTO Te Ty3eMHble C/IyI'M, KOTOpble OCTa/JUCh B JKUBBIX, ITOCIIEIIHO ITOKUHY/IA
JOM W HUKTO W3 HHUX Jla)ke He BCIIOMHWI, UTO y HHUX Oblla MUCCH-Caud.
[ToaToMy-TO B /IoMe OBIJIO TaK THUXO; B HeM [IelCTBUTENbHO HUKOTO OoJibliie
He ObLI0, KpOMe caMoii Mepu Jla Ma/ieHbKOW 3MeNKHU.







['maBa 11

Mepu mobwia W3fanu T/eTh Ha CBOIO MaTb M CUMTaja ee OdeHb
KpPacHBOM; HO TaK KaK OHAa OYeHb Maji0 3Haja ee, TO e[Ba JIU MOXKHO ObLIO
OXKU/IaTh, UTO OHA OyZIeT TOCKOBATh 110 Hell, KOTZia ee He CTaHeT.

OHa HUUYThL He TOCKOBajia 0 HeM M TakK KakK Bcerma Obuia yriybseHa
B camoe cebsi, TO ee TMIOMBICJILI W Telepb, KaK OOBIKHOBEHHO, ObILIM
cocpefioToueHbl Ha cebe camoil. Bynb oHa ctapiie, oHa Obl, BEPOSITHO, OYeHb
Oecriokousiach TP MBIC/TH, UTO OCTajiaCh COBCEM OJ[HA Ha CBeTe, HO OHa eIllle
Obla OueHb Majia, ¥ TaK KaKk O Hel Bcerja 3ab0TW/MCh, TO TIpe/Iiofarasia,
YTO 3TO BCerya OyzieT Tax.

Iymasia oHa TOJILKO O TOM, TIOTAZIET JId OHA K XOPOIIUM JIFO/SIM, KOTOpbIe
OyzyT C Hell oOpalaTbCs BeX/IMBO U BO BCEM YCTYTMaTh €M, KakK 3TO fiejlajia ee
a3 U [IpyTre Ty3eMHbIe CTY>KaHKH.

Mepu 3Hajia, UYTO He OCTAHETCsI HaBCer/ia B /IOMe aHIVIMHCKOTO CBSIIIEHHUKaA,
KyZla ee B3s/Id B mepBoe BpeMs. Eli He X0Tesi0Cb 0CTaBaTbCs Tam. AHIVIMACKUN
CBAIEHHVK ObLT OefieH, U y Hero ObUIO MATEPO /IeTel, UyTh /I He OJHOJIETOK,
KOTOPbIe XOJW/IH B JIOXMOThSIX, BCETIa CCOPU/IUCh U TaCKaaW WIPYIIKUA JPYT
y 7Apyra. Mepu HeHaBH/le/la UX HEOMPSITHBIM ZIOM W TakK [AypHO oOpariasiach
C HAMH, UYTO uepe3 [iBa [JHS HUKTO He XOTeJl UTrPaTh C HEFO.

— Tebsi oToUUTIOT ZOMOW Yepe3 HeZeNI0, — CKaszana el ofHaKapl ba3wib,
MaJIBUMK TIacTOpa, C /IeP3KMMHU TOMyObIMHM T[7la3aMU U B37IEPHYTBIM HOCOM,
KoToporo Mepu HeHaBH/ie/la. — MbI BCe OUeHb Pafibl 3TOMY.

— U 51 Toxke pajzia, — oTBeTUIa Mepu. — A T/ie 3TO TaKoe «JI0MOM»?

— OHa He 3HaeT, e 3T0? — MPe3pUTebHO CKa3aja CeMUIeTHUM Ba3uib. —
OT10, KOHeuHO, AHrMs. Hamra 6abyika >KMBeT TaM, U B MPOIIUIOM TOAY TyZa
nocsianu cectpy Mabenb. A Thl moefiellib He K 0alyilke; y Tebsi ee HeT.
TwI IOEEIIL K CBOEMY Jisifie; ero 30ByT Muctep Apunbanb KpaBeH.



— $1 HUKOI/Ia PO Hero He CJ/bIxXasa, — OrpbI3Hy/Iack Mepu.

— §1 3Haro, yTO He csbIxana, — OTBeTH/ basusb, — Tbl HUUETO He 3Haelllb.
NeBoukr OOLIKHOBEHHO HWYero He 3HAWT. §1 c/iblilian, Kak Tarna U Mama
roBopuii Tipo Hero. OH ’KMBeT B T'POMAJIHOM 3a0pOIIIEHHOM CTapoM JioMe
B lepeBHe, U HUKTO K HeMy He XoAuT. OH Takol CepAUTHIM, UTO HUKOTO K cebe
He TyCKaeT, a eciu Obl U TYCTW/I, TO HUKTO Obl He mpuien. OH ropOyH
Y CTpaLIHbIN-CTPALLHBIH.

— §1 Tebe He Bepro, — CKa3zasa Mepu, OTBEpHYBIIKCh OT HETO U 3aThIKasi yIln
TnasibliaMy, TTIOTOMY UTO He XoTesia 6obliie C/TyIiaTh.

Ho oHa Bce-Taku o4eHb MHOTO Jiymasa 00 3Tom; a Korga muccuc Kpoydopa
B TOT K€ Beuep CKasaja e, UTO uepe3 HeCKOJbKO JHel OHa moefeT B AHIVIMIO
K cBoeMy gse, Muctepy KpasBeHy, KOTOpbIM Xun B MuccenbTysuT-MsHope,
y Hee ObLJT TAaKOM YTIPSIMO-PaBHOAYIITHBIN, TOUHO OKaMeHe/ bl BU/l, I03TOMY OHU
He 3Ha/li, YTO O Hel W mofymarb. OHU MbITAIUCh TIPUIACKaTh ee, HO OHA
oTBepHy/aach, Korga muccuc Kpoydop xorena mouenoBatb ee, U UYOMOPHO
BBITIPSIMUJIACh, KOrAa Muctep Kpoydopa notpenar ee 1o rieuy.

— OHa TakoW HeKpacuBbIM pebOeHOK, — CKa3aja I0C/ie 3TOr0 MUCCHC
Kpoydopj ToHoM coxasneHusi. — A MaTh ee Oblia Tak KpacuBa! M MaHephl y Hee



ObUIM Takve MUJIble, a Mepu CaMblii HENPUSTHBIA peOeHOK, KOTOPOTrO s KOTIZa-
nu0bo BHUAeNA.

— BBITh MOXeT, ecyii Obl ee MaTh TIOUaIlle MOSIB/ISIACh B IETCKOM, CO CBOMM
KPacCUBBIM JIML[OM W MUJIBIMH MaHepaMu, MepH ToXe Mor/ia Obl MEepeHsITh 3TH
MaHepbl. [ pyCTHO Tereph BCIIOMHHATh, Korjla OefHasi KpacaBHIla y)Ke yMepJia,
OueHb MHOTHE BOBCe He 3HaJIi, UTO Y Hee Obla peGeHOK!

— OHa, KakeTcsl, HAKOT/la He B3I/IsAHy/la Ha Hee, — B37IOXHY/a MHCCHUC
Kpoydopa. — Korza ee aifa ymepra, HIKTO ¥ He BCTIOMHIJI O Kpoiike. [Togymati
TOMBbKO: BCe C/IyTd pa30beXkanncb W OCTAaBUIM €e OfIHy B ITyCTOM JIOMe.
ITonkoBHUK Mak-I'pro TOBOPW/I MHe, UTO OBLIT MOpa)keH, KOrla OTBOPHU/ JBEPb
Y YBUJIEJT ee COBEPILEHHO OfIHY ITOCPeA KOMHATHI.

Bo Bpems gonroro nmepee3ia B AHIMIO  Mepu  HaxoAuIach
TIOZl TIPUCMOTPOM >K€HBI OHOTO Odwilepa, KOTopasi Be3jia TyJa CBOUX JIeTeH,
yTOObI TOMECTUTh MX B MaHCHOH. OHa OblIa OueHb 3aHATa COOCTBEHHBLIMU
JeTbMH M OueHb PajioBajiach, KOTZa cajia Mepu >KeHIMHe, KOTOPYI0 MHCTEep
KpsseH BbiC/1a1 B JIOHJOH BCTPETUTH ee.

JKeHImMHa 3Ta CTy’»KWIa SKOHOMKOW B MuccensTy3lT-M3HOpe, U 3Ba/id ee
muccuc Meaiok. OHa Oblla OUeHb T10/Has, C PyMSIHBIMH I[eKaMH U 30PKUMH
YepHbIMU T7Ia3aMH.

OHa oueHb He TIOHpaBWIach MepH; HO TakK Kak Mepu peiko KTO-rbo
HPaBHWJICSI, TO B 3TOM He OBIJI0O HUYEro YJUBUTENBbHOI0; KpoMe TOro, ObLIO
OYEBU/THO, UTO MUCCHC MeJIJIOK TOKe HEBBICOKOTO MHEHHUS O JIeBOUKe.

— OKasl OHa HekpacuBasi! — CKa3ajia OHa. — A MBI Beflb CJIBIIIIA/IN, UTO €e
MaTh Oblla KpacaBuija. OHa, Kak BH/HO, KpacOTBI-TO el B HAC/Ae[CTBO
He 0CTaBW/Ia, He TaK JIn?

— OHa, OBITb MOXET, TIepEMEHHWTCS, KOrjla TIOZIpacTeT, — A0OpOAYIIHO
CKa3asa keHa odwuriepa. — Ecyii Obl OHa He Obllia Takast yKe/iTasi U BbIpa)KeHHe
nuija ee ObLIO OBI TIONTACKOBEH. A uepThI JIMlla y Hee Xopoiwe. /leTyd Beb Tak
MeHS0TCs!

— Eli mpugeTcss U3MEHUTBCSI BO MHOTOM, — OTBETH/JIa MUCCHC MeajioK. —
A B MuccenbTysiTe HET HUYEro TaKOro, UTO MOIVIO Obl M3MEHUTh pebeHKa
K JIyUIlIeMY, €CJTH BbI CITPOCUTE MeHs!

O6e oHM aymanw, uto Mepu He C/yIlaeT, MOTOMYy UYTO OHAa CTOsUIA
HECKOJIKO T100/Iajib, ¥ OKHA OTejisl, IJjle OHHW OCTaHOBWIMCh. OHa CMOTpena
Ha MMPOXO0KMX, Ha TTPOe3)KaBIlie OMHUOYCHI ¥ K30bI, HO CJIbIIIajia BeCh Pa3roBOp;
B Hell IPOCHY/IOCH JIFOOOIBITCTBO TI0 OTHOIIEHWIO K [/l U €ro JKUIHIIY.
Yro 3TO OB 3a I0M U Ha UTO OH ObLI MOX0K? UTo Takoe ropObyH? OHa HUKOI/A
He BHU/iajia ropOyHa; ObITh MOXKET, UX B VIHIUK BOBCe He ObIIO.

C Tex Mop Kak OHA CTajia )XUTb B Uy)KUX JOMaxX U y Hee He Obuio aiiy,



OHa CTajla YyBCTBOBaTb Cebsi OIMHOKOM, U B TOJIOBY €l TIPUXO/WU/IN CTPaHHbIE,
COBEPIIIEHHO HOBbIE [I/1s1 Hee MBIC/IH.

Ona fymasna o ToM, TIoueMy 3TO OHa Bcerza Obljla «HUUbs», [lake Korja ee
oTel] U Marb ObUTM >KUBBL. [Ipyrue AeTu «IpPUHA//IeKaau» CBOMM OTI[aM
W MarepsiM, OHa >Ke, Ka3ajoch, Oblla BceM Uyxas. Y Hee Obuid ciayru, Oblia
TIUIIA U OfIeXK/a, HO HUKOMY He ObL10 /10 Hee fiefia. OHa He 3HasIa, UTO MPUYUHOM
3TOr0 OBLJIO TO, UTO OHA — OUeHb HEMPUSTHbIN pebeHOK; caMo coboli pa3ymeeTcs,
YTO OHAa He 3Hasa, Kakasi oHa HerpusTHasg. OHa 4acTO HaxoAwla, YTo [pyrue
JTFOIU OYeHb HeTpPUATHBI, HO He M0Z03peBasia, UYTo OHa CaMa TaKOBa.

OHa cumuTana Muccuc MeajioK caMoii HermpusiTHOM 0C000M, KOTOPYO Korjja-
mibo BUjena, C ee TPyObIM PYMSIHBIM JTUIIOM U 6e3BKYCHOM BBIUYPHOM LIISITION.
Ha cregyrommii fileHb, Korja OHM yeskanu B Mopkmwmp, Mepu 1ma
Mo MsatgopMe K BaroHy C BBICOKO IOAHSTON T0JIOBOM, CTapasiChb Jep>KaTbCs
Kak MOYKHO JlajibIlie OT Hee, KaK OyZITO COBCeM He «IpUHa/jjiexkana» eid. OHa Obl
OueHb paccep/WIach, ecid Obl y3Hala, UTO JIFOAW TIPUHMMAIOT ee 3a [0Yb
MuCCUC MeaJioK.

Ho muccuc Meaok oueHb Maio oOpaiiljasia BHUMaHUs U Ha camoe Mepu,
Y Ha TO, UTO OHa Aymasa. Eil BoBce He X0Tesi0Ch exaTh B JIOH/IOH, KakK pa3 Korja
Obula cBazibba ee TMIeMSIHHUIIBI, HO y Hee ObIZIO yHnOOHOe, BBITOAHOE MECTO
9KOHOMKU B MuccenbTy3uT-M3HOope, U y/lep>KaTh 3TO MeCTo 3a co0oi OHa Mor/ia
TOJIbKO Jenasi To, 4ro MucTtep KpsBeH mnpukasbiBas. OHa He CMmesa Jaxe
3a/laBaTh BOIIPOCOB.

— Kanutan JIeHHOKC U ero »keHa ymepJid OT XOJepbl, — CKa3ajl el MUCTep
Kp3BeH CBOWM XOJIOAHBIM JIAKOHUUECKUM TOHOM. — KamurtaH JIeHHOKC Obin
OpaTroM Moell >KeHbl, U sI OMeKyH ero gouepu. [IeBOuKy TpUBe3yT CHJA.
Bl 10/DKHBI oexaThb B JIOHIOH ¥ caMU MPUBE3TH ee.

U oHa ynoxkua cBoi HeOOJIBIIION UeMo/laH U OTTIpaBU/Iach B MyTh.

Mepu cujena B yIyy BaroHa, HeKpacuBasi, C Karpu3HbIM BbIpa)KeHUEM
mvia. E¥ Hedero ObIZIO UMTaTh, He Ha uUTO OBLIO CMOTpETh, U OHA CHU7eNa,
C/IOKMB Ha KOJIeHSIX CBOM MajleHbKMe PYKHM B UepHbIX Iepuarkax. biarogaps
YepHOMY IIJIaThbK0 OHA Ka3asach ellle »kejTee, YeM BCer/a, U ee peJKue CBeT/ble
BOJIOChI TOpYa/IX U3-TI0/, YePHOU KPeIiOBOM LIJIAMKH.

«Hukoryia B >)k3HM He BU/IbIBasia pebeHKa C TaKUM KarpU3HBIM BUIOM», —
nogymana wmuccuc Mepmok. OHa HUKOTZQ He Bujena pebeHKa, KOTODbIi
cuzien Obl Tak HETOJBMXXHO, HUUEro He fiesiasi. HakoHel| eii Hafloeso CMOTPETh
Ha Mepu, 1 OHa 3aroBopusia ObICTPO U Pe3Ko.

— ITo-moemy, Haso TebGe paccka3aThb KOe-uyTO O TOM, KyJa Thbl efielllb, —
CKa3ajia OHa. — 3Haelllb Thl UTO-HUOY/Ib O CBOeM Jsifie?

— Hert, — cka3ana Mepu.



— Tbl HUKOTI@ He CJIbIlIaa, UTO TBOU POAUTENN TOBOPUJIU O HEM?

— Het, — cka3zana Mepu, HaxmypuBLIKCb. OHa HaxMypwuiach I1IOTOMY,
YTO BCIIOMHWJIA, UTO ee OTel] U MaTh HUKOT/|a He TOBOPW/IY C Hell 0 4eM-HUOyb
orpeJie/IeHHOM M HUKOT/ia HU O YeM el He pacCKa3bIBau.

— I'm... ™™M... — 1mipoBopuajsia MucCCUC MeJOK, NPUCTABHO VA4S
Ha cTpaHHOe GeccTpacTHOe MUrMKO. OHa HeCKOJIBKO CeKYH/ MoJidyasia, HO TIOTOM
CHOBAa 3aroBopusa:

— Hapmo TebGe Bce-Taku Koe-uTo paccCkaszaTh, UTOOBI Tebs IIOJTOTOBUTb.
ThI ezielllb B OUeHb CTPaHHOEe MeCTO.

Mepu HUUero He ckasasa, U ee ssBHOe PaBHOAYILLHE HECKOJIbKO 03a/auyuiio
MHUCCUC MeJsioK, HO, epeJOXHYB, OHa CTajia PO 0J/IKaTh:

— Heuero ckasarb, moMmecTbe TpoMajZiHOe, HO MpauHoe, U MucTep KpsseH
OUYeHb TOPJUTCS UM... TI0-CBOeMy. [JoM ObLT BBICTPOEH IIeCThCOT JIeT TOMY
Ha3a/l, Ha Kpalo CTeNnu, U B HeM TOUYTU CTO KOMHAT, XOTsl OO/BIIMHCTBO M3 HUX
3amnepThl. A B HUX U KapTUHBI, U KpacuBasi CTapUHHasi Mebesib, U BCSIKWe [IpyTrue
Bellld... U BCe 3TO CTOMT TaM Liejible BeKa; BOKPYI J0OMa I'pPOMaJHbIM Mapk,
Y CaJibl, U JlepeBbsi, BETBU KOTOPBIX JOCTAIOT A0 3eMyd. — OHa OCTaHOBWIACH
Y OIAATh B3[]0XHY/A. — A O0siblile HUUEeTo, — HeOXKUJaHHO 3aKOHUM/IA OHa.

Mepu HeBOJILHO Hauaja TIPUCTYILIMBaThCs. Bce 3TO OBIZIO Tak He MOXOXe
Ha Muauro, a Bce HOBOe Bcerja mnpuiekano ee. Ho oHa He HamepeBasach
TOKa3bIBaTh, UTO €e 3TO WHTepecyeT. JTO Oblja OfHa W3 ee HeCYaCTHBIX,
HETPUSATHBIX TIPUBBIYEK.

OHa cuziena Mosmua.

— Hy, uto ThI AiymMaeliib 060 BceM 3TOM? — CIIpOCUIa MUCCUC Me/iioK.

— Huuero, — orBeTnsia oHa. — {1 HUUero He 3Haro PO TaKue MecTa.

ITO 3aCTaBU/I0 MUCCUC MeaJIoK pacCMesTbCsl KOPOTKMM CMELLIKOM.

— Jla ThI TIOXO)Ka Ha CTapyxy, — CKa3ajla oOHa. — Pa3Be Tebs 3TO
He GecriokouT?

— OTO BCe paBHO, OeCIIOKOUT WU HeT, — OTBeTU/ia Mepu.

— Hy TbI, TIOKanyH, rnpaea, — CckKasaja MUCCUC MeaJioK, — 3TO BCe PaBHO.
[Touemy umeHHO TeOsi HaJj0 Jiep)KaTb B MuccensTysuT-MsHope, s He 3Haro,
pa3Be TOMBKO TOTOMY, UTO 3TO yAoOHee Bcero. OH He OyneT T06GOI OueHb
3aHUMAaThCS, TO-TO BEPHO, OH HUKOT/,A U HUKEM He 3aHMMaeTCsl.

OHa BJIpyT O0CTaHOBU/IACh, KaK OyATO BOBpeMsi BCTIOMHUB O UeM-TO.

— Y Hero cmuvHa KpuBasi, — CKa3aja OoHa. — ITo ero ucropTuio. OH ObL1
YIPIOMBIA Ue/IOBEK M He TMO0/b30BaJICI HU CBOWMM J[ieHblaMH, HU CBOUM
TIOMeCTbeM, I0Ka He KeHUJICS.



B3risig, Mepu OCTaHOBW/ICS Ha Hel, HECMOTPS Ha BCe ee HaMepeHWs
He BbIKa3biBaTh MHTepeca. OHAa HHUKOTJA He JyMasa, 4To TOpOyH MOXKEeT
YKEHUTBCS, ¥ OblJla HECKOTBKO yAuB/eHa. Muccuc MeJjioK 3aMeTu/ia 3T0, U Tak
KaKk OHa Obula OueHb OOJIT/IMBA, TO TIPOJO/DKAAa C OOJBIIMM OXKUBIEHUEM.
Bo BcsikoM cityuae, 3To ObIT Cllocob YOUTh BpeMms.

— OHa Oblsa Takasi Mysast, KpacuBasi, U OH FOTOB ObIJT 000MTU BCIO 3eMJTIO,
9TOOBI ZIOCTATh €l Jaxke OBUIMHKY, KOTOPYIO el X0TenoCh. .. Korya oHa ymeprna...



Mepu HeBOJIBHO B3[IpOTrHYJia.

— O, TaK OHa yMepsa! — BOCK/IMKHY/Ia OHA TTOUTH MPOTUB BOJIM. OHAa TOJIBKO
YTO BCIOMHHWJA, YTO KOTJAa-TO uuTana (paHIy3CKyl0 CKa3Ky, B KOTOpOH
roBOpU/IOCh 0 OefHOM ropOyHe M TIPeKpacHOM MpUHIeCce, U el BAPYT CTajo
»Kanb mucTtepa KpsseHa.

— a, oHa ymepJia, — OTBeTH/Ia MUCCUC MeJIOK, — U C TeX TMOp OH CTasl elre
Gosiee ctpaHHbiM. OH HUKeM He uHTepecyeTcsi. OH He XOueT BUJETh JIIOZEM.
OH 1o Oosnblllelt yacTd B pas3be3ax, a Korja OH B MuccenbTysiiTe,
TO 3anupaeTcsi B 3amafHOM duidresie ¥ He MyCKaeT K cebe HUKOro, Kpome
[Tuuepa. ITuuep y>ke cTapuk, HO OH XOZAWJI 32 HUM, KOrJia OH ObL ellle pebeHKOM,
Y 3HaeT BCe ero MPUBbIUKU.

Bce 3TO oueHb TOXOKe OBbLIO Ha paccka3 U3 KHWKKA U He 0C0OeHHO
ob6oapusio Mepu. [IoM € COTHEIO KOMHAT, IBepH KOTOPBIX 3arepThl, JOM Ha Kparo
cTend — 4yTo ObI 3TO HU 3HAYWIO, BO BCEM 3TOM ObLIO UTO-TO MpauHOe.
W yenoBek ¢ KpUBOW CITMHOU, KOTOPBIM TOXe 3arvpaeTtcs!

Mepu rsifiesia B OKHO, Kpernko cxkaB ry0rsl. Eii Ka3anock B Topsifike Belllei,
YTO BJPYT XJIBIHYJIM KOCble Cepble MOTOKW [JOX/s, yAapsis B OKOHHbIE CTeK/ia
U CcTeKas Mo HuM... Ecin Ob1 KpacuBasi )keHa MucTepa KpsBeHa Oblia KuBa,
OHa Morvia ObI OKMBUTh MpauHbIi ZIOM, KaK ee MaTh: OHa Oerasa Obl Tyza U Cro/a,
e3ausia Obl B rOCTH, KaK OHa, B T/IaThAX C Kpy)keBamu. Ho ee yxke Oosiblle
He ObUIO.

— Ter He pymait, uro yBuaMIIb MHUCTepa KpsBeHa, — CKasaja MHCCUC
Mepniok, — [ecsaTh LIAHCOB MPOTHMB OJHOIO, UTO He yBUAWIIL. M He Aymaw,
YTO KTO-HUOYZb B ZloMe CTaHeT ¢ TOOOU BeCTH pa3roBophl. Thl AO/KHA Oyzelb
urpatb U cama cebsi 3aHUMaTh. Tebe CKayT, B Kakvhe KOMHAaThl Tebe MOXKHO
XOIUTh M B Kakue Henb3si... CaJjoB 37eCh [IOBOJBHO, HO KOTZA Thl Oyzellb
B /IOMe, He LlaTaWcsd W He 3arsjpiBad nosctopy. Mwucrtep KpsseH storo
He JIFOOUT.

— {1 m He 3axouy WATHU 3ar/sAbIBaTh IMOBCHOAY, — KWCIO CKasana Mepy,
Y TaK ’ke BHe3allHO, KaK B Hel IMOSIBUWIaCh >KaJoCTb K MUCTepy Kp3BeRy,
)KaJIoCTh 3Ta MCUYe3/la; OHA I[I0AyMasja, 4YTO TaKOU HeNpUATHBIM YeoBeK
3aC/Iy>KMBaeT BCero TOro, 4YTo C HUM CJIyUYU/IOCh.

OnHa obepHynach JIMIIOM K MOKPbIM OKHaM M CTajla CMOTPeTb Ha Cephble
TIOTOKM 0K/, KOTOPBIM, Ka3ajl0Ch, HUKOIZJA He MOI IepecTarb; CMOTpeJia OHa
TaK JOJr0 WU TPUCTAJbHO, UTO CEPbIA L[BeT CTaJl CTrYyLIaTbCs Ipef; ee IJla3amu;
Y OHa CKOpO YCHY/Ia.
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I'maBa 111

OHa crasia ZioJro M Korjia MpoCHY/1acb, MUCCUC Me/IJIOK KyTii/jia Ha OJHOM
CTaHI[UH KOP3WHKY C 3aKyCKOMW, M OHH I0€JIH XOJI0ZHOTO0 Msica, XJjieba C MaciomM
Y HarWJIMCh ropsiuero vatro. [Joxk/b cTan ellle CU/IbHee, U Ha CTaHI[MU BCe XOJUTU
B MOKPBIX OJIeCTSAIMX HENPOMOKaeMbIX IlaiiaxXx. KOHAYKTOp 3a)ker B BaroHe
JlaMIIbl, U MUCCUC Me/I/IOK oueHb OXKMBH/IAChk Oraroaps uaro u 3akycke. Eja oHa
oueHb MHOTO U MIOTOM CaMa TOXKe yCHYyJ1a; @ Mepu cujiesia, CMOTpeJia, Kak IIsina
MHccuC MeaioK cABurasach HabOK, MOKa OIAThH He YCHY/Ia B YIJIy BaroHa,
ybaroKaHHasi CTYKOM JIOXK/IsI B OKHO.

Korma oHa mipocHysach, ObLIO yKe [JOBOMBHO TeMHO. Iloe3nm cTosin
y CTaHI[UW, U MUCCUC Me/IJIOK BCTPSIXUBaJla ee.

— W ycHyna xe Tbl! — cka3ana oHa. — [lopa OTKpBITh IVla3a. TO CTAHI[US
Ty3lT, ¥ HaM ellje [10/ITO TIPUETCS exaTh Ha JIoIIaZsX.

Mepu BcTana, cTapasiCh JiepkaTh IJ/1a3a OTKPbITBIMH, [IOKa MUCCUC Me/ioK
cobvpana cBou CBepTKU. [leBOUuKa He BbI3BajaCh IOMOUb €M, TIOTOMY UTO
B VIHUM Ty3eMHble C/TIyTH BCeryia MofAbIMaaiu U HOCUIN BCe, U CUUTA/IOCh BIIOJ/IHE
eCTeCTBeHHbBIM, UTOObI OJJHU JTFO[IY TIPUC/TY>KUBA/IA APYTHUM.

Cranuus Obula MajieHbKas, W, KpOMe HHMX, Ha Hell HHUKTO He BBIIIe]
13 BaroHa. Bo3ne matdhopmbl CTOsT 3KUMaX, U Mepu cpa3y yBu/jena,
YTO SKWMAK ObIM IIlerojieBaThii; TAaKOM >kKe IIeroyieBaThli JlaKel TIOJCafu ee.
Korma oH 3ax/iomHy/n ABeplly, BCKOUW/I Ha KO3/bl PSIZIOM C Ky4yepoM W OHHU
TPOHY/IMCh, MepHu OuyTH/Iach B YIOTHOM VIVIy SKHUIaXKa C MSTKOM OOMBKOM,
HO CI1aTh el y)K O0/IbIIle He XOTeI0Ch.

OnHa cujiena ¥ C /OOOIBITCTBOM CMOTpea B OKHO: el OueHb XOTe0Ch
YBUZIETh UTO-HHUOYb Ha Jopore, 10 KOTOPOM ee Be3/lIW B 3TO CTPaHHOE MecCTo,



0 KakoM el roBopuiaa mMuccuc Megnok. OHa He Oblla POOKOW OT MPHUPOBI
U Tereph He 0COOeHHO Tyrajach... HO Majio JIM UTO MOXET CIYUMThCS B JIOMe
C COTHEHM KOMHAT, KOTOpble TOYTH BCe 3arepThbl, B JOMe, CTOSIEeM Ha Kparo
cTernu’?

— UTo Takoe cTerb? — BHE3aIrHO CIIpOCUia OHa MUCCUC MeJlJIoK.

— A TbI BBIIVISHU B OKHO MUHYT uepe3 [1eCATb U TOrAa yBUAMILb, — OTBETU/IA
Ta. — Ham ellje mipuzieTcsl TIpoexarb MITh MU/b, TIPEXKe UeM MbI AoOepeMcs
710 1oMa. MHOTo Ternepb He YBUMIIIb, [IOTOMY UTO HOUb TeMHasi, HO UTO-HUOYb
BCe-TaKU MOXKHO pasIvisi/ieTh.

Mepu He 3aj1aBajia 60JIbIlle HUKAKHUX BOTIPOCOB, a CH/le/ia U JKJaaa B CBOeM
TEMHOM YIJIy, YCTPEMUB T7la3a Ha OKHO. PoHapu KapeThbl Opocasiv Jiyun cBeTa
Ha HeOoOJIbIlIOe pacCTOsiHUE BIIEpe[... W Tepes Mepu MenbKaau BUJbI JOPOTH.
Korza oHM Bblexasv CO CTaHLIUM, TO TIpOeXajii KPOXOTHYIO [lepeBeHbKY, U Mepu
BU/le/a BbIOeIeHHbIe KOTTeKU U (DOHAPH TaBEepPHBI.

[ToToM OHH Tipoexasvu MUMO LIepKBU U i0OMa CBALLEHHUKA, Ipoexaau MUMO
OCBEITIeHHOTO OKHa JIaBKW, T7e ObIIM BBICTaBAEHBI /I MPOJAAKU WIPYIIKH,
C/1aCTU U ellle KOe-Kakue TOBaphbl, U HAaKOHeL| BbleXa/d Ha TIPOe3XKyr JO0pOory,
rge Mepu BHe/ia TOJNILKO AepeBbsi U u3ropoau. Ilocse 3TOro oueHb Aosroe
BpeMsI HUUero JIpyroro He ObIJIO BU/IHO.

HakoHner| jiomagy nouuviv MejieHHee, TOYHO MOJAbIMAasiChb B TOPY, U CKOPO
WCUe3ii Jlaxe JepeBbsi M M3ropoau. Mepu HUUEro He MOIVla BUJETh,
TaK KaKk BOKpPYr Oblma HermpoHuilaemMass ThMa. OHa HaK/JIOHWIACh BIiepe[
Y TIPWKaJiach JIMLIOM K OKHY, KaK BADPYT KapeTy CUJIbHO TPAXHYJIO.

— Bot Temnepr MblI B CTemnu, — CKaszajsa Muccuc Memyiok. @oHapu KapeTbl
Opocanu >KenTbIi CBET Ha HEPOBHYIO IOPOTY, KOTOpasi, Ka3aliocCh, TpoJjerasna
MeXXy KyCTOB M HU3KHUX PaCTeHHM, YXOAMBIIMX Ky/la-TO B HEOOBSATHOE TEMHOE
MPOCTPaHCTBO, OKPY’KaBlliee UX CO BCex CTOpoH. [loabiMmancs BeTep, B JUKOM
BO€ KOTOPOI'0 CJ/IbIIAMCh CTPAHHbIe HU3KUE 11IeJieCTALLNe 3BYKHU.



— 3OT0... 3TO Befb He Mope? — cka3aja Mepu, 00epHYBIIUCh U TJSAsS
Ha CBOKO CITyTHMLLY.

— Hert, He Mope, — oTBeTW/1Ia MUCCUC MeaJIOK, — U 3TO He TOJIsl U He TOpbl,
a MpPOCTO Liesible MWIM JUKOW 3eMJ/IM, Ha KOTODOW HHWYero He pacTeT, KpoMe
BepecKa, pOKa U TEPHOBHUKA, U I7ie BOAATCS TOMBKO JUKWe TIOHU /ia OBLIbI.



— A MHe Ka)KeTCsl, UTo 3T0 ObII0 OBl TIOXOXKe Ha Mope, ecnu 6 37ech Oblia
BO/la, — CKa3asia Mepu. — BoT Tenepsb 3TO LIIYMUT, TOYHO MOpe.

— OTO BeTep BOET B KyCTax, — CKaszana muccuc Meanok. — Ilo-moemy,
3TO AUKOe, TYCTBIHHOe MeCTO, XOTSi OHO MHOTHMM HPaBUTCS, 0COOEHHO Korja
L[BeTeT Bepeck.

OHu Bce exanu Briepe; B TTyOOKOW TbMe; [IOXIb TiepecTas, HO BeTep
TpPOJ0J/DKAJl 3aBbIBaTh TaK JKeé CTPaHHO, Kak Mpexzje. [lopora muia TO B TOpy,
TO TIOJ, TOPY, U HECKOJbKO pa3 KapeTa Tipoe3kaja o HeOOJbIINM MOCTHKaM,
IO/l KOTOPBIMU OBICTPO U IITYMHO TeKJla BOZa.

Mepu Kaszanocb, 4TO 3TOMY IyTellleCTBUIO He OyneT KOHIA; IIMPOKas
yrpioMasi CTelb Tpe[CTaB/sijach €l ILIMPOKUM TIPOCTOPOM TEMHOIO OKeaHa,
yepe3 KOTOPBIM OHA Mpoe3rKasa 0 y3KOU MOJI0CKe 3eMJIH.

— MHe 3TO He HpaBUTCS, — CKa3aja OHa camou cebe. — MHe 3TO
He HpaBUTCs. — U oHa ellle Kperye CTUCHY/Ia CBOU TOHKUE T'yObl.

Jlomazay moJpIManrch B TOpy, Koraa Mepu BriepBbie 3aMeTH/Ia CBET BJasM.
3ameTusia ero u MUCCUC MefIJIOK U MPOTSDKHO, C 00JierueHrueM B30XHY/Ia.

— §1 Tak paja BUJEThb, UTO TaM MepLiaeT OroHeK! — BOCK/IMKHY/la OHA. —
OTO CBeT B OKHe CTOPOKKU. MbI BO BCSIKOM CJlyyae TOJIy4WM IO YalllKe yYaro,
TOJIBKO TOAMK/IN UYTOUKY.

[TpULLIOCh AEUCTBUTENBHO TO0XKaTh «UyTOUKY», KaK OHa Bblpa3w/ach,
TIOTOMY UTO KOTZiAa KapeTa y)Ke Bbexasja 3a Orpajly Iapka, UM 0OCTaBajoCh elle
rpoexaTtb OKOJIO [ABYX MW/Ib MO ajjiee; BeTBU [lePEBbEB MOUTU CXOAUIWCH
Ha/ T0JIOBOM, Y TIPUXOAWIOCH €XaTb TOYHO MO/ AJIMHHBIM TEMHBIM CBOZOM.

W3-rios 3TOro CBOJA OHU BbleXald Ha JIy)KaKy U OCTAaHOBWIWCH TIpe[
OYeHb [JIMHHBIM, HO HU3KUM [IOMOM, ITOCTPOEHHbIM BOKPYT BBIMOLLEHHOTO
KaMHeM /iBopa. Mepu cHadasia 1MoKa3asioch, UTO B OKHaX BOBCe He ObLIO CBeTa;
HO, BBIW/f1 U3 KapeTbl, OHa YBUje/a, UTO B OJJHOM KOMHAaTe B yIJly BepXHeEro
STaka BUJHEJ/ICS TYCKJ/IbIU CBeT.

BxofHasi Beph Obula TpoMajiHasi, C/ieJlaHHasi U3 MACCHUBHBIX JyOOBBIX
JIOCOK CTpPaHHOU (hopMbl, C OOJBIIMMU KeJie3HbIMU TBO3/SIMU U CKpeTlIeHHast
LIMPOKMMH Tosiocamu kesie3a. OHa Bejla B TPOMAZIHYHO TepeiHIOI, KOTOopast
Obula OueHb TYCK/IO OCBellleHa, U JiMI]a TIOPTPETOB HAa CTeHaX U (QUryphI
B CTApUHHBIX JOClexax MpOM3BeJM Ha Mepu Takoe BIleuaT/ieHWe, UYTO eu
He XOTeJIOCh CMOTPEeTh Ha HUX.

Korza oHa cTosijla B 3TOM KOMHaTe C KAMEHHBIM 10/I0M, TO Ka3asachb TaKou
MaJIeHbKOM CTpaHHOW uepHOW (Urypkoil v uyBCTBOBajia cebsi TOXKe KaKOU-TO
MaJIeHbKOM CTpaHHOM M 3a0pOI11IeHHOM.

Oxkosio C/1yry, OTBOPHMBLLIEIO WM [IBepb, CTOS/I ellle KaKOW-TO YOIOPHBIN
CTapuK.



— Bbl JO/DKHBI OTBECTU [EBOUKY B ee KOMHaTy, — CKas3a/l OH XPUIUIbIM
roj0coM. — OH He xoueT ee BueTb. OH yTPOM ye3xaeT B JIOH/|0H.

— Ouenb xopoio, muctep Iluuep, — orBeTWIa MUCCUC Menjiok, — ecu s
TOJIBKO 3HAal0, UTO OT MeHsl TpeOyeTcs, TO s y>)K CyMelo BCe YCTPOUTb.

— Ort Bac BoT uto Tpebyercs, muccuc Meaok, — ckasan muctep [Tuuep, —
yTOOBI BBl MMOCTApa/JvMCh He OECIOKOWTH ero W YToObl OH He BHU7E/ TOTo, Yero
He KeJlaeT BUJEThb.

[Tocne sToro Mepu JIeHHOKC MOBe/IX BBEPX IO LLIMPOKOW JIeCTHHULIE, TI0TOM
10 JIJTMHHOMY KOPHU/IODY, OTISITh BBEPX T10 HeOOBIIIOMN JieCTHUILIE, ellje TI0 OJHOMY
KOPUZIOPY M ellje M0 OJHOMY; IIOTOM B CTeHe OTBOpW/Iach /JBepb, U Mepu
OUyTH/IaCh B KOMHATe, T/ie TOTIU/ICS KaMUH U Ha CTOJie ObL/T PUTOTOBJIEH Y)KUH.

— Hy, Tenepr KoHel], — GeciiepeMOHHO CKa3aja MUCCHMC Meanok, — 3Ta
U COCe[HsISi KOMHaTa OTBe/leHbl Tebe; TYyT Thl U JO/DKHA cuzieTb. He 3a0ObiBait
sToro!

TakuMm obpa3om Mepu 1ornana B MuccensTy3uT-M3HOP.







['maBa IV

YTpom Mepu OTKpbLIa [via3a TOMABKO IIOTOMY, YTO B KOMHATy BOLIa
MOJIO/IeHbKasi CTy>KaHKa, yToObl 3aTONMUTh KaMUH. OHa CTosijla Ha KOJIeHsIX BO3Jie
KaMUHa, C IIyMoM BbIrpe0asi U3 Hero 30/1y, 1 Mepu jiexkasia U CMOTpeJia Ha Hee
HEeCKOJIBKO CeKYH/I, [IOTOM CTajla 0CMaTpuBarb KOMHaTy. OHa HUKOI7Ia He BUjesa
TakOM KOMHAaThl, KOTOpasl I0Ka3ajaachb el OueHb CTPAHHOM M MpauHOW. CTeHbI
ObUIM TIOKPBITHI TKaHbIMKA O0O0SIMU, Ha KOTOPBIX ObLT M300pa’keH JieCHOUM BU/I.
Tam Obutn (haHTaCTHMUECKU pa3ofieThble JIFOAU MO /1ePeBbsIMU, a B OTHa/JIeHUU
BU/IHE/IMCh OaltHu 3amMKa. Tam ObUIM OXOTHUKH, jaMbl, co0aky, jioiazu, 1 Mepu
Ka3a/ioch, UTO OHAa cama TO)Ke B JieCy BMecTe C HUMHU. M3 riyboKOro OKHa OHa
Mor/ia BUJIeTh OOIIMPHOE OT/0roe TPOCTPAaHCTBO 3eMJIM, Ha KOTODOM BOBCE
He OBbLIO JepeBbeB UM KOTOpPOe OueHb IMOXOAWIO0 Ha Oe3rpaHUUHOe TYCKIIO-
IypIlypHOE MOpe.

— YT0 3TO Takoe? — CIpoCcusia OHa, MoKas3biBas IaabLieM B OKHO.

MosioneHbKas ciyxaHka, Maprta, KoTopasi TOJIbKO UTO MOJHs/IaCh Ha HOI'H,
II0CMOTpeJia B OKHO U TOXKe yKasasa IajibLieM.

— BoH Tam? — cipocuiia oHa.

— Ha.

— OTO CTelb, — CKa3aja OHa C IIMPOKOH, J0OpOAYIIHOW YIbIOKOM. —
Ona Tebe He HpaBUTCS?

— Het, — otBeTrIa Mepy, — 51 ee HEHaBUXKY.

— DTO MOTOMY, UTO Thl K Hel He MPUBBIK/IA, — CKa3aja Mapra, uas Hasazj
K KamuHy. — Thl Jymaeliib, UTO OHa CAUIIKOM Oosibitiasi u rosasi? Ho oHa TeGe
TIOHPaBUTCH.

— A tebe HpaBUTCS? — cripocuia Mepu.

— KoneuHo, — Becesio orBeTWsia Maprta, BbITUpass KAMUHHYIO peLlIeTKy. —
S mobnto crenb. OHa BOBce He rosiasi. BecHoli Tam uyiecHo, KOTZAa IBETYT



BepecK U JPOK; TOTia TaM MaxXHeT MeZOM U CTOJBbKO MPOCTOPY U BO3AYXY, HEOO
Ka)keTCsl TaKUM BbICOKMM-BBICOKMM! A TTUe/ibl ¥ YKaBOPOHKM TIOKOT M XKYXOKAT,
U 111yM Takou npusiTHbid. O, 51 Obl HU 3a UTO He TIOKUHYJ/Ia CTerb!

Mepu cnyiiazia ee C Cepbe3HbIM, 03a/laueHHBIM BbIpaXKeHHWEM JIUIIA.
Ty3eMHbIe C/IyTH, K KOTOPbIM OHa TIpUBbIK/JIA B VIH/UM, ObI/IM BOBCE He Takue,
kKak Mapra. OHu Bcerma 6bimu pabosenHbl U 10000CTPACTHBI U HE CMeJd
TOBOPUThH CO CBOMMH TOCIO/laMU TaK, Kak paBHble uM. OHM fleslaud «caaaam»,
HasblBa/Il UX «TOKPOBUTENSAMU OeHBIX» U TOMY TOAOOHBIMU HMEHaMHU.
WHauiickoro c/yry He TIPOCWIM CAefiaThb TO WIW JIpyroe, eMy TMpHKa3biBasd.
Tam He ObUIO 0ObIYasi TOBOPUTB CIIyTe «TOXKaIyicTa» U «bnarogapio», u Mepu
BCerJa /laBajia TIOIeUMHBbI CBOel aity, korma Obiia cepauTa. OHa HEBOJIBHO
rofymasa O TOM, uTo cZenana Obl MapTa, eciu Obl OHa B3Aymasna JaThb el
TIOLL[eUHHY.

Mapra Obuia monHasi, pymsiHasi, JoOpoAyIiHasi Ha BUJ, [ieByIllKa, HO B ee
MaHepax ObUIO UTO-TO pellMTesbHOe W cMmesioe, U Mepu rojymasa, uTo OHa,
TIOJKay, OTBeTW/a ObI TOXKe TIOIIeUYMHOW, OCOOEHHO eCau ee yaapuiaa Obl
MaJieHbKasl J1eBOUKa.

— Trl cTpaHHasi c/iy>kaHKa, — JJOBOJIbHO BBHICOKOMEPHO TporoBopusia Mepu
C MOAYIIIeK.

Mapra mpucesia Ha KOPTOUKH, JiepXka B pyKax IIeTKy, U paccMmesisiach
Ge3 BCSKOTo MpU3HaKa THeBa.

— O, s 970 3Hato, — CKa3aja oHa. — Eciu Obl 37ech, B MuccenbTysiiTe, Obliia
HacTosiIIasi TOCToXka, 51 Obl HUKOT[a He Mor/a ObITh /ja)ke BTOPOW TOPHUYHOM.
MeHst Obl, TOXKaayi, B3s/IM B CyZIOMOMKH, HO HUKOT/]a He TyCTU/IU ObI B BepXHUE
KOMHAThI. §l C/TUIIKOM MPOCTasi ¥ TOBOPIO MO-HOPKITUPCKU. Ho 3TOT oM Kakoii-
TO CTPaHHBIM, B HEM TOUHO HU TOCIOJMHA, HU TOCTIOXKHU HET, KpoMe MHCTepa
[Tuuepa u muccuc Megnok. Muctep KpaBeH He /it0OUT, YTOObI ero 4eM-HUOY/Ib
OecCriokou/u, KOTZa OH 37leChb, U OH TIOYTU TIOCTOSIHHO B OThe3de. Mwuccuc
Mepiok 1o nobpoTe cBoeli fjana MHe 3To MecTo. OHa CKa3ajia MHe, UYTO HUKOTZA
He cjlenasa 6bl 3TOTO, ecu 661 MuccenbTy3UT ObI Kak Apyrye 6orarbie oMa.

— A Tenephb Thl OyJelllb MOsSI C/Ty>KaHKa? — crpocuia Mepu Bce TeM ke
BBICOKOMEPHBIM TOHOM, K KOTOPOMY OHa TIpUBbIK/Ia B IHUU.

MapTa orsTh Hauajia YUCTUTD PELIeTKY.

— § cnyxaHka muccuc MejioK, — TOpA0 CKa3aia OHa, — a OHa CIy)KaHKa
muctepa KpsBeHa, HO st Oyny yOupaTh TyT KOMHAaThbl U HEMHOTO TIPUC/TY’>KHBaTh
TeOe. To/ibko Tebe MHOTO YCIyT He TIOHa[0OUTCS.

— A KTO OyZIeT MeHs ofieBaTh? — CTIpocuia Mepw.

MapTa onsTh mprcena Ha KOPTOUKU U YCTaBW/Iach Ha Hee; OT U3yMJIeHHs
OHa OMSTH 3ar0BOPUJIA C MPOTSHKHBIM MOPKIITMPCKUM aKIIEHTOM.



— Pa3Be Tbl He MOJXelllb CaMa OZleThCA? — CIIPOCKH/Ia OHa.

— UT0 310 3HaunT? { HE MOHUMAaKO TBOErO s3blKa, — CKa3assa Mepu.

— O, s 3abbu1a, — ckasana Mapra. — Muccuc Mefjiok Besiesia MHe CeQUTh
3a coboii, a TO ThI He MOMMeIllb, UTO s TOBOPIO. Tak Thl HEe MOJKeIllb CaMa HaJleTh
TJIaThs?

— Het, — moutu c HerozoBaHueM oTBeTwa Mepu. — §I HUKOrJa B XKU3HU
5TOrO He Jienana. MeHs Bcerzia ofeBasa MOs aus.

— Ecmu tak, To TeGe mopa HayuuTbCs, — CKa3ajia Mapra, O4YeBUHO,
He TI0/[03peBasi, UTO TOBOPUT J1ep30CTU. — DTO He CJUIIKOM paHo. Tebe OymeT
OueHb TIOJIE3HO CaMOM yXakuBaTb 3a co0oil. Mosi MaTh BCerjja TOBODWT,
YTO He MOHUMAeT, TIOUeMy 3TO Y Ba)KHbIX 0Oap /JieTd He BbIpAaCTalOT HAOUTHLIMU
[lypakamu: Be[lb Y HUX BCerja HAHBKU U WX BCerja Apyrve MOKT U OZeBaroT,
VY TYJIITh BBIBOJSAT, TOUHO L[€HSAT.

— B Muauu Bce uHaue, — mipe3puTesibHO cKasasia Mepu. OHa ezBa Biazena
co0ot.

Ho Mapra HUuyTh He CMYTU/IaCh.

— OHO ¥ BUJHO, UTO MHaye, — CKas3aja OHa COUYBCTBEHHO. — {1 mymaro,
3TO MOTOMY, YTO TaM TakOe MHOXXeCTBO UYEpPHOKOXKUX BMECTO MOPSL0YHBIX
Genbix mofiel. Korzaa st ycsibliiiana, 4To Thl efielllb crofia u3 VHuy, s nogyMara,
YTO Thl TOXKe YepHOKOXKas!

Mepu cesia Ha IOCTeJIM, CTPALLHO pa3bsipeHHasl.

— Uto! — Bock/iukHyna oHa. — Uto! Tkl aymasna, uto g Ty3emka! Thl...
CBUHOE OTPOJbe ThbI!

Mapra ycraBuiach Ha Hee U BPYT BCIIbIXHYIIA.

— Koro Thl Gpanuib? — ckasana oHa. — TebGe He HaJj0 Tak CePAUTHCS.
bapeilliHe He cjiefyeT TakK TIOBOPUTb. {1 POBHO HUYEro He HMeEH IIPOTUB
YepHOKOXXUX. Korja mpo HUX uyuTaelllb B KHWXKKax, TO OHM BCe Takue
penuruosHble; B KHWXKKaX BeJb CKa3aHO, UTO YEPHOKOXKUE TOXKe JIFOAU W Halllv
OpaTbs... A s HHUKOTZA He BHJaja UYepHOKOXKEro uejoBeKa U OdeHb
o0pajioBasiack, IOTOMY UTO TO/[yMaJsia, UTO YBUXKY O/M3K0 X0Th ofHOr0. Korza s
TIPUIIJIA CIOfla YTPOM, UTOO 3aTOTMUTh KaMUH, 51 TIOAKpajach K TBOeW TOCTesn
U OCTODOXKHO TIDUIOAHSIA Ofiesisio, uToObl morsiieTb Ha Tebs. M TyT-TO 51
yBUlena, — f0b6aBuia OHa pPa304apOBaHHO, — YTO Thl HUUYTh He UepHee MeHs,
HeCMOTPS Ha TO, YTO Takas »xeJras!

Mepu jaxke He cTapasach Cep>KUBaTh CBOEro rHeBa.

— Tbr gymana, uto 1 Ty3emka! Kak 1bl cmena! Tel X coBceM He 3Haellb!
OHHU He 1r04Y, OHU CJIYTH, KOTOPBIe [0/DKHBI K/IaHAThCs! Thl HUUero He 3Haelllb
ripo upuro! Tel coBCceM HUYero He 3Haellb!

Ona Obu1a Tak B30ellleHa W UYBCTBOBasia cebs Takol OeCTIOMOIIHOM Tpef



HaWBHBIM B3IVIIJIOM MapThl U B TO ke CamMoe BpeMsl BIPYT MOUYBCTBOBasa Ceost
TaKOM OAWHOKOM, TaKOM [la/JieKOM OT BCero TOro, YTO OHa IIOHMMaja U 4TO
TIOHUMaAJIO ee, YTO OpOCH/Iach JIMLIOM B TOAYIIKKA W pa3pa3uiach PblJJaHUSIMHU.
Omna Tak 6e3yziep)KHO pbijjana, uto JobpoyiiHas Mapra fa)ke UcMyranach U ei
CTaJIo Ka/ib JeBouku. OHa MofoIia K IMoCTe/N U HaKJIOHW/Iach K Mepu.

— He Hazio Tak myakatb! — crasa oHa ympamuBarb. — [IpaBo, He Hajo.
A He 3Hana, 4TO ThI Tak paccepaulbcs! S Taku BoBCe HUUEro He 3Haro, Kak Thl
cka3zasa. [Ipouy npoirenus, mucc. [lepectaHb ke nakarh!

B ee cTpaHHOI MODKIIMPCKOW peuyud U CIIOKOMHBIX MaHepaxX ObIJI0 UTO-TO
yCIOKaWBaroIliee, JIpyKer00HOe, UTO XOpOIIO /[elCcTBOBaJio0 Ha Mepw.
OHa TmoCTeneHHO TepecTajia TMJlakaTb W 3aTuxyia. MapTa, BUIUMO,
TIOYyBCTBOBAasIa 00JieryeHue.



— A Tenepr mopa Tebe BCTaBaTh, — CKasajda OHa. — Muccuc Measok
CKa3zasa, yToObl 51 TPUHOCKIIA B COCEHIOI KOMHATY TBOM 3aBTpak, 00e/ U Y)KUH.
Tam Tebe ycTpounu feTckyto. S Tebe MOMOTY OfieThbCsl, €C/IU Thl BCTaHelllb. Eciu
MyroBULIbI Y Tebsi Ha J1aTbe C3a/I1, TO Thl UX HE MOXKEIllb CaMa 3aCTerHYTh.

[Tporjecc ofeBaHbst Hayuusa Ux o0enx Koe-uemy. MapTa 4acTo 3acTeruBasa
CBOUX CeCTPEHOK M OpaTuilieK, HO HUKOT/a ellle He Bu7iesia pebeHKa, KOTOPHIi
CTOsi/1 ObI HETIOJBIXKHO U XK/1aj, TIOKa KTO-HUOYIb APYToW c/iefiaeT /iJisi Hero Bce
YTO Ha/l0, KaK Oy/ITO y Hero camoro He ObIJIO HU PYK, HU HOT.

— ITouemy ThI cama He Haj/ieBaelllb OaIlIMakoB? — CTIPOCKJIA OHa, Koryila Mepu
MPeCrOKOWHO MO/ICTaBU/Ia e HOTY.



— Mos auis fenana 310, — oTBeTM/Ia MepH, yCTaBUMBIIUCH Ha Hee. — Takou
TaMm o0bIvaii.

OHa oueHb YacTO roBOpUJIa: «TakKoh ObLT 00bIYaii». Ty3eMHble C/IyTH BCerza
roBOopu/xd 3T0. ECu ¥M TipuKkasbiBaiu CjieflaTh UTO-HUOY/b, Uero ijesible BeKa
He [leflaid WX TpeiKH, OHU C KPOTKUM B3I/sSiioM oOTBedanu: «OObruait
He TaKOB», — U BCSIKUU 3HAJI, 4YTO 3TUM /[IeJ/I0 KOHYaI0Ch.

«O6bIuaiil ObT TAaKOB», UTO Mepu HUUeTo He fiesiazia cama, a TOJIbKO CTOsijia
Y TI03BOJIsi/Ia OfIeTh Ce0si, TOUHO KyKJa.

PaHpllle yeM oOHa TroToBa ObLia NATHU 3dBTPdKdTb, OHd YK€ Hd4d/ld
moao3peBdTb, UTO >KU3HbL B MI/ICCE]'ILTYBFITE HAyuuT €e MHOI'oOMy, COBEpPIIEHHO



HEM3BECTHOMY €i: HalpuMep, HajJeBaTh UyJKHA W OalllMakW, IOJbIMaTh BCE,
YTO OHA POHSIIA.

Ecmu 661 Mapra Oblia XOpOIIO OOyUeHHOM, «HACTOsIIei» TOPHUUHOM,
oHa Obla Obl Ooslee MOUTHUTENILHOM M YCAY)KIMBOW W 3Hanma Obl, UTO e
TI0JIaraeTCss pacyechIBaTh BOJIOCHI, 3aCTeTWBaTh OalllMakKW, TOAHMMATh BeIU
U KJIaCcTh UX Ha MecTo. Ho oHa Oblia mpocTasi fiepeBeHCKasl JieByIlKa, KOTopast
BBIPOC/Ia B KOTTE/)Ke B CTENM C IieJIOW TOJTIONW OpaTheB W cecTep, KOTOPbIM
W B TOJMIOBY He TMPUXOJWIO, UYTO MOXKHO 4Yero-HWOygb He JefiaTb CaMHUM
Y He YXa)KUBaTh 3a MJIAZIIIUMH JIeTbMU, KOTOPBIE eIlle TOTbKO YUUIUCH XOJUTb.

Ecm 661 Mepu JleHHOKC Oblla TakuM peOeHKOM, KOTOPOTO JIerko
pa3Bece/iuTh, OONTIMBOCTE MapThl, BepOSITHO, paccMmernvia Obl ee; HO Mepu
HEBO3MYTUMO C/yIllajla €ee, VAWB/SACH pa3BA3HOCTH ee wmaHep. CHauaia
pa3roBop HUUYYTh He WHTEpecoBaj ee, HO Mapra Tpojo/pKana Jo0poayLTHO
6onTath, 1 Mepu cTajia MPUCTYIIINBATHCS K €€ PeuH.

— Ecim 651 TBI X BCeX Bujena! — ropopusiia Mapra. — Hac Bcex BeHa/ilaTh
YesioBeK, a OTel] MOU TIO/ydaeT BCEro IIeCTHA/IaTh IIHA/UTHHIOB B HEJEIO.
TpygHO Marepyd HAaKOPDMHUTb WX BCeX, CKaxky 51 Tebe. Bce et 1je/iblidi JieHb
WUTPalOT B CTEIM, U MaTb TOBOPHT, UTO OHU TOJICTEIOT OT CTEIHOTO BO3yXa.
OHa rOBOPHT, UTO OHH, [OJKHO OBbITh, €/IAT TPaBy, Kak AuKue noHu. Hamr [IMKoH,
eMy Y)Ke [BeHaZaTh JIeT, TIPUPYYUT MOJIOAYIO JIOIIaJKYy-TIOHH W TOBOPHT,
YTO OHA Terleph ero.

— A e oH B3sJ1 ee? — cripocusia Mepu.

— Hamen B cremu BMecTe C Marepbio, KOrjla OHa Oblla eIle COBCEM
MasieHbKasi. OH CTasl TIpUpyyYarh ee, KOPMUTh XJ1eO0OM, IUMATh /Jisi Hee TpPaBy.
U oHa Tak MpUBBIK/IA K HEMY, UTO XO/UT C/IeZIOM 3a HUM U TI03BOJISIET MY CECTh
el Ha criiHy. /JJUKOH 04eHb I00pbIi, U XKUBOTHBIE JTFOOSIT ero.

Y Mepu HUKOT/]a He ObIJI0O HUKAKOTO YKMBOTHOTO, C KOTOPBIM OHA MOTJIa Obl
urpath, U el BCerla O4eHb XOTe/loCh MMeTb ero. OHa TIOUyBCTBOBaia Jiaxe
HEKOTOpbIM wuHTepeCc K JIMKOHY; a Tak KaK OHAa HUKOTZA HUKEM
He WHTepecoBajach, KpoMe camoi ce0sl, 3TO, OueBHIHO, ObLIO TPOOYXIeHreM
nobporo uyBCTBa.

Korza oHa Bolla B KOMHaTy, B KOTOPOH YCTPOWIH /sl Hee JIeTCKYIO,
TO yBUJe/ia, YTO KOMHAaTa IOXO)Ka Ha Ty, B KOTOpOW OHa cmasa. JTo Oblia
KOMHara He Jyii pebeHKa, a Jjisi B3POCJIOrO YejioBeKa, C MPAauyHbIMUA CTapbIMU
KapTHHAMU Ha CTeHax U C TSDKEIBIMU CTapbiMU yOOBBIMH CTy/bsiMU. Ha crtone
ToCpeIi KOMHAThI CTOSIT XOPOIHM 00M/IbHBIN 3aBTpak. Ho y Mepu Bceria Obut
OYeHb TUJIOXOW arIeTUT, ¥ OHAa PaBHOJAYIIIHO B3IJIAHY/a Ha TiepBoe O/rO[O,
KOoTOpoe MapTa rocTaBu/a rpe/ Heid.

— $1 He X0ouy 3TOrO, — CKa3asa OHa.



— He xouewis kamm?! — HejoBepuUMBO BOCK/IMKHY/1a Mapra.

— Her.

— Tbl He 3Haelllb, Kakasgi OHa BKycCHas! IIo/I0)KM HEMHOXXKO T1aTOKU
W caxapy!

— 41 He xXouy, — noBTOpUa Mepu.

— Bot 3TOrO 9 YK He MOTy MepeHOCUTh, — BOCK/IMKHY/Ia MapTa, — 4To0ObI
TIOHATpacHy TIOPTWIX Xopoiiyto TipoBu3uro! Ecu 6 3a 3TUM CTO/NOM cupenu
HaIlIM J1eTH, OHU ObI €ro B MATb MUHYT OUMCTHIIN!

— [Touemy? — xononHO cripocuna Mepu.

— Ilouemy? — moBTOpW/IA, Kak 3x0, Mapra. — IloToMy, 4UTO y HUX TIOYTHU
HUKOT/Ia B JKU3HH He OBbIIO TIOJMHBIX >KeaynkoB. OHM Bcerja TaK TOJIOJHBI,
Kak JIeTeHBIIN sicTpeba WIN JIUCHI.

— $1 He 3Har0, YTO 3HAUUT OBITH TOJIOJHOM, — CKa3asa Mepu C paBHOYIINEM
HeBEeXX/Ibl.

Mapra ¢ HerozoBaHveM MOIJIsZies1a Ha Hee.

— Hy, Tebe oueHb 10sie3HO ObITIO ObI UCTIBITATh TAKOE, s 3TO SICHO BIDKY, —
OTKPOBEHHO CKa3asia OHa. — {1 TepreTb He MOT'Y JItOZiel, KOTOpble TOJIbKO CUJSAT
Jla CMOTpST Ha BKyCHyHO eflly. Kak Obl MHe XOTenoch, uToObl BCe, UTO TYT
Ha cTose, ObUIO B >Kenyakax y JnkoHa, u duss, u [)keliH, ¥ y BCeX 0CTa/IbHbIX!

— Ortuero ke Tbl He OTHeCeLllb UM BCEero 3TOro? — rnocoseTrosasna Mepu.

— JTO0 He Moe! — ropzio oTBetnia Mapta. — VI cerofjHsd He MOW BBIXOZHOM
JleHb. MHe [at0T OTITYCK TOJIBKO pa3 B MecCsl], KaKk ¥ BCEM OCTa/IbHbIM, U TOTZA S
YXOXKY ZIOMOM Y TIOMOTar0 MaTepu yOUpaTh, a OHa OT/bIXaeT.

Mepu BbINW/Ia HEMHOTO Yal0 U Chejla Kycodek TIo/pKapeHHOro xseba
C BapeHbeM.

— A Tenepb OfeHbCS MOTeIVIEW W TIOAW Hapy)Ky IOWrparb, — CKasasa
Maprta. — Tebe 310 OGyzieT oueHb MOE3HO U AACT amreTuT.

Mepu nopoiia K okHy. OHa Bu/iesia cafibl, JOPOXKKU U Oosibive JiepeBbs,
HO BC€ 3TO UMeJI0 KAaKOW-TO TYCKJIbIA 3UMHHW BUJ,.

— 3aueM MHe W/ITU HapYy’Ky B TaKOU JI€Hb?

— Ecu He mioiizieliib, TO MPUAETCS OCTaThCs B ZIOMe, a UTO ThI 3/1eCh Oyziellb
JlenaTh?

Mepu ocmoTpeniack BOKpPYT; fenatb Obiio Heuero. Korma muccuc Mepok
yCTpauBaja JeTCKYyl0, OHa He mojymasa O pasBieueHusx. [loxkanyw, Jydiie
Ob1710 ObI BLINTH M [IOCMOTPETh Ca/Ibl.

— Ko morgeTr co MHOU? — cIpocu/ia OHa.

Mapra ycraBuiach Ha Hee.

— ThI moMIe1Ih OIHA, — OTBETW/IA OHA. — Tebe MpUAETCS HAYUUTHCS UTPaTh
OJJHOM, KaK UI'PAlOT APyTHe [IeTH, Y KOTOPLIX HeT cecTep U OpartkeB. Haiil [IukoH



YXOZWUT B CTeIb OJJUH M I10 1[eJIbIM YacaM urpaeT Tam. OTTOro-To OH U MPUPYUHII
MOHU. B cTenu ecTh OBILbI, KOTOPbIE €0 3HAIOT, a MTHUI[bI IIPUIETAIOT K HEMY
U e[saT y Hero u3 pykK. Y Hac XOTs Majo e[bl, HO OH BCerja IpsiueT KyCouek
xeba 7iyist CBOUX JIIOOUMIIEB.

HanomuHaHve o /[MKOHe 3acTaBWU/IO0 MepH IIPUHSATH peIlleHHe W BLINTH,
XOTS OHa W He co3HaBana 3Toro. Ecim B cajjax He ObLIO TOHM U OBell, TO,
BEPOSITHO, OBIJTM MITHILIBI, KOTOPhIE He TTOXOKU Ha MTHUI] B VIHIUU, U Ha HUX, OBITh
MOYKET, CTOUJIO TIOTJISAJETh.

MapTa npuHec/ia el MaabTo, IUIANY W Mapy TOJACTBIX OOTHHOK U TOKa3asa
JIOpPOTY BHM3.

— Ecsiu Tl 000 ge1ib BOH TaM KpPyroM, TO MPHUZEIb K cajy, — CKa3aja OHa,
yKa3blBasi Ha HeOOJIbINYI0 KaJUTKy B oropoze. — JleToM TaM yiMa LIBETOB,
HO Terepb HUYero He 1BeTeT. — OHa, Ka3aa0Ch, C MUHYTY Kojiebasach ¥ 1MOTOM
nobaBuna: — OiuH U3 cafioB 3arept. TaM yske 1eCsITb JIeT HUKTO He ObIBasl.

— Ilouemy? — HeBoJsibHO cripocuia Mepu. Kpome CcOTHU 3anepThixX JBepeu
B ZIoMe OKa3bIBajiach ellje OfiHa 3arepTrast KajuTKa!

— Muctep Kp3BeH Besienn 3amepeTh €ro, KOTZia €ro >keHa ymepsja Tak
BHe3armHo. OH HUKOMY He IT03BOJISIeT BXOAWTh TyZa; 3TO Obul ee can. OH 3arep
Ka/IMTKY, BBIPbUI SIMY M 3aKOmaj Tyja Kiod... Muccuc MejioK 3BOHUT — MHE
Hazio 6eXKarh.







I'naBsaV

Korza Mapra yiiia, Mepu cBepHY/Ia Ha JJOPOXKKY, KOTOpasi Bejia K KaJluTKe
B oropojie. OHa HEBOJILHO iyMajia O TOM Cajie, B KOTOPOM HUKTO He ObIBa/ yxkKe
JecsaTh JIeT, JyMajia O TOM, KaKOW BHJl UMEeT 3TOT Caji M eCTh JIA ellje B HeM
KaKre-HUOY/Ib )KUBBIE I[BETHI.

Korzma oHa mpomuia yepe3 Ka/lUTKY, TO OUyTWIach B OOJBIIOM cCay
C IIUPOKUMH Jy)KaWKaMd W W3BWIHUCTBIMHM JIOPOKKAaMH C TIOUHIIEHHBIMU
Kpassmu. Tam ObUTH [lepeBbsi, KIyMOBI, XBOWHBIE [[€PEBbs, TIO/ICTPUKEHHbIE
B Pa3HbIX NPUYY/JIMBBIX (hOpMax, U OOJIBIIION MPY/| CO CTaphiM CepbIM (DOHTAaHOM
nocpenrHe. Ho kaymObl Oblmu oOHakeHbI, a (oHTAaH He Oun. OTO He ObLI
3anepThii caj. Kak MokHO 3amepeTh ca? Beap B caji Bcerjja MOKHO BOUTH. ..

OnHa gymasa Kak pa3 o0 3TOM, Korja yBHZe/a, UTO B KOHIlE JOPOXKKH,
T10 KOTOPOU OHa I11j1a, HAXOAWUTCS [JIMHHAS CTe€Ha, BCs TTOKPBITast TUTIOIIOM. Mepu
Obla HEJOCTAaTOUHO 3HakoMa C AHIMed, uTo0 [JorafathCs, YTO OHa
nipubsKanach K GpyKTOBOMY Cajly U OTOPO/Y.

OHa mofolila K CTeHe W YBW/e/Na 3e/leHyl0 KaJUTKy, KoTopas Obiia
OTBOpeHa. JTO, OUeBUHO, He OB 3arepThIi caji, ¥ CEoZla MOYKHO ObTIO BOMTH.

[Tpoiifsi B Ka/WUTKY, OHAa YBW/Ie/Ia, UTO 3TO OB cajl, 0OHeCEeHHBIN BOKPYT
CTEHOI0, ¥ UTO TaKUX Ca/IoB OBIJI0 HECKOJIBKO; BCe OHU, OUEBH/IHO, COOOIIAICh
MexXay coboii. TIoToM oHa yBHjena elje OJHY OTKDBITYHO 3€JIeHYH0 KajuTKY,
CKBO3b KOTOPYIO BUJHEINCh KYCThl W [JOPOXKKH MEXIy TPsSAaMUA 3UMHHUX
oBoieli. MDpyKTOBbIe JIepeBbsi pPOC/IM BO3/Ie CaMOW CTeHbI, a HEKOTOphIe
W3 TIpAJOK ObUIM TIPUKPBITHI CTEK/ISSHHBIMH paMaMu. MepH TIOCTOsIIa,
TIOCMOTpEeJIa BOKPYT U peIIr/a, YTO BCe 3TO OUeHb HEKPaCWBO U rojo. JleTom,
KOT/Ia BCe OBII0 3e/IeHO, Cal, ObITh MOXKET, BBITJISI/Ie/T KpachBee, HO Tereph B HEM
HUYero KpacuBoro He ObIIO.

Yepe3 HECKOJTBKO MUHYT W3 KaJIUTKH, Be/IIeH B IPYTOU Ca/i, BBIIIE] CTAaPUK



c 3actynoM Ha 1uiedye. Korma oH yBugen Mepu, Ha Jivile ero BbIpasuioCh
W3ym/jieHue, U OH CJlerka TpUIOHSN uuismny. JIuio y Hero Obuio yrpromoe,
U eMy, BUZIHO, He 0COOeHHO TPUSITHO ObIZI0 BCTPeTUTh MepH; HO eli He HpaBUJICS
ero cajl, BbIpakeHUWe /UIla y Hee TOKe ObLI0 HENpUBETIMBOe, U BCTpeue
CO CTapUKOM OHa TOXKe He 0coOeHHO 0Opa/ioBaach.

— UTo 376Ch Takoe? — cripocusia Mepu.

— OfyH U3 0ropozioB, — OTBETUJI OH.

— A TaM YTO? — CKasajla OHa, yKa3biBasg Ha PaCTBOPEHHYIO 3eJIeHYHO
KaJIUTKY.

— E1ie ofyH, — KOPOTKO OTBETU/I OH. — A TI0 Ty CTOPOHY CTEHBI ellle OfUH,
a 32 HUM ellle Oropof.

— Mo)XHO MHe Tyza HOUTU? — cripocuia Mepu.

— Ecim xodenis. .. ToIBKO CMOTpeTh TaM Heyero.

Mepu Huuero He orBeTuna. OHa HarpaBuaach IPSAMO I0 [OPOKKe
Y TpOLJIa yepe3 BTOPYHO 3e/IeHYH Ka/uTKy. TaM OHa OIAiTb yBU7e/a CTeHBl,
OTATH 3UMHUE OBOILY U CTeK/IsTHHbIe PaMbl, HO BO BTOPOM CTeHe Oblsia ellje ofiHa
3e/ieHast KaJIuTKa, KoTopasi He Obula oTrepra. BeITb MOXKeT, OHa Besia B TOT Caf,
KOTOPOI'0 HUKTO He BUJIeJT YKe [eCATh JIeT.

Tak kak Mepu HuKor/ia He Oblsia poOKO U Bcerza fiesiasia BCe YTO XOTea,
TO OHa TMOJOIIA K 3e/JeHOW KaJWTKe U TMoBepHysa pyuky. OHa [ymarna,
YTO KaJIMTKa He OTBOPHUTCS, NOTOMY UTO el XOTeJ0Ch BEPUThb, UTO OHA Halllja
TaWHCTBEHHBIM CaJl, HO Ka/IMTKa OTBOpPW/AacCh JIeTKo, U Korga Mepu rmpoiuia
yepe3 Hee, OHA OUYYTH/IACh B PPYKTOBOM cajly. OH Toxke Obl1 0OHeCeH CTeHO'o,
BO37Ie KOTOPOU poc/iv ()PYKTOBBIE JiepeBbsi, HO 3e/IeHOM KalUTKU TaM He ObLo.
Mepu crasa uCKaTh ee, IOTOMY YTO KOI/la OHa [OLIa [0 APYroro KOoHLla caja,
TO 3aMeTW/a, UYTO CTeHa TaM He KOHYa/iach, a TIHY/Iach Jasnblie. 3a CTeHOU
BU/IHE/IMCh BepLIVHbI /lepeBbeB, U, Korna Mepu OCTaHOBW/IACh, OHa yBHJesa
IITUYKY C SIPKO-KPaCHOW T'PYZAbIO, CUJEBIIYH) Ha CaMOU BBICOKOU BETBU OJHOTO
y3 Hux. [ITMuka BApyr 3amesa MoOYTU B Ty K€ CaMyl MHHYTY, KOrzJa yBUzesa
Mepu, TOUHO CTasa 3Barh ee.

Mepu ocTraHOBUIach M CTaja CJIyllaTb; W MOYEMY-TO TaKOM BeCeJibly,
JaCKarwIUi CBUCT BbI3BaJl B HeW TIPUSATHOe UYYBCTBO. /[lake yIrpHOMBIM,
HeMNpUBeT/IUBbIi pe0eHOK MOKeT UyBCTBOBaTb Ce0sl OJMHOKUM; a OOJbILOi
3amepThid oM, IIMpOKasi 0OHa)keHHasi CTerb U OOLIMPHbIe 0OHa)KeHHbIe Cajibl
BbI3Ba/IM B Mepu Takoe 4yBCTBO, Kak Oy/ITO BO BCEM CBeTe HUKOTO He 0CTasioCh,
KpoMe Hee ofiHOW. Ecmu Obl OHa Oblia JlaCKOBBIM pebeHKOM, KOTOPBIM MPUBBIK
K TOMY, UTOOBI ero Jir06uIM, To OHa Obl CUJIBHO 3aTOCKOBAasa, HO JlaXke yrpromas
Mepu uyBcTBoBajsia cebsi 3abpoilleHHOW, W Becesias KpacHOTpyZAas TTHYKA
BbI3Bajia Ha ee XMypOM JIULle HeUTO MOXoXKee Ha YJIbIOKY.



Ona crosila U Cyllaja NTUUKY, [0Ka Ta He ynerena. IITuuka 3Ta BOBCe
He moxojAusa Ha ntull B IHauM U odeHb noHpaBuiack Mepu. OHa nogymana
O TOM, YBUJUT /U ee elle KOraa-HUuOy#ab. BBITb MOXeT, OHa >Kuia
B TAMHCTBEHHOM Ca/ly Y XOPOILO 3Hasa ero!

Mepu, BepoSTHO, TOTOMY TaK MHOTO Jymaja O 3allylleHHOM cajie, UTo ei
Heuero ObLI0 /leNaTh.

B Hell mpocHynock MOOOMBITCTBO, U el 3ax0TenoCh YBU[ETb, UTO 3TO
3a caj. [Touemy muctep Apumnbanbj KpaseH 3apbul kmou? Eciu oH Tak /iro6un
CBOIO ’KEHY, [T0YeMy OH TaK HeHaBHzes ee caz? OHa nogymMasna o TOM, YBUJUT JIU
oHa Korjja-HUOyabp MucTepa Kpa3BeHa, U pelivsia, YTO e€CAU YBUAUT, TO OH e
He TIOHPABUTCsl, OHA eMy TO)Ke He TIOHPABUTCS, U OHa OyJeT CTOSITb U CMOTPETh
Ha Hero, He rOBOPS HY CJIOBA, Jla)ke €C/IM el CTPALHO 3aX04eTCsl CIIPOCUTH €ro,
TI0YeMY OH CZieJiajl TaKy CTPaHHYIO IITYKY.

«5l HUKOrZa He HpaBIIOCh JIIOASAM, U JIFO4U He HpaBsATCS MHe, —
rnojiymasa oHa. — M s HUKOrJa He ymeJsia TOBOPUTh Tak, Kak JeTd MoppucoHa.
OHu Bcerja roBOpU/IN, U CMeSJIUCh, U IITyMesn».

Ona noziymasa o KpacHolllelike, Kak OHa 3ariesia Oy/To paZu Hee OFHOM, U,
BCIIOMHUB O JlepeBe, Ha KOTOPOM CH/ie/la ITUYKa, BHe3alTHO OCTaHOBU/IACh.

— MHe kaxeTcsi, 5TO [epeBO pacTeT B TaMHCTBEHHOM Cajly, s yBepeHa
B 9TOM, — CKa3asa oHa. — TaM Obljia cTeHa, HO He ObLJI0 KaTUTKU.

OHa BepHy/ach B TepBbIi (PYKTOBBINM Caj U Hallljla TaM CTapyKa, KOTOPBIU
korasa 3emmo. OHa Mozolia, OCTaHOBWIACh BO3/le HErO0 M HECKOJbKO MHHYT
XOJIO[JHO CMOTpesia Ha Hero.

OH He 0OpaTy/ Ha Hee BHUMaHUsI, ¥ OHA HaKOHel]| 3aT0BOpKJIa C HUM.

— 41 Gbls1a B OCTa/IBHBIX CaZlaX, — CKa3asa OHa.

— TebGe HUYTO He MOMellIa0, — OPIO3I/IMBO OTBETHUIT OH.

— $1 3am1a Bo OpyKTOBBIN Caf,.

— Tam y kKanuTKu cobak HeT, — OTBETU/I OH.

— Ho Tam Gosiblile HET KaJUTKU B APYroi cajj, — ckasana Mepu.

— B Kkakoii caz? — cripocusi oH Tpy00, Ha CeKyH/y TiepecTaB KOmMaTh.

— B TOT Caz, mo Apyryto CTOPOHYy CTeHbl, — oTBeTWi1a Mepu. — Tam ecTb
JlepeBbsi — 5 BUjleqla UX BepxXyllku. Ha ogHOM U3 HUX cujiesia MTUYKA C KpaCHOU
TPY/bIO U TIena.

K ee BeJIMKOMY Y/IUB/IEHUIO, BLID@)KEHHUE er0 YIPHOMOT0 0OBETPEHHOTO JIUIIa
BAPYT TepeMeHW10Ch. 1o /MLy MejjleHHO pacriosi3aach yibibKa, U y CTaporo
CcaZloBHUKa BAPYT CTaj COBCEM Jpyrod Buj. Mepu BApyr mojymazia — U 3TO
M0Ka3asoCch el CTpaHHBbIM, — UTO UeI0BEeK BBIIVISIAUT ropaso Jiydille, KOr4a OH
ynbibaeTcs. [Ipexxie oHa HUKOT/a He yMasia 00 3ToM.

CafoBHUK BApPYr o0epHy/scsi B CTOPOHY GPYKTOBOrO caja M Hauasl



CBUCTETb — TUXO U HEeXXHO. Mepu HUKaK He MOI/Ia MOHSTh, KaK TaKoW YrPIHOMBIiA
yeJI0BEK MOT U3/laBaTh TaKue JlacKatolljye 3BYKH.

B criefytoiyto MUHYTY MPOM30LIO HEUTO yauBUTenbHOe. OHa yc/bliana
MSITKUH 111eJIeCT KPbLTbeB B BO3/lyXe — 3TO jeTejla K HUM TITHUKA C KPaCHOM
rpyzapto. OHa ycenach Ha Oosblioi 1ibibe 3eMid, OueHb OMM3KO K HOre
Ca/I0OBHUKA.
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— Bot oHa, — /1aCKOBO CKa3asl CaZloBHUK U CTa/l TOBOPUTh C NTUUKOM, TOUHO
c pebenkom: — Tkl Te Oblsa, MasieHbKasi Torpolaiika? 1 Te0st TOILKO CerofiHs
yBuzgen!

[ITMuka HaK/JOHW/IA TOJIOBKY HAaOOK W [/isifiesia MpsSIMO Ha HEro CBOUM
OnecTdiUM 171a30M, TIOXO)KMUM Ha KarlejqbKy uepHod pockl. OHa, Ka3asoch,
HUUyTh He 0osilach, OHa mMphIraia U ObICTPO A0/0MIAa K/IHOBOM, OTHICKUBAsI
ceMeHa Y HaceKoMbIX. B cepaue Mepu 11eBesibHY/IOCh Kakoe-TO CTpaHHOe
YyBCTBO, MOTOMY UTO TTHWYKa ObLla Takas Becesias W KpacuBasi U Ka3asiach
HacTositell ocoboil. Y Hee ObUIO MasieHbKOe TOJICTOe Tesiblle, TOHeHbKUI KJTIOB
Yl TOHEHbKUE CTPOWHbIE HOXKHU.

— OHa Bcerjja npuieTaeT, KOIjia Bbl ee 30BeTe? — [I0YTH LIeroToOM CIIpoCu/ia
Mepu.

— [Ha, mouty Bcerza. f 3HaI0 ee C TexX MOp, Kak OHa Oblla Ma/IeHbKUM
nreHUMkoM. OHa BbUIeTesla M3 THe3Zia B JPYroM CaZly U Korja B IepBbId pa3s
riepesieTesia uepe3 CTeHy, TO Obula CJIUIIKOM csiaba, UToObI yleTeTh Ha3a/l; B 3TH
HECKOJIbKO JHeHM Mbl UM moApykunucbk. Korja oHa onsTe yreresa 1o Jpyryro
CTOPOHY CTeHbl, BCe OCTa/lbHble ITULIbI YKe TOKUHY/IW THe3[0; OHa OCTajnach
COBCEM O/iHa U BepHYJach KO MHe.

— YT0 3TO0 3a NTUYKA? — cripocuia Mepu.

— A Tbl He 3Haelib? DTO Ma/IMHOBKA, JIAaCKOBasl, JHOOOITBITHAs TTHYKA.
OTU NTUUKU TOUTH TaK >Ke JIACKOBBI, KaK U CO0auKu, ec/ii TOMbKO yMeTb C HUMU
obxoputbcsa. TlocMOTpH-Ka, KaKk OHAa TYT pOeTCS U TOIisgbiBaeT Ha Hac!
OHa 3HaeT, 4TO MbI O Hel FTOBOpUM!

U ctapuk c /it000BBIO ¥ TOPAOCTBIO TIOCMOTPEJT Ha KPACHOTPY/IYH0 MITUUKY.

— W moborbITHA JKe OHa, — TIPOA0/KAA OH CO CMeXOM, — BCerjia SIB/IsieTCs
TIOCMOTpeTb, UTO 51 caxkato. OHa Bce 3T0 3HaeT. Muctep KpaBeH HUUyTh 00 3TOM
He 3a00TUTCs. DTO OHA IVIaBHbIN Ca/IOBHUK.

IITuka mpojosrKasa MpbIraTth, yCepAHO KIS 4YTO-TO U [0 BpemMeHam
TIOTVIsiZIbIBasi Ha HUX 000uX. Mepu Ka3anoch, UTO ee I71a3kKu, TOXOXKHe Ha Karliu
YepHOU pOChI, CMOTPe/IM Ha Hee C OOJBIIMM JIOOOMBITCTBOM, Kak OyJTO OHa
XOTeJla TI03HAaKOMUTKCS C Heto robmike. B cep/ije Mepu 111eBesibHY/IOCH Kakoe-
TO CTPaHHOE YyBCTBO.



— A Kypa yneTtenu ocTajibHble NITEHLbI? — cripocuia Mepu.
— HeusBectHo. CTapbie NTULIbI BBITAJIKABAIOT UX M3 THE3/a U y4daT JieTarb,
U BCe OHM OUeHb CKOPO pa3/ieTaroTCsi B pas3Hble CTOPOHBI. A 3Ta BOT Oblla

YMHHULIA U TIOHSJIA, YTO OHA OJVHOKA.

Mepu noporiia mo6/vxe K MTHULE U TIPUCTAJIBHO TOTJIsiIesla Ha Hee.

— 1 oguHOKa, — CKasasa OHa.

Mepu mipexxzie He TIOHMMaJIa, YTO UMEHHO 3TO U Jie/lajio ee TaKOU KUCJION
Y CepAUTOM; OHa, KasajoCh, TOHS/IA 5TO TOJABKO TOrAA, KOrja MoIvisjesna
Ha [ITUYKY, a ITUYKA Ha Hee.

Crapblii CaZlOBHUK CABUHYJ LIANIKy CO CBOEH JIbICOM TOJIOBBI U C MUHYTY
cMmoTpest Ha Mepu.

— OJTO ThbI — JileBoYKa U3 VIHAUU? — CIIPOCUJT OH.

Mepu KHBHY/1a I'OJIOBOM.

— HeyznuBuresibHO, UTO ThI OAUHOKA, — CKa3asl OH.

OH cHOBa Haya/ KOMaTh, BCa)KMBasi 3aCTyN MIyOOKO B >KUPHYH) UepHYHO
3eMJTI0, a TITUYKA BCe TIpbirajia BOKPYT Hero ¢ 03a004eHHbIM BUIOM.

— Kak Bac 30ByT? — cripocuia Mepu.

OH BBINPSIMUJICS, UTOOBI OTBETUTH €M.

— ben ¥Ystepcradd, — cka3an oH U MOTOM /106aBUT C KUCIOW YIbIOKON: —
S Toke OOMHOK, Korja ee HeT CO MHOM! — OH TKHY/ MajblieM B HarpaB/IeHUH
nTUUKU. — OHa MOU eIMHCTBEHHBIN JIPYT.

— A y MeHsl COBCeM HeT Jipy3eii, — cKa3ana Mepu, — U HUKOI/la He ObLIO.
Most aif3 He /it00UIa MeHSI, U s HUKOT/]a HU C KeM He Urpa’a.

VopKimmpiisl 066IYHO OTKPOBEHHO BhICKA3bIBAKOT CBOM MBIC/IM, a CTaphblii
beH OblsT HACTOSIIMI MOPKIITHPeEL].



— Thl ¥ 51 OUeHb TIOXOXKM APYT Ha JIpyra, — CKa3aa OH. — MbI ¢ Toboi
BBITKaHbI U3 OJJHUX U Tex ke HuTeid. Ob6a MbI HEKpacHBbI, 1 00a Ha camMoM jiejie
TaK >Ke KHMCJIbI, KaK BBIVIIAUM. Bbloch 00 3ak/afi, UTo y HaC 000MX OJWHAKOBO
CKBEPHbIW XapakKTep.

3TOo OBINIO IOBOJILHO TIPSIMO U pe3Ko, a Mepu JIeHHOKC HUKOTZA B JKHA3HU
He cJibllasia mpaBAsl o cebe. Cayru B WHAuM Bcerja TPeK/IOHSIUCH
Y MOAUMHSIACh, UTO ObI C HUMM HU fiesianu. O cBoel Hapy)KHOCTH OHa BooOIIle
HUKOI/Ia He Ziymasia, HO Terepb e Mpullljia B F0JIOBY MbIC/b, JeUCTBUTE/IBHO /T
OHa TaK HerpuBJeKaTe/lbHa, Kak U beH, v ObL 11 y Hee TaKOM ke KUC/IbIA BU/J
TeTepb, KaK U /10 TIosIB/IeHHs ITUUKU. Ei cTasno He o cebe.

bnu3 Hee BApPyr pas3ganach sICHasi, YHCTasi Tpelb, W OHa OBICTPO
obepHynack. OHa CTosi/la B HECKOJIBKUX IIarax OT MOJIOZIOHN sI6/I0HH, Ha OJHOMN
13 BeTBEM KOTOPOU yce/iach Ma/IMHOBKA U HauaJ/ia reThb. beH paccmesics.

— [Touemy oHa 3ariesnia? — cripocusia Mepu.

— OHa pemmmia TOPYXUThCSI C¢ ToOOM, — oTBeTH beH. — Thl eli, BUAHO,
MPULLLIACH 10 HpaBYy!

— d?! — BockiukHyna Mepu u 1arHysna mnobmke K si0/ioHe, TVIsiS
HaBepX. — XOouelllb TIOJPY>KUThCS CO MHOM? — CKa3ajia OHa MTHIle, KaK OyaTo
rOBOpMJ/IA C UYe/IOBeKOM. — XOouelllb?

OHa CKa3ajla 3TO0 He CBOMM OOBIYHBIM  YOTOPHBIM  TOHOM
U He TOBeJUTe/IbHbIM «WUHAUMCKMM» TOHOM, HO TaK HEXHO U JIaCKOBO,
yTO CcTapbli beH ObUT Tak >ke W3yMJ/ieH, KaK M OHa, KOIy/la BIiepBble YC/bIIlaa,
KaK OH CBUCTeJ.

— Kak TbI 3TO XOpOIIIO U JITaCKOBO CKa3aja, — BOCK/IUKHY/ OH, — KaK OyATO
Tl U B CaMOM /jiejie peOeHOK, a He uoropHasi crapyxa! Thl roBopuia MouTH
TakK ke, Kak [IMKOH TOBOPUT CO CBOMMH JIFOOUMIIAMH B CTEIIH.

— A BbI 3HaeTe [JkoHa? — cripocuia Mepu, ObICTPO 00epHYBIIIHCH K HEMY.

— Ero Bce 3HatoT. JIMKOH XOIUT TOBCIOAY. [lake Aro/ibl ¥ LIBETHI €r0 3HAOT.
A pgymaro, UTO eMy JIMCHUI[bI TOKA3bIBAKOT, T[e WX JEeTEHBIIU, U >XaBOPOHKHU
OT HETO He MPSYyT rHe3/,.

Mepu oueHb XOTeJIOCh 33/1aTh ellle HeCKOTbKO BOIMPOCOB. B Hell 3aroBopu/io
Takoe >Xe JIFOOOIBITCTBO MO OTHOIIEeHWI0 K JIMKOHY, KaK W I10 OTHOIIEHHIO
K 3abpoiiieHHOMY cazy. Ho B 3Ty MMHYTY MaJIMHOBKA, KOTOpasi riepecTasa TeTh,
TPSIXHYJIa KPbUIBILLIKaMU, pacrpaBu/ia UX U yJieTesa.

— OHa nepesieTesia 10 Ty CTOPOHY CTeHbI! — BOCK/IMKHY/Ia Mepwu, ciefs
3a ee nosetoM. — OHa mosieTesia BO (DPYKTOBBIM Caji... a Telepb OHA YXKe
3a BTOPOM CTEHOWU... B TOM Cafly, I7le HEeT KaJIUTKU!

— OHa TaMm >XMBeT, — CKa3aj cTapbiii beH, — TaM OHa BbLTynu/Iach U3 sulja
rae-HUOyIb MeXKTy pO30BBIMH KYCTaMH.



— A Tam eCTb pO30Bble KyCThI? — cripocuia Mepu.

beH cHOBa B3s/1Cs 3a 3aCTYIl U Hayasl KOIarh.

— Bbin... mecartsb et TOMy Has3ajl, — TpoOOPMOTa OH.

— 51 OBl XOTeMa UX yYBUIEeTb, — CKa3ana Mepu. — ['ne 3eneHas Kanutka? [e-
HUOY/Ib Be/lb O/DKHA OBITH Ka/uTKa!

BeH cyHyn 3actyn ry0oko B 3eM/it0, U BUJ, y Hero CTaJl TakKoW e
He/Ipy>Ke/lt0OHbBIN, KaK U B TIepPBYI0 MUHYTY, KorZia Mepu yBujiesa ero.

— bbla... gecqaTs et ToMy Hasaj, a Telepb ee HeT, — CKa3asl OH.

— Het kanutku! — BockivkHysna Mepu. — OHa /1o/bKHA ObITh!

— Het ee, 1 HUKTO ee He MOXeT HaWTH, U HUKOTO 3TO He KacaeTcsl. A Tbl
He Oyzib HaZloeJIMBOM U He Cyl CBOero Hoca Kyzia He Hajjo! Hy, MHe Tereps HaJj0
pabotatb. Ctymaii cebe urparb; y MeHs1 O0/bIlle HET BpeMeHH!

WM oH nepecTas Korarb, BCKUHY/I 3aCTYyIl Ha IJIeYO U OTOLLe I, He B3IVIAHYB
Ha Hee U /jaXke He NPOCTUBLLKC.







I'maBa VI

Ha mepBbIxX mopax O/IMH JieHb ObLT TIOXOXK Ha Jpyroi ansi Mepu JIeHHOKC.
Kax/ioe yTpo OHa MpoCkINasack B CBOell KOMHaTe C TKaHbIMU 000siMU U BUjleNa
MapTy, CTOSIBIIIYIO Ha KOJIEHSIX BO3/le KaMUHA, UYTOObI Pa3BeCTU OTOHb; KaXK[oe
yTPO OHa 3aBTpakaja B CBOel «/IeTCKOW», ryle el HeueM ObLIO pa3BeubCs,
U KaXIbld JlIeHb TOC/e 3aBTpaka CMOTpejia B OKHO, Ha OOIIMPHYIO CTellb,
KOTOpasi pacKuZbiBajacb BO BCe CTOPOHbI M C/MBajachb C TOPU30HTOM;
MIOCMOTPEB HEKOTOPOe BpeMsl, OHa MPUXOAWIA K 3aK/IHOUEHUI0, UTO, eC/IM OHA
He BBINJET, el IpueTcs cUjieTh 6e3 BCSIKOTO [iefa, U M03TOMY OHA BBIXO/UIIA.

Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO JHEH, MPOBeeHHbIX MOUTH UCK/IIOUUTEIbHO Ha CBEXXeM
BO3/lyXe, OHA IMPOCHYIaChb OJHaXAbl yTPOM OU€Hb TOJOAHAas. YCEBIIUCH
3aBTpaKaTh, OHa y>Ke He OTTOJIKHYJ/IA YalllKU C Mpe3pUTeIbHbIM BUJOM, HO Cpa3y
B3s1/1a JIOXKKY U CTaJia eCThb; eJla OHa J]0 TeX MOop, MOKa yalllka He CTasia IyCTOoM.

— ThI 0T/IMYHO cripaBU/Iack C 3TUM CErofHsl, — CKa3aia Mapra.

— Ceropnst 370 ObIIO OUeHb BKYCHO, — CKa3aja Mepu, cama HEMHOTO
yIAWBIeHHAs.
— DTO CTernHOW BO3AyX [laeT Tebe ammeTWT, — CKas3aja MapTa. —

Tel cuacTiuBuUlla: y Tebsi He TOMBKO amnmeTUT ecTb, HO W efa. A y Hac
B KOTTe[)Ke — HaC [IBeHa/l[aTb YejI0BeK — y BCeX JKeIy[KH, a IT0JI0KUTh B HUX
Heuero. Thl UTpail Ha BO3/yXe KaXK/Iblil leHb U He Oy/ielllb TaKasi Ke/Tasl.

— #1 He urparo, — cka3zasna Mepu. — MHe HeueM UTpaTk.

— Heuem urpars! — BocknukHyna Mapra. — Hatm ety urparoT NpyThbsMH,
KaMellkamu, 6eratot, KpuuaT, CMOTPSIT Ha BCe KPYTOM.

Mepu He Kpuuasa, HO TOXKe CTaja pacCMaTpuBaTh BCe; OoJbliie eil Heuero
Obuto fenatb. OHa o6xoAusia BOKPYT CajioB, Opojuia MO ZIOPOXKKaM Tiapka.
MHorza oHa vckana craporo beHa 1 XOTsi HeCKOJIBKO pa3 BH/jesa ero 3a paboToii,



HO OH OBbUT WIM C/IMILIKOM 3aHSIT, UM CJIUIIIKOM YTPIOM, UTOO TOI/IsiZIETh Ha Hee.
OpHaXIbl, KOIjla OHA HamlpaBWIachb K HeMy, OH TIOAHSUI CBOM 3acTyIl
1 OTBEpHY/ICS, KaK Oy/[TO HapOUHO.

Yaiije Bcero oHa Ty/isijla TI0 TPOITMHKE BO3Jie CTEHBI, OKPY’KaBIIIeH Cajibl.
[To ob6e cTOpOHBI TPONMMHKK OBLIM He3aca)keHHble K/IyMOBbI, a CTeHbI 3apOC/v
T'YCTBIM TUTIOIIIOM. B OfHOM MecTe BbBIOIAsiCA TeMHO-3eJ/ieHasl JIMCTBa Oblia
0Cco0eHHO T'ycTa, Kak OyZITo 3a Hell ZIo/iroe BpemMsi HUKTO He TIpUCMaTpHrBall.




CnycTsi HeCKO/IBKO AHeW mnocse BCcTpeud ¢ beHom Mepu 3ameTusna 3TO
Y OCTaHOBUJIACh, YAUB/ISACH, MOYeMy 3TO Tak. OHa CTosi/ia U CMOTpeJia Ha BETKY
TI/TFOITIA, KAuaBIIIYIOCS OT BeTpa, KakK BAPYT Iepef Heli 6/1eCHY/IO UTO-TO KpacHOe
Y TOC/BIIIANOCH 3ByYyHOe uupuKaHbe. Ha cTeHe cuzena MalMHOBKa CTapoOro
BeHa, 71517151 BHU3, C BBITSIHYTOM 111€HKOM Y HAaK/JIOHEHHOW HabOK T'O/TOBKOMA.

— O! 39to ThI! — KpUKHY/Ia Mepy, ¥ el HUUYTh He MOKa3ajl0Ch CTPAHHBIM,
YTO OHA 3aroBOpH/Ia C MITUYKOM, KakK OyATO Ta MoI/ia TIOHSTh ee Ui OTBETUTD ei.

[TTnuka [elCcTBUTELHO OTBETW/IA eil: OHa 3aljebeTasia W 3ampbirana,
C/IOBHO pacCKa3blBajla €l 0 4YeM-TO. Mepu 3acMmesiiacb, W KOrja ITUYKa
MyCTWIaCh JIeTeTh BAOMbL CTeHbI, OHa MoOexxana 3a Hell. benHas MareHbKast
Mepu — Xypas, >KeJiTasi, OHa B 3Ty MUHYTY Ka3a/laCb MOUTU KPaCHUBOM.

— 51 mobsto Tebsi! — KpUKHYy/IAa OHa U JlaXke TIOMbITasach 3aCBHUCTaTh, Yero
BOBCe He yMesa fAenatb. Ho mTHWuka Ka3ajach BMOJIHE [OBOJBHOM: OHA TOXE
CTajla CBUCTaTb B OTBET W, HAKOHEL], paclipaBUB KpbLIbsi, CMeJI0 B3JieTesia
Ha BepLIWHY JiepeBa, ycesach TaM ¥ FPOMKO 3arieJia.

OTO HANOMHWIO Mepu TOT JeHb, KOrJa OHAa BIIepBble yBUZela ITUUKY.
Torga nTUuKa Kadaaach Ha BepIilvHe iepeBa, a Mepu cTosijia B (DPYKTOBOM Cafy.
Terepb oHa Obly1a C Jpyroii CTOpPOHBI (PYKTOBOTO Cajla M CTOsi/Ia Ha TPOITMHKE
BO3JIe CTEHbI, 38 KOTOPOU BU/IHEJIOCh TO K€ CaMOe JlepeBo.

— OTO TOT cajl, B KOTOPbIK He/b3s1 BOMTH, — CKa3aja OHa camoii cebe. —
310 caz 6e3 KaJUTKU, U TaM >XMBET NTHUKa. Kak Obl MHe XOTe/I0Ch TIOCMOTPETD,
yTO TaM Takoe!

Ona obormuia BOKPYT CTeHBI, TIAaTeJlbHO OCMaTpHBasi ee, U yOequsach,
UYTO Ka/INTKU B HeH He ObLIO0.



— JTO OUeHb CTPaHHO, — IPOrOBOPU/IA OHA. — beH cKasajs, YTo KaJUuTKU HeT,
U ee Taku HeT. Ho gecsTh jieT ToMy Ha3aj Oblla KalWuTKa, TIOTOMY YTO MUCTEp
Kp3BeH 3apbu1 K/t04 B 3eMJIIO.

Bce 3T0 [ja/10 CTO/BKO MULLM ee yMy, YTO OHA 3aUHTepecoBasach U periunna,
YTO He >KajeeT 0 TOM, UTO Tprexasna B MuccenbTysuT-MaHop.

B WHauu eii Bcerga ObIIO >Kapko, M OHA BCerjla YyBCTBOBajia TaKYHo
VCTOMY, UTO HUUEM He MOIVIa 3auHTepecoBaThCsl. CBE)XUU CTEIHOW BeTep TOUHO
CAyBaJl IayTUHY C ee MaJIeHbKOT'0 MO3ra U OKUBJISUI ee.

OHa nouTy Bech JieHb IpOBejia Ha CBeXeM BO3JyXe U Korja cesa Y>KWHaTh
BeuepoM, TO Oblla OueHb TOJIO[HAs, COHHasi UM YYBCTBOBajaa IMPUSTHYIO
yCTaloCTh.

OnHa He paccepawiach, kKorja MapTa Hauana 0OonTaTth, WU UyBCTBOBaja,
yTO el Jaxke TPUATHO CJyllaTh ee; HAaKOHel] OHAa peluusa 3ajarTb el OAWH
BOIIPOC. 3a/jajia OHa ero rnocJje y>xuHa, yCeBIIMCh Ha KOBpe Tpefi KAMUHOM.

— ITouemy muctep Kp3BeH Tak He /it0OUT 3TOT Cafi? — CIIPOCKJIA OHA.

OmHa 3actaBuiia Mapty ocTathCs Moc/ie yKWHa, 1 Mapra He pOTUBU/IAC.
Ona Obu1a OueHb MOJIO/lA, TIPUBBIK/JIA K JKU3HU B KOTTe[Ke, MOJHOM OpaTbeB
U cectep, U el ObUIO OueHb CKYUHO BHHU3y, B OTCDOMHOM JItOACKOW. Mapta
nobusia TIOTOBOPUTD, a 3Ta CTpaHHas JieBouKa, KOoTopasi >kuia B IHauu U uMesna
YyepHbBIX CJ1yT, Obl1a At MapThl 0cO0EHHO TIpUB/IeKaTeTbHOM HOBUHKOM.

Mapra ycesiacb Ha KOBpe y KaMHHa, He [10KU/asiChb TIpUIJIallieHUsl.

— Thl Bce ellje Aymaelllb 00 3TOM cafie? — CIIpOCU/Ia OHa. — Tak s U 3Hasa.
To ke camoe ObLIO ¥ CO MHOM, KOT/Ia s BIIePBbIe yC/ibIiana 06 3ToM.

— [loueMy OH ero Tak HeHaBH/eJ? — HacTauBasa Mepu.

Mapta nopykana roj, cebst HOTH U ycenach Noyfao0oHei.

— [Nocnymaii-Ka, Kak BeTep BOeT BOKPYT [jOMa, — CKa3asia OHa. — Tbl Terepb
He Morvia Obl yCTOSITh Ha HOTaX, €C/U ObI BhIIILIA B CTETb!

— IlouemMy >ke OH ero Tak HeHaBuZen? — onATh cripocuia Mepu. OHa xoTesna
y3Harthb 3TO, pa3 MapTa Toxe 3Hasa.

Mepu cTana BbIK/Ia/bIBaTh MpeJ, HeI0 CBOU 3arac CBeJleHUM.

— IloMHH, — cKaszana oHa, — MUCCUMC MeJJIOK MpUKasasia He pasroBapuBarh
00 3TOM. 371eCh €CTh MHOTO€, O UeM HeJib3sl Pa3roBapyBaTh. TaKOBbI ITPUKa3aHUs
muctepa KpaBeHa. OH TOBOpUT, UTO ero HecuacCThbsl — He Haille fiesio. Eciu Obl
He 3TOT cafi, OH ObI He ObUT TakKuM. JTO ObLI caji MUccHUC KpaBeH; ero pa3ouim,
KOT/]a OHU TOJIBKO UTO MOoBeHYamch. OHa oueHb JitoOW/Ia 3TOT Cajl, U OHU BMeCTe
yXaKUBa/d 3a lBeTaMW; HUA OJHOIO CaJjOBHUKA He MyCKaju B caf. Mwucrep
Kp3BeH C >KeHOW yXOJuId B Cajl, 3aTBOPS/IM 3a COOOW KaMUTKy U T0 IIeJIbIM
yacam CU/e/v TaM, pasroBapuBas U UuTas.



Ona Obla Mo/OfieHbKasl, COBceM JeBouka! B cagy crosisio cTapoe fiepeBo
C COTHYTOM BeTBBIO, BpoJe cKaMmelikd. OHa TMocaZijia BOKPYT HEro pO3bI
U Bcerfa cujena Ha 3Tod BeTBU. OAHaXKAbI, KOTZla OHAa TaM CHjesia, BETBb
cjiomManach, OHa yrajsa Ha 3eM/l0 M TaK CWIbHO YIubiach, 4TO Ha3aBTpa
yMepJia.

IlokTopa fymainu, 4yTo OH COUJIeT C yMa U Toxke ympeT. [103ToMy-To OH Tak
HEHaBUAUT 3TOT cafA. C TeX MOp TyAa HUKTO He 3aXOAWl, U OH HUKOMY
He T03BOJIsIeT [la’ke TOBOPUTh O HEM.

Mepu Oosibllie He 3ajaBasa BOompocoB. OHa CMOTpesia Ha KpacHOe TiiaMs
Y MIPUC/TYIIMBA/Iach K BOKO BeTPa, KOTOPbIl 3aBbIBajl BCe TPOMUe.

B 3Ty MUHYTY C Heil TIPOMCXOJW/IO HEUTO OUeHb Xopoiiiee. ITO CJIy4anoch



C Hel y)Ke B UeTBepThIl pa3 C Tex TOp, Kak OHa rpuexana. [lepBoe ObIIO TO,
KOIZla e T0Ka3ajloCh, YTO OHa IOHsJIa Ma/JMHOBKY, 4 MaJMHOBKA ee; BTOpOe,
yTo OHa Oerasia Ha CBe)keM BO3/yXe, MOKa He pa3ropesiach ee KPOBb; TPEThE,
YTO OHa BIIepBble B )KU3HU UCIMbITa/la HACTOSLLMK [OJI0/; YeTBepToe, Korja OHa
TIOHsI/Ia, UTO 3HAUUT TI0KaJieTh Koro-Hubyab. OHa Jlenana yCrexu.

[IpuciyvBasch K BOKO BeTpa, OHa CTajia [PUCIYLIUBaTLCA ellje K 4yeMy-To.
Ona He 3Hasa, YTO 3TO ObUIO, TIOTOMY YTO CHauasja efiBa MOIJia OTJIMUUThL 3TO
OT 3aBbIBaHUs BeTpa. ITO ObLI CTPaHHBIN 3BYK — Ka3a/ioCh, OyATO TAe-TO ryiakas
pebeHok. VIHOTIa cambiii 3ByK BeTpa MOXO/W/ Ha Tuiau pebeHKa; HO Mepu CKOpo
pa3o0pasia, uTo 3BYK pa3/aBajics B joMe, a He BHe fioma. OH pa3zaBasics rje-To
OueHb Jlaieko, HO BHYTpU jomMa. OHa 06epHy/nach U MoCMOTpesia Ha Mapry.

— ThI CJIBIIIMILB, KAaK KTO-TO IlJIa4YeT? — CIIPOCKH/ia OHa.

Mapra BApyr CMyTH/IACE.

— Het, — oTBeTHna OHa, — 3TO BeTep. VMIHOT/A KaXkeTcs, Kak OyATO KTO-TO
3a0/yIUsICs B CTETH U T11auer.

— Ho nocnymau, — ckasana Mepu. — JTo rjie-T0 B JJoMe, B OJHOM M3 3TUX
JUIMHHBIX KOPUOPOB.

B 5Ty MUHYTY r[je-TO BHU3Yy, OYEBU/HO, OTKDPbLIM JBEPb: CU/IbHBIA BETEP
BOPBaJICS B KOPU/0P, U AB€Pb KOMHATHI, I7le OHU CH/ie/Id, C TPeCKOM OTBOPUJIACH.
Obe oHM BCKOUM/IM Ha HOTM, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT CBeT MoOrac, ¥ 3ByK Iljaya
TIPOHECCS TI0 KOPUZOPY, Oosiee IBCTBEHHBIH, ueM mpexie.

— Bort! Chapnmuiibs! — BockmvkHyna Mepu. — §1 Tebe ropopuna! 3To KTO-TO
T/1aueT, ¥ 3TO He B3POC/IbIA UesioBeK.

Mapra nozpbexxana K iBepH, 3aTBOPU/IA ee U TIOBepHY/ia KJ/IK0Y; HO Tpexe
yeM OHa ycresa Ccenarb 3TO, OHM YC/bllIagd, KaKk B OAHOM U3 KOPUZOPOB
C LIIYMOM 3aXJIOINHY/acCh JBepb, U IIOTOM BCe CTUXJIO; Jlake BeTep Ha HeCKO/IbKO
CeKyH/] lepecTaJsl BbITb.

— Oto ObUT BeTep, — ympsMO CKa3aja Mapra. — A eciu He BeTep,
TO MaJjieHbKasl CyZloMoiika, beTTu. Y Hee 11e/biii fieHb Oosienin 3yOsl.

Kakoe-To cTpaHHOe 3amellaTe/lbCTBO B ee MaHepax 3acTaBuio Mepu
TIPUCTAJIbHO B3IVISIHYTh Ha Hee. Eil mokasanock, uTo MapTta He TOBOPUT IpaB/bl.









I'maBa VII

Ha cneapyrouuii JeHb AOKIb JIAA JUBMS, U Korga Mepw BBLITJISIHY/IA
13 OKHa, CTEeIy IOYTH He BUJHO OBLIO H3-3a CEeporo TymMaHa. B Takoil JeHb
HeJIb351 ObIO BBIMTH.

— Yro BBl Je/laeTe B BallleM KOTTeIKe, KOIJa HJeT TaKOH OOXKOb? —
cripocusia oHa Mapry.

— CrapaeMcs1 He MOTACTh JIPyT APYTY IO HOTHU, — OTBeTH/Ia MapTta. — Beab
Hac Tak MHOro! Marb oueHb 00pasi, HO U OHa TepsieT TeprieHHe. Crapiive JeTu
UAYT Urpathb B XjieB. A JIMkoH He obOpalllaeT HUKaKOro BHUMaHUS Ha JJ0XKb — OH
BCe paBHO YXOJWT, KaK U B COJTHEUHbBIN JleHb. OH TOBOPUT, UTO B [IOXK/b BUIUT
BCE TO, UTO He TI0KAa3bIBAeTCs B SICHYIO TIOTOY.

Pa3 oH Hallles1 MajieHbKYIO JINCUUKY, KOTOpasi UyTh He YTOHyJa B CBOEH
HOpe, W TIPUHEC ee ZIOMOH 3a rMa3yxoi, uTobbl oTorperb. CTapyo nucy yOumm
HeTI0/|a/IeKy, a HOPY 3aTOIWJI0, U OCTa/IbHbIe JIeTeHbIN yTOHY/Id. OHa U Ternepb
y Hero.

A ellle pa3 OH Halle/Jl Ma/leHbKYI0 BODOHY, TO)XXe TIpUHEC J0MOM
u npupyumna. 30ByT ee Caka, [TOTOMY UTO OHAa OUYeHb UepHasl, ¥ OHa TTOBCIOAY
CKaueT M JIeTaeT CJIeZIOM 3a HUM.

K sromy BpemeHu MepHu yKe TMepecTajia OTHOCHTBCS HeAPY>KeTr0HO
K (amMunbsIpHbIM pasroBopaM Maptel. OHa Jake cTajla HaXOAUTh UX
WHTEPeCHbIMM U >Kasesia, Korza Mapra yxoawna. Pacckasbl ee aif3, Korja oHa
Kuna B VIHaum, COBepIlIeHHO He TIOXOAW/IM Ha pacckKa3bl MapThl O CTEITHOM
KOTTe/Ke, I/le B UYeThIpeX KOMHATaX IIOMeIa/ioCh YeThIPHA/I[aTh Ye/IOBeK,
KOTOpbIe HUKOTI/Ia He Hae/la/IiCh J0ChITA.

— Ecnu 6 y MeHst O6bl1a TMCUYKA WM BOPOH, s1 ObI MOI7Ia UTpaTh C HUMU, —
CKa3asia Mepu, — HO y MeHsI HUKOTO HeT.



— ThI BA3aTh yMeelllb? — cripocuia Mapra.

— Hert! — cka3ana Mepu.

— A 1IMTH yMeellb?

— Hert!

— A yurarb ymeeln?

— Ha.

— Tak mouemMy >ke Thl He UMTAaeIllb WX He MOYYUIIbCS CKIabIBaTh?

— Y MeHs HeT KHHI, — cka3ana Mepu. — Te, uTo y MeHsI ObL/IH, OCTaUCh
B Huu.

— Ouenb Xanb! — ckazana Mapra. — Eciu 6 muccuc Mefjiok 1o3Bo/uia
Tebe BouiTu B 6ubmoTeky! Tam Thicsiua KHUT!

Mepu He cripocuia, T7e roMelrjanack OMbIMoTeKa, IIOTOMY UTO B T'OJIOBE ee
GnecHyna HoBasi MbIC/b. OHa pelllda CaMa OTBICKaTh OHOJHMOTEKY. MBICTb
0 MUCCUC MeajoK HUUYTh He cMmyllana ee. Muccuc Menjiok 1ouTyd Bcerza
cujiesla B CBOEM YIOTHOM KOMHaTe BHM3Yy. B 3TOM CTpaHHOM [OMe HUKOIO
He ObI/I0, KpOMe CJIYT, KOTOpbIe B OTCYTCTBHE TOCTIOIMHA KU BOJIbHOMN >KU3HBIO
B HIDKHEM 3Take, T7ie TIOMelljajlaCh OTPOMHAasi KyXHsl, yBelllaHHasi OnecTsiieit
MeZIHOU 1 OJIOBSTHHOM MOCY/J0M, U OOJ/IbIIIasi CTOIOBAst AJIsl CJTYT.

Mepu peryispHO TpUChbUIa/JIA  3aBTpak, o0enq W yXuH. Mapra
TIPUC/TY>KUBA/Ia e, HO HUKOMY He ObIZIO /10 Hee HM MaJekiiero aena. Muccuc
Mepaiok 3axofu/ia K HeW pa3 B JIeHb WM B [IBa [iHS, HO HUKTO He CIpalllrBal
Mepy, 4TO OHa JefaeT, U HUKTO He TOBOPDWU/I €M, UTO €Wl HaJl0 JenaTh.
Ona gymana, 4TO 3TO, BEPOSTHO, ObUT aHTIMMCKUN OObIUaii — TaK OTHOCUTBLCS
K Jetam. B VHaum el Bcerja Npuc/Iy>KUMBajia ee and, KOTopas XOAu/a ClaeloM
3a Hel W UCIIOJHSIAa BCe ee jKejlaHWs, U OueHb uacTo ee OOIIeCTBO Hazioeano
Mepu. Teneps >xe HUKTO 3a HEIO He XOAWJ/, U OHAa NPUyYr/Iach OfIeBaThCs CaMa,
TIOTOMY UTO KaKJbIi pa3, Korjla OHa XoTesa, YToObI ee o/le/Ti WX TI0/jali uTo-
HUOYb, Y MapThl ObUT TakoW BUJ], KakK OyATO OHa cuuTasia Mepu oueHb TTyIIOM
1 6eCTONKOBOMA.

— Pa3Be y Tebs1 yma HeT? — cripocuia MapTa ofjHaX/ibl, Korjla Mepu cTosisia
Y K7asa, MoKa OHa el HazeHeT TepyaTku. — Hama Cro3aH BABOE CMBIIIIEHEee
TeOs1, a eli Bcero uetbipe rofia. IHOTja Thl KaXKeIIIbCsI COBCEM IJTYTIBIIITKOM.

[Tocne storo Mepu 1jenblii yac Aynach, HO 3TO BO30yauio B Hell MHOTO
HOBBIX MBICJIEU.

[Tocne Toro kak Mapra mogMmena IO M yuuia BHU3, Mepu elje OKOJIO
JeCATH MMHYT CTOsi/Ia Y OKHA; OHa Obljla 3aHSATAa TOM HOBOW MBIC/IBIO, KOTOpast
sIBUJIaChb y Hee, KOTZla OHA ycJ/ibliana o 6ubsmoreke. [Jo camoii 6MO/IHMOTEKH e
ObIIO Maso jfiesia, TIOTOMY UYTO €l He OUeHb-TO XOTeJOCh UWTaTh, HO pa3roOBOP
O Held HaNOMHW/ el paccka3 O COTHE KOMHAaT C 3aTBOPEHHBIMU JIBEPSIMH.



OnHa fAymana, Ha CaMOM JiM [le/le BCe OHM 3amepThl U uTO Obl OHa yBH7era,
eciu ObI MOT/Ia BOUTU B OfIHY U3 KoMHaT. Heykenu ux 6bia cotHsi? [Touemy ObI
ey He TIOUTH TTIOCMOTPEeTh, CKOJIbKO OHAa HacuuTaeT?

Ee HUKOTZa He yuyWwIid CIIpallliBaTh TI0O3BOJIEHUS C/iefiaTb UTO-HUOYZb,
OHa He 3Ha/la, YTO 3HAYUT aBTOPUTET, U €l He MOIJa TIPUMTH B TOJIOBY MBIC/Ib
CIIPOCUTH T103BOJIeHUsT MUCCUC MeJ/oK, Aaxe eciy 6 oHa ee yBUzena.

OHa oTBOpM/a /iBeph, BhILIZIA B KOPUAOP U MyCTWIAaCh OpOAUTh. JTO ObuI
JJIMHHBIM KOPUZOP, M3 KOTOPOrO LM elle JApyrve; el MPHULIIOCh MOAHATHCS
Ha HECKOJbKO CTyIeHel, MOTOM ellje Ha HecKojbKo. [ToBcrogy Obuiu [Bepw,
JIBEpU, a Ha CTeHaX BUCe/NU KapTWHblL. VHorja Ha HUX ObUTM M300pakeHbI
CTpaHHble TeMHble JaHAIIa(Thl, HO TI0 OOJbIIel YacTh 3TO ObLIM TIOPTPEThI
MY>KUMH U /laM B CTPAHHBIX TIBIIITHBIX KOCTIOMax K3 aT/iaca u Oapxara.

Ckopo OHa OuyTH/Iach B JI/IMHHOM rajepee, CTeHbl KOTOPOW ObUIM CIUIOLIb
yBelllaHbl TaKuMU TopTpeTamu. OHa HUKOTZA He AymMasa, UTO UX MOXKET ObITh
TaKoe MHOXeCTBO B OZJHOM /lOMe.

OnHa Me/ijIeHHO TIpOLLIach 10 rajepee, VIS Ha JiMlja IOPTPETOB, KOTOPLIe,
Kasasoch, misifies Ha Hee. El uyaunock, OyATO OHU yAWB/SIFOTCS, UTO JieBOUKa
y3 VIHaum ouyTUiach y HUX B [JOMe.

Tam ObLIU U ITOPTPETHI ,Z[ETEﬁ — A€eBO4YeK B TsDKeJIbIX aT/IdCHBIX I/IdThAX,
AO0OXOAWBIIMX OO0 CaMOIo 1I10jla, MW Ma/JIBYUMKOB C [O/IMHHBIMK BOJJIOCAMWY,



B KPY’>KeBHbIX BODOTHUKaX.

OHa Bcerjila OCTaHaB/IMBaAaCh y TMOPTPETOB JieTeid, AyMasi O TOM, KakK WX
3Ba/iv, KyZla OHU WCUe3/d U ToUeMy HOCWIM TaKylo CTpaHHYyHO ofexay. OauH
NopTpeT K300pakas YOMOPHYI0 HEKPAaCHBYIO JIeBOUKY, TIOX0XKYIO Ha Hee caMoe.
Ha Heii ObL10 3e/1eHOe 171a3eTOBOe I1/1aThe, a Ha Masblie CU/ieN 3e/1eHbli Momyrau.
B3risif y Hee ObLT OCTPBIN U TFOOOTIBITHBIMN.

— T';me ThI Teneph >KuBellb? — TPOMKO cripocuia ee Mepu. — S 6Gb1 x0Tera,
yTOOBI T ObL/IA TETIEPh 37IeCh.

Hu ofiHa /ieBOUKa, BepOSITHO, HUKOT/Ia He TPOBO/W/IA BPeMsi TaK CTPAHHO.
Eii Ka3anock, UTO BO BCeM I'POMaJHOM JioMe Obljia TOJTbKO OJfHa OHA — MajieHbKast
JleBOYKa B UepHOM TulaThulle, OpojuBIllasi BHU3 U BBepX IO JIeCTHHUIIAM,
0 LIMPOKUM WM Y3KUM KOPHZOpPaM, MO KOTOPbIM HUKTO, KDOMe Hee, HUKOT/a
He XOZWJI.

Ecyiu ObI7I0 TIOCTPOEHO CTOJBKO KOMHAT, TO B HUX, BEPOSTHO, >KUJU JIFOAU
KOT/]a-TO, HO Terepb MOBCIOAY ObUIO Tak IMyCTOo, UTO el He BePUIOCh, OYATO 3TO
MOT/IO OBITh TaK Ha CaMOM JieJie.

Korza oHa fo6panachk /10 BTOPOTO 3TaXa, el B3Z[yMasioCh MOBEPHYTh PYUKY
ofiHOM 13 Bepeil. Bce nBepu ObLM 3aTBOpEHBI, KaK el CKa3aia MUCCUC MeJioK,
Y OHa B3s/laCh 3a PYUKy OJHOW U moBepHy/ia ee. OHa HEMHOTO MCHyTasach,
KOr/la TIOUyBCTBOBAJIa, UTO PyYKa MOBEPHY/aCh OUeHb JIETKO U UTO MPU TMepBOM
TO/UKe cama /JiBePb MeJJIEHHO U TsDKeJo OTBOpWIach. OTO Obuia MacCUBHas
JBepb, KoTopasi Befa B Oosbliyto cranbHO. Ha cTeHax Obuld TKaHble 060w,
a OKOJIO CTeH cTosizia Mebesib C MHKpyCTallel — Takas, KaKyro OHa 4acTo BH/asna
B Wupauu. [llupokoe OKHO CBUHIIOBBIM II€PEIVIeTOM BBIXOJUO B CTellb,
a HaJi KaMUHOM BHCes ellle OfIUH TIOPTPeT YOIOPHOW HEeKpPaCHUBOU [1eBOYKH,
KOTOpasi, Ka3a/ioCh, IVIsiie/1a C GOJIBIINM JFOBOMBITCTBOM, UeM TIPeX/e.

— BBITb MOXKeT, OHa Kor/ia-Huby/Ib crasa 37iech, — cka3ana Mepu. — OHa Tak
CMOTDPUT Ha MeHsl, UTo 51 cebsi 4yBCTBYIO KaK-TO CTPaHHO.

[Tocne 3TOrO OHa OTKpHBLIA ellle HeCKOJIBKO /iBepel, TOTOM ellje HeCKOJIbKO.
OnHa BuUJe/Na CTOJMILKO KOMHAT, YTO Hauaja ycCTaBaTh, W pellWa, 4TO UX,
BepOSITHO, Obl/la COTHS, XOTS OHA U He cuuTana. Bo Bcex koMHarax Obiv cTapbie
KapTUHBI WM CTapble TKaHble 000M CO CTPAaHHBIMU K300pakKeHUsIMU, U TIOUTU
B Ka)XK/I0l KOMHare Oblsla CTpaHHast MeOe/ib U CTpaHHbIe YKpallleHUs.

B ozHOU KOMHate, roxoxkel Ha JaMcKui Oymyap, obou Obuid GapxaTHble,
a B MIKadQuvke CTOSJI0O OKOJO COTHA MaJjieHbKHUX CJIOHOB, BBITOUEHHBIX
13 CJIOHOBOM KOCTW. Bce oHM ObUIM pa3/IMUHOM BEMUMHBI, U Y HEKOTOPBIX
Ha CryHaxX ObLIM TlaJlaHKWHBI WM TIOTOHIUKA. Mepu BUje/a Takue BelUUKU
B MHauu; OTKpHIB [Beph IKaduuKa, OHa CTajla Ha MajleHbKYI0 CKaMeeuKy
M Hauana wurpatb uMMu. Korja eil 3To Hajioeno, OHa paccTaBWia CIOHOB



B MPE>XHEM MOPSIZIKe U 3aTBOPK/IA IBepb IKaduMKa.

bpops mo AJIMHHBIM KOPUZ0paM U HeXXWU/IbIM KOMHaraM, OHa He BCTpeTu/a
HU OJIHOT'O )KMBOTI'O CyIlleCTBa, HO B 3TOW KOMHarTe yBu/asa ero.

[Tocne Toro Kak ZeBOYKa 3aTBOpW/a [Beplly IIKaduuKa, OHa yC/blllana
KaKOW-TO Jierkhid 1opox. OHa BCKOUW/Ia U CTaja OCMaTpuBaTh CTOSIBLUIWU
y KaMHHa [JVBaH, OTKyJa 3TOT LIOPOX Cjbluancad. B ymiy auBaHa sexana
OapxaTHasi TIOAyIlIKa, B KOTOpOM ObLia [ibipa, a U3 3TON [JbIPhI BBIVISAbIBA/A
KPOXOTHasi TOJIOBKA C MTapOW UCIYTaHHBIX IJ1a3.

Mepy 0CTOPOKHO TIOAOLILIA TOIVIALeThb. biecTsdiue riasa NpuHazIexanu
MaJIeHbKOM Cepoy MBI, KOTOpasi MPOrpbI3/ia AbIPY B MOAYIIKE U YCTPOMU/a TaM
JKuJibe. Bo3se Hee jiexkao 1ecTepo CISALIUX MbILIAT.

— Ecnu Ob1 0HM He UCTTYTaluCh, s ObI UX B3sjia € cO60M, — cKa3ana Mepu.

Ona Tak fjo4T0 6poJuia Mo oMy, UTO OYeHb yCTajla U BepHy/ach 00paTHO.
IBa-Tpu pa3a oHa 3abnyauiach, TIOBEpDHYB He Tyja, KyJa C/e/loBano, U e
TIPUIIIOCH OpOAWTHL B3ajl U BIiepe[ M0 KOpU0paM, TIoKa OHa He Toraja B TOT,
KyZla eli Haflo ObUI0. B KOHIle KOHIIOB OHa OUyTW/IaCh Ha TOM 3Take, I7ie >KUa,
HO Ha HEKOTOPOM pacCCTOSIHUM OT CBOeM KOMHAThl U He Cpa3y Mor/a pa3obparts,
I/le OHa HaXoAW/ach.

— MHe kaxeTcs, A ONATh MOBEpHYyJ/a He Tyza, KyAa C/1e[0Bajio, — CKa3aja
OHa BCJIYX, CTOSI B KOHI[Ee KOPOTKOTO KOPHU/IOpa C TKaHbIMUA 000SIMU Ha CTeHaX. —
He 3Haro, kyza uatu. Kak tuxo Bcroay!

OHa elje cTosi/la TaM U He ycriea ellle KOHYUTh (hpa3bl, KaK TUIIUHY BAPYT
HapyIIWa 3ByK. JTO OMATh ObUT KPUK, HO HETIOXOKUM Ha TOT, KOTODbI OHa
CJIbIIIaja TIPOIUION HOUbK. JTO ObUT OTPBIBUCTBIM KPUK — KamlpuU3HBIA BU3T
pebeHKa, 1MoJTy3arayiieHHbIi CTeHaMU.

— 910 6nrke, yuem ObLIO TOTAA, — CKa3ana Mepu, cep/ilie KOTOPOM 3abUIoCh
CUIbHee, — U 3TO Miad. — OHa HeyassHHO JOTPOHY/laCb PYKOU [0 KOBpa
Y WCIyraHHO OTCKouwsia Ha3az. KoBep mpukpbiBasi €000 /iBepb, KOTOpas
OTBOpWJ/IACh; 3a 3TOM /IBephbi0 ObUIO MPOZO/KeHNe KOPU0pa, 0 KOTOPOMY Iiija
MHUCCUC MeJJIOK CO CBA3BKOU K/TFOUeU B PyKe U C CepAUThIM BbIpa)KeHWeM JIULIA.

— Tbl 4yTO 37€cCh [Jenaelllb? — CIPOCWIAa OHA, CXBaTvB Mepu 3a pyKy
Y OTTAlllMB ee B CTOPOHY. — 51 uTo Tebe roBopmsia?

— §1 moBepHy/a He B TOT KOpUAOD, — 00bsicHuIa Mepu. — 1 He 3Hasa, Kyza
W/TH, U yCJIbIIIA/A, YTO KTO-TO IljIayeT.

B 3Ty MUHYTYy OHa BO3HeHaBHjesa MUCCUC MeayioK, HO B C/eAYIOLIYIO
MUHYTYy BO3HeHaBU/iesa ee elije Oosbliie.

— Thl HAUETO TAKOTO He C/bixasa, — CKa3aja 3KOHOMKa. — [loigu kK cebe
B ZIETCKYI0, He TO s Te0si OT/iepy 3a yIiu.

OHa cxBaTu/a ee 3a PyKy, Tallja U TOJIKasg M0 KOPUJOPY, [OKa, HaKOHeLl,



He BTOJIKHYJIa B ee COOCTBEHHYIO KOMHATY.

— A Temepsb, — CKa3asa OHa, — ThI JIyUllle CUJH, T/e TIpUKa3aHo, He TO Tebs
3arpyT. Mucrep Kp3BeH [o/mkeH B3siTb Tebe TyBepHAHTKY, Kak o0elriaJl.
3a ToOO} Ha/lo CTPOro NMPUCMATPHBATh, @ Y MEHSI U TaK PabOThI 10BOJIBHO.

OHa BbIlIIZIa U3 KOMHATBI, TPOMKO XJIOITHYB JBEpbl0. MepH cea Ha KOBep
BO3/Ie KaMHHa, Bcs OsemHas oT rHeBa. OHa He 3arjlakajia, HO 3acKpeXKkeTasa
3ybamu.

— Kro-T0 naakan... naakan... naakan, — ckasaia oHa cebe caMoi.

OHa ABaXK/bl CJIbIIIA/Ia KPUK W PEIn/a, UYTO KOrna-HUuOyAb y3HAeT, B UeM
neno. B aTo yTpo oHa yxke y3Hana MHoroe. OHa uyBCTBOBasia cebsi Tak, OyATo
COBepIIWIA AJTUHHOE Ty TeIIeCTBHE U, BO BCIKOM C/lyuae, HEMHOTO Pa3BJeK/Iach:
OHa YyCresa TOWrpaTh KOCTSHBIMH CJOHAaMH W BHJeJA CEPYI0 MbIIIb
C JIeTeHbIIIIaMHA B HOPKe B OapXaTHOM TMO/YIIIKe.
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I'naBa VIII

Uepe3s paBa [JHd 10C/Ae 3TOro, Korga Mepu TIpOCHY/aCh yTPOM,
OHa Cceluac >ke ceja B IMOCTeM U No3Bajia Mapry:

— IlocmoTtpu-ka Ha crens! [TocMoTpu-Ka.

HNoxnap TipeKpaTwicsa, a obmaka yHecI0 BeTpoM. BeTep Toxe YTHX,
HaJl CTelnbl0 BBICWICA SPKO-rony0oiM cBox Heba. Mepu HUKOrja Jaxke
He CHWIOCh, yTO Hebo ObIBaeT Takoe romyboe. B Muauu HebGo Bcerma ObLIO
TOYHO pacKajleHHOe, a 3/eCh OHO OBLJI0O TakKOro SPKO-roayboro I[BeTa,
YTO Ka3a/0Ch KaKUM-TO UyAHBLIM, OrecTsimmM, 6e30HHBIM 03epOM; TaM U CsM,
BBICOKO B 3TOM rojiy0b0oM CBOfie, HOCWIHMCh MajleHbKHe Oejibie IeprcThbie 00/1auka.
[II¥poKuii TIPOCTOP CTENU TOXKe ObLT MATKO-TOMyOOM, a He MpauHO-OarpsiHbIi
W/ CepBbIN.

— [Mla, Gyps mipoiiizia, — paZloCTHO CKa3aia Mapta. — Bcerga ObiBaeT Tak
B 9TO BpeMs rojila — 3a HOUb BCe ITPOXOJUT, Kak OyaTro Oypw HUKOrja He ObLIO
1 HUKOTI/Ia He Oy/ieT. OTO MOTOMY, UTO BecHa HjeT. OHa ellle /ja/ieKo, HO BCe-TaKu
uJierT.

— A g gymasa, uTo B AHIVIMM BCerja [J0XKIb U BCerja XMypo, — CKasaja
Mepu.

— O, Her! — ckazana Mapra. — B ﬁomeHpe, KOrja siCHO, TO sICHee,
yeM Be3jie Ha cBeTe. S Tebe rOBOpH/IA, UTO ThI TIPUBBLIKHEIIL U CTAHEIb JTIOOUTh
cTenb. Thl TOJNBKO MOAOXKAU — YBUAMIIL, KaK 3alBETYT 30/JI0TUCTBIM [POK,
1 BepecK, U TypITypHbIe KOJIOKOJBIMKH; CTAaHYT MOpXaTh 0ab0UKH, 3aKyxoKar
TTyesTbl 1 3ariol0T KaBOPOHKHU. Torja Tebe 3axoueTcst BCTaTh Ha paccBeTe U ObITh
1leJIbIM JleHb B CTeH, Kak fAesaeT Hall [IUKoH.

— A MoxHO Oyzer MHe MOWTH Tyaa? — C JHOOOIBITCTBOM Crpocuia Mepw,
I7ISIi7Is1 B OKHO Ha To/y0o# TTpoCTop.

— He 3nHaro, — orBetwsia Mapra. — MHe KaxeTcs, 4TO Thbl OT POAY



He TIO/b30BajiaCh CBOMMM HOTaMH, Thl He Moria Obl TIDOWUTH TISITU MWJIb.
[0 Halero Korreyka Be/ib IATb MUJIb.

— MHe xoTenoch Obl BUJIETh Balll KOTTeK, — CKa3asa Mepu.

Mapra € CeKyHAy NpUCTa/JbHO I[VIfJe/la Ha Hee, NIOTOM CHOBa B3s/1ach
3a CBOU LI|eTKU U CTajla YUCTUTh KaMUHHYIO peleTKy. OHa rogymarsna, uTo B 3Ty
MUHYTY MaJjleHbKOe HeKpacuBOe JIMUUKO [eBOUKM BOBCe He Kas3ajoCh TaKuM
KUC/IBIM, KaK B TO YTPO, KOI/la OHa BIlepBble yBU/ea ee.

— §1 cnpormy Mo Marh, — CKa3zasia oHa. — OHa Bcerjila HaljeT Criocob
caenaTtb 4to Hajo. CeroHd — MOM JleHb, U MeHsI OTIYCKalOT AOMOU. SI O4eHb
paza! Muccuc Meiok OueHb yBakaeT MOIO MaTb, MOXeT ObITb, OHa C HEIO
TIOIOBOPUT.

— $1 o060 TBOKO MaTh, — CKasasa Mepu.

— Eje 6b1! — cka3zana Maprta, mpo/jo/ipKast YUCTUTD.

— §1 ee HUKOrja He BU/asia, — CKasasa Mepwu.

— KoneuHo, HeT, — oTBeTMW/ia MapTa, — HO OHa Takas yMHasi, paboTsiiiasi,
no0pasi, ompsiTHasi, uTo ee JitOOST BCe, KTO BU/le/l U KTO He Buzen. Koraa s uny
ZIOMOU M0 CTeIH, s MPbITat0 OT paJjOCTH.

— S mobsmro 1 [IukoHa, — 1obaBuia Mepuy, — a 1 ¥ ero HUKOT/la He BU/iasa.

— 5 yxe roBopuna Tebe, — rop/jo ckaszaja Mapra, — uTO ero JiOOST
Y TTULBI, U 3allbl, U [JWKWe OBLbI, U Ja)Ke JMCHULpbl. 3Haellb U, O YeM £
AyMmato, — 1obaBuia OHa, COCPeZIOTOYEHHO TJisi/Isl Ha ZIeBOUKY, — [TOHPaBUIach Obl
Tbl JIUKOHY WK HeT?

— He mnoHpaBuiack 6bl, — cka3asa Mepu CBOMM UOMOPHBIM, XOJIOAHBLIM
TOHOM. — $I HUKOMY He HpPaBJItOCh.

— A cama cebe Thl HpaBUIIIbCSA? — clipocuia MapTa, Kak OyATo eif Ha caMoM
Jesie Hazlo ObLIO 3HATH 3TO.

Mepu c cekyHay kKonebanach, Kak Obl 06/[yMbIBasi OTBET.

— Her... coBceM He HpaB/ItOCh, — OTBeTW/IAa OHA. — HO 10 cuX 1op 1 HUKOrzAa
He iymasia 00 3TOM.

Mapra y1i1a, Kak TOoIbKO nogana Mepu ee 3aBTpak. Eil npeicTosisio ponuTr
TSITh MUJIb TIO CTETH, YTOOBI 00paThCs [0 CBOETO KOTTeKa.



3Hasi, yto Mapra yiuia, Mepu rouyBcTBoBana cebss 0CO6eHHO OZIMHOKOM.
Ona 6pICcTpO BhIOEXKA/IA B Cajl U CHayasa obexkana ZiecsiTh pa3 BOKPYT (OHTaHa;
el crano HeMHOro Becesiee. [IoToM OHa OTmpaBWIach B (PPYKTOBBIM Caf, U Tam
yBuziena beHa, koTopheiii pabotan c gByMsi APYrMMU cafioBHUKamu. [lepemeHa
TIOT0/ibl, OYEBH/JHO, XOPOLIO TO/eNCTBOBa/Ja Ha Hero, ¥ OH CaM 3arOBOPWJI
¢ Mepu.

— BecHna uzet, — ckasas oH. — Uyelnn ee 3amnax?

Mepu noHroxasa Bo34yX.

— [TaxHeT yeM-TO XOPOLLIUM, CBEKUM U BJIa)KHbIM, — CKa3asia OHa.

— OTO0 3emMJielt maxHeT, — 00bsicHUn beH. — BoH TaM, B I[BeTHUKaX, CKOPO BCe
3allIeBeJIUTCS B TEMHOTe, 1107 3eMyiel. CO/HL{e TpeeT, U Thl YBU/IUILIb, KaK U3-T10/
3eMJIM CKOPO CTaHYT IOKAa3bIBaTbCs 3ejleHble OCTPUSL. ..

— A uro 310 Oyznet? — cipocuia Mepw.

— IlopcHe)XHUKY, HAPIUCCHI. .. Thl UX KOTAa-HUOYIbL BUena?

— Her. B WMHaum Bce 3e/eHO, W TeIUIO, W BJ@&KHO IIOC/Ie [OXKAEH.
MHe Ka)keTcs, 4TO TaM BCe BbIpacTaeT B OJHY HOYb.

— Het, 310 He BbIpacTeT B OJHY HOUb, — CKa3an beH. — Tebe mpupercs
JKIATh U C/IeIUTh!

— byny, — orBetria Mepu.

Ckopo OHa ycsbllllajla MSACKUM 1Ie/1eCT KPbLIbeB W Cpasdy Jorazjasach,
YTO 3TO OMAThH TIpUIeTesna MaauHOBKAa. OHa Obula OueHb XJIOTIOT/IMBA U Becesa,
TIpbITasia Bo3/ie CaMbIX HOT Mepu U, CKJIOHUB IO/IOBKY HabOK, Tak XUTPO Isifiesia
Ha Hee, yTO Mepu cripocuna bena:

— Br1 fymaete, oHa MeHs TIOMHUT?

— IlomHuT u! — Herogyroille BOCKIMKHY/ beH. — /la OHa 3HaeT BCAKYHO
KOUepbDKKY B OBpare, He TOJIbKO JitoZed. OHa 3[eChb HHUKOrJa He BHjasa
MasieHbKOU JIEBOUKH, U el XOUeTCsI BCe pa3y3HaTh Mpo Tebsl. ..

— A B TOM cafy, rie OHa >XUBET, TOXKe BCe LIeBeJUTCS MO0J 3eMJien? —
cripocuna Mepu.



— B kakom cany? — npoBopuas beH, OriTh CTaB yrPrOMBIM.

— A Tam, rae po3oBbie KyCTbl. — Mepu He MOIVIa y[epKaTrbCsd OT 3TOr0
BOIIPOCA, MOTOMY UTO €l CTPaIllHO XOTeJ0Ch y3HaTh. — Tam BCe 1[BeThbl YMepJ/iv
W1V HEeKOTOPbIe OXKMBAIOT JIeTOM? A pO3bl TaM eCTh?

— Cripocu 'y Hee, — ckasan beH, [BHHYB IUIeUOM B HarpaB/IeHUU
ManMHOBKHU. — OHa ofiHa 3TO 3HaeT. Tam y»Ke 1eCSITh JIeT HUKTO He ObIBaJl.

Mepu nojiymasna, 4to [ecsTb JIeT — OUeHb AOJrhd CpoK. OHa pojusach
LleJIbIX [1eCATh JIeT TOMY Ha3a[l.

Ona oromuia, MeajJeHHO coobpaxkasi. OHa HauuWHaAa JOOUTHL caf,
Kak Tojro0unaa NTUuky, ¥ JIMkoHa, ¥ MaTh Maptel. OHa HauWHada JHOOUTH
u Mapry Toxke. EN Ka3zamoch, UTO OHa J/IOOMT OYeHb MHOTHMX JIHOeH,
B 0COOEHHOCTH TIOTOMY, UTO He TIPUBBIK/IA MHOOMTH HUKOro. (OHa M O TIITHUKe
JlyMaJia KaK O 4ejl0OBeKe.)

OHa BbIlIVIa Ha JJOPOKKY BO3/1€ 3apOCIleN MUIIOI[OM CTEeHbI, HaJ] KOTOPOU
BU/IHE/TUCh BEPXYIIKU JePeBbEB, W, KOTJa IMPOXOAWIa MO Hel BO BTOPOM pas,
C Hel Cyuu/IoCh HEUTO UHTEPeCHOe U YIUBUTE/IbHOE, U BCe Osaroziapst THUKe
bena Yastepcradda.

Mepu ycnbiiiana IjebeTaHbe NTUIBI W, TTOCMOTPEB Ha OOHa>KeHHYIO
K1ymOy creBa, yBHJela MAaJWMHOBKY, KOTOpas TIpbirajia W Jejlafa BW/,
YTO BBITAaCKMBAET UTO-TO U3 3eMJIH, KaK Oy/ITO »Kesiasi JoKa3aTb Mepu, UTo BOBCe
He CjiefjoBasia 3a Hero. Ho Mepu 3Hasa, 4TO OHa 1A CJIeIOM 3a HEK, U 3TO
HAroJIHUJ/IO ee TaKUM BOCTOPIOM, UTO OHA Jaxke 3aJporkasa.

— Tbl moMHUIIE MeHsA! — BOCK/IUKHY/MA OHA. — [lomuuis! Tel Kpacusee
BCero Ha cBeTte!

Mepu GonTana ¥ MaHW/Ia NTUUKY, a TITUYKA Tpbiraja ¥ YMpHKasia, TOUHO
pasroBapuBasi C Helo.

LIBeTouHasi KTymba Oblsia He coBceM OOHa)keHa; Ha OZJHOM KOHIIe ee pocja
rpynra KyCTOB, M KOria Ma/IMHOBKa Ipbirajia MeX HUMH, Mepu 3ameTwia,
YTO OHA TepernpbIrHy/ia yepe3 MajeHbKYH KyUKy CBEXXEeB3DbITOW 3eMJIU. 3eMJisi
Oblla B3pbITA IIOTOMY, YTO co0aka cCTapajach IIOWMaTh KpOTa W BbIpbLIA
JIOBOJTLHO T/TyDOKYIO SIMY.

Mepu mocMmoTpesia Ha 3TO, He 3Hasl JlaXke, KaKMM 00pa3oM TaM OKa3asach
sMa, U BAPYT yBUJEJa HEUTO, MOYTHM COBCEM MPUKPHITOE CBEKEeBCKOMaHHOU
3emsieli. OTO ObLIO HEUTO TTOXOXKee Ha PrKaBoe >Kejie3HOe WM MeJHOe KOJIbLIO;
KOrJla Ma/IMHOBKa B3JieTesla Ha JepeBo, Mepu TIpOTsAHY/a PyKy U TOAHSJIA
Ko/bI[0. OKazanoch, YTO 3TO He KOJIbLIO, @ CTapbli KJ/IKOY, KOTOPbIM, MOXOXKeE,
OueHb /I0/Iroe BpeMsi ObLT 3aphIT B 3eMJIe.

Mepu nofHs1aCh U C UCITyTaHHBIM JIMLIOM TOIVIs/ie/ia Ha KJIH0U, BUCEBIIUMN
y Hee Ha TaJsiblie.



— OH, MoXeT ObITb, ObIT 3apbIT I[eBIX AECATh JIeT, — CKa3aja OHa
IIETIOTOM. — JTO, MOXET OBITh, K/TFOU OT TOTO caza!l







['maBa IX

Mepu fonroe Bpemsi CMOTpeJia Ha K/II04, BepTesia ero BO BCeé CTOPOHEI U BCe
AyMmana o HeM. Kak yke O6bUI0 CKa3aHO Tpex/e, OHa He Obla TakKUM peOeHKOM,
KOTOPOrO0 TMPUYUYWIU CIpallivBaTh II03BOJIHUMSI WU COBeTa  CTaplUuX
OTHOCHTEJ/ILHO uero 6bl To HU Ob110. OHa fyMarna o K/itode TO/IBKO TO, UTO eC/iu
5TOT K/IOY OT 3alepToro caja W ewid OHa Moria Obl OTHICKATh KaUTKY,
TO MOYXHO ObIZIO ObI OTIEpPeTh ee 3TUM K/IHUOM, TTOCMOTPEeTh, UTO HaXOJUTCS
3a CTeHaMU U YTO C/Iy4YU/I0OCh CO CTapbIMH PO30BBIMU KYCTaMHU.

Eil oueHb XOTeN0Ch BU/IETh 3TOT CaJ TOJBKO MOTOMY, UTO OH ObLI 3arept
Takoe Jjofaroe Bpems. El Kasanock, YTO 3TOT cafi KakoW-TO 0COOEHHBIM U UTO
B TeueHWe [eCSTU JieT TaM JO/DKHO ObLIO TIPOM30MTH HEUTO YAUBUTE/bHOE.
Kpome Toro, oHa fiymasa, 4To ec/iv Cafi el IOHPAaBUTCS, TO MOXKHO OyzieT XOUTh
Ty/Zla K&XbI! ZieHb, 3aipaTthb 3a co00M Ka/IMTKy U Urpatb COBCceM ofHOWU. HUKTO
He 3Has Obl, TJie OHa, MMOTOMY UTO BCe AyMaau Obl, UTO KaJWTKa 3arepTa U K/Iod
3apbIT B 3eMJII0. JTa MBIC/Ib OUeHb ITIOHPaBU/IacCh eu.

OHa >ku/a TOUTH OfiHA B OOJIBIIIOM /IOMe C COTHeN TauHCTBEHHBIX 3arepThiX
KOMHAT Y He HaxXoAu/la HUUero, uTo MOMIO0 Obl 3aHATb WM pasBjieub ee,
Y UIMEHHO 3TO pacllIeBeuIo ee ApeMaBIlvii MO3T U pa30yauio ee BooOpaxeHue.
OToMy, KOHEYHO, HeMaJsio CII0COOCTBOBAJT U UMCThIM, OOpSIINi, CBeXUM BO3MyX
crenu. B Vuauu Mepu Bcerga ObLIO )Kapko U OHa Bcerjla Obuia Takasi Bsiast
U cnabasi, UTO y Hee He BO3HMKAJIO HUKAKUX >KeJaHWUM, 3[leCh Xe el XO0TeloCh
cZlenartb yTo-HUOY b HOBOE.



OHa noJioXKu/a K4 B KapMaH Y CTajla XOAUTb B33/l U BIIepe/] 10 IOPOJKKeE.
[To Hel, Ka3a/joCh, HUKTO HUKOIJAa He TMPOXOAwWwI, Kpome Mepu, U OHa mor/ia
MPOXa)KUBaTbCd OYE€Hb MEJJIEHHO, [JsSi[ii Ha CTeHy WM, Jiydille CKa3aTh,
Ha TIOKPBIBaBIIMM ee TUIIOIN. OTOT ITUTIOI] cOWBa/s ee C TOMKY: CKOJIBKO OHa
HU T/isifiesia, OHAa HUYero He BHU/e/ia, KpOMe YacCThIX OeCTSIMX TeMHO-3e/IeHbIX
micTheB. OHa Obljla OUeHb pa3oyapoBaHa; el Ka3al0Ch HeJeNbIM TO, YTO OHA TaK
O6MM3K0 W He MOXKeT BOWTH BHYTphb. C K/IOUOM B KapMaHe OHa OTITpaBUJIaCh
JIOMOM, peIluB, UTO BO BpeMs IIPOTY/OK Bcerja OyZieT HOCHUTh ero B KapMmaHe,
yTOOBI OBITH TOTOBOM, €C/TM OHA HAW/IeT CKPBITYIO KaJTUTKY.

Muccuc  Megnok  mo3Bosivyia Mapre  HOueBaTb B KOTTE[Ke,
HO Ha CJlefiylolllee yTPO OHa CHOBa Oblla 3a paboToii, Oosiee pyMmsiHas,
yeM BCer/la, U B IPEeKPaCcHOM PacIio/IOXKeHUH yXa.

— 41 BcTana B 4yeThIpe yaca, — 3aroBopwia OHa. — Kak c/iaBHO B cCTemnu
yTPOM: COJIHLIe BOCXOAMT, MTUIbI TPOCHIMNAKOTCS, 3aWl[bl CHYIOT TIOBCIOAY.
A He BCHO Jopory rmpouuia TelIKOM, MeHs KakOW-TO MY)KUMHa [O/Be3
Ha TeJleXxKe.

M oHa mycTWIach pacCcKas3blBaThb, KaK XOPOIIO OHa TIpoBejia CBOWU
cBOOOAHBIN ZieHb. Marb el oueHb 00pajoBasach, W OHU CIIPABU/IMCH
U CO CTUPKOW, U C TiedeHbeM. OHa [gaxe KaXJOMy U3 JleTed HCHeK/a
0 C/1aJIKOMY MTHUPOXKKY.

Onu ObIIM TOpsiuMe, KOrza JeTH MPUIIUIA U3 CTemd. M B JoMe Tak XOpOIIIOo
Max/ji0 TOpsiued BBITIEYKOM, MU OrOHb TAaK XOPOIIO TbLAal B ouare, 4to JeTH
BU3Ka/M OT pagoctu. Ham [ITMKOH TOBOPUT, UTO y HaC B KOTTE/PKe TaK XOPOLIIO,
YTO caM KOpOJIb MOT ObI )KUTb B HEM.



KoHel 03HaKOMHUTe/ILHOT0 ()parMeHTa.

Tekct nipegocrasied OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaliTe 3Ty KHUTY LI€JIMKOM, KYNWB TIOJIHYIO JieraJbHYK) BEDCHUI0 Ha
JIutPec.

Be3oracHo oryiaTuTh KHUTY MOXKHO OAHKOBCKOM KapTtout Visa, MasterCard,
Maestro, co cueta MobUILHOTO Tesed)OHa, C TIJIATE)KHOTO TepMHUHAasa, B CaJloHe
MTC wunu CsssHoli, uepe3 PayPal, WebMoney, HAnpekc.lenbru, QIWI
Koriienek, 60HyCHbIMU KapTaMH WM IPYTUM yA00HBIM Bam crioco6om.

notes



https://www.litres.ru/frensis-bernett/tainstvennyy-sad/?lfrom=2645

CHocKH




Tak Ha3bIBaKOT B I/IH,Z[I/II/I OebIX JKEHITHH.
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